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Resource Needs
• Program Support
• Funding
• Networking
• Methods
• QA/QC
• Equipment
• Watershed Education



Program Support
• National

– EPA
• What Volunteer Monitoring Is 
• Variety of Volunteer 

Monitoring Methods
• National Directory of 

Volunteer Monitoring 
Programs

• Volunteer Monitor Newsletter
• QAPP Guidance 
• And much more!

Access information at: http://www.epa.gov/owow/



• National
– CSREES National 

Facilitation Volunteer 
Water Quality Monitoring 
Project

• Improve communication
• Develop templates and 

materials
• Expand opportunities
• Strengthen partnerships

Program Support



Project Objectives:
• Identify current 

Extension programs
• Develop multi-media 

training materials
• Offer training programs
• Develop and establish 

internet and web-based 
tools 

• Increase collaboration 
and cooperation

CSREES National Facilitation Volunteer 
Water Quality Monitoring Project



Develop and Implement Training 
Materials and Programs

Guide for Growing CSREES Volunteer 
Monitoring Programs
• Based on case studies of model programs
• Modular format to ensure timeliness
• Available in hardcopy and electronic formats

Training sessions offered through regional 
CRSEES conferences and other venues



Guidebook Modules
• Types of monitoring activities 

available
• Effective training techniques
• Quality assurance issues
• Successful approaches to 

overcoming barriers to local 
data sharing and networking

• Volunteer management and 
support ideas

• Outreach tools
• Fund raising



Program Support
• National

– Give Water A Hand
Action Guide for youth to inventory 
strengths and identify local water 
management gaps

– Educating Young People About 
Water
Resources to help design water 
education programs and choose 
materials that help youth relate their 
knowledge about water to local 
issues



Program Support
• State and Local

– Cooperative Extension
– University Departments
– State Natural 

Resources Depts.
– County Offices
– Soil and Water 

Conservation Districts
– Tribal Offices
– City Depts.
– Non-profit 

Organizations
– Interest Groups



Program Support
• State and Local

– Other volunteer 
monitoring 
programs--
networking



Funding
• Programs with 

larger budgets 
generally 
supported 
with state and 
federal funds

• Consider 
partnerships 
when seeking 
funding

Average composition of 2001 annual 
budget among 21 responding volunteer 
water quality monitoring programs

Federal-34%

Donations-
1%

Corporate-
<1%

Foundations- 
6%

Dues- 2%

Grassroots- 
<1%- 

Other- 14%

State- 42%

National Facilitation Project Inquiry 2002



Funding
• Washington State Grantmakers and 

Funders
http://www.fundsnetservices.com/washignt.htm

• Oregon Grantmakers
http://www.fundsnetservices.com/oregon.htm

• Alaska Community Foundations 
http://fdncenter.org/funders/grantmaker/gws_co
mm/comm_ak.html

• Idaho Grants 
http://www.fundsnetservices.com/idaho.htm

http://www.fundsnetservices.com/washignt.htm
http://www.fundsnetservices.com/oregon.htm
http://fdncenter.org/funders/grantmaker/gws_comm/comm_ak.html
http://fdncenter.org/funders/grantmaker/gws_comm/comm_ak.html
http://www.fundsnetservices.com/idaho.htm


Funding
• EPA’s Catalog of Federal 

Funding Sources 
(http://cfpub.epa.gov/fedfund/) 

• USDA 406 funding
• Connect with funded 

project

http://cfpub.epa.gov/fedfund/


Networking
• EPA Volunteer Monitoring List 

Server
– Send a blank message to: volmonitor-

subscribe@lists.epa.gov

• National Facilitation Project 
List Server
– Contact any of the project staff

• PNW Training
• Websites



Methods: Research and ID

• Research uses
– Matrices
– Waterwatch Tasmania 

Equipment Guide
• Identify various methods

– EPA Guidance Manuals
– LaMotte/Hach kits and 

catalog
– Standard Methods for the 

Examination of Water and 
Wastewater



Methods: National Connections

– The Volunteer Monitor
newsletter

– Secchi Dip-In website 
(http://dipin.kent.edu/) 

– NEMI 
(http://www.nemi.gov/)

http://dipin.kent.edu/
http://www.nemi.gov/


Methods: Other Programs
• Citizens’ Environmental 

Monitoring Program
• Field Manual for Water Quality 

Monitoring (GREEN)
• OSU Watershed Steward 

Education Program
• Vancouver Water Resources 

Education Center
• Discovery Southeast Creek 

Stewards
• San Juan Conservation District 

Monitoring 
• Idaho Streamwalk
• Nevada/CA Tahoe Truckee 

Snapshot
• URI Watershed Watch
• WI Water Action Volunteers

PNW, pp. 
136, 174-5



Equipment: 
Determining What You Need

• Chosen equipment 
should allow for 
collected data to meet 
defined quality 
standards
– Use other programs’

written methods to 
determine your 
equipment needs

– Waterwatch Tasmania 
Equipment Guide

– Other resources as 
mentioned



Equipment: Borrowing
– Local municipal water 

districts
– Solid waste units
– Sewage treatment plants
– Schools
– Tribal, Federal, State 

agencies
– Soil and Water 

Conservation Districts
– Irrigation Districts
– Watershed councils
– Non-profits PNW p., 230



Equipment: Borrowing
– Project WET
– Adopt-a-Watershed
– Blue Thumb
– Kids in the Creek 

Stream Study
– Master Watershed 

Steward Program
– WSU Howard Hughes 

Equipment Loan 
Program

– GLOBE (U of Idaho) PNW p., 231



Equipment: Purchasing
– Acorn Naturalists
– Ben Meadows
– CHEMetrics
– Cole-Palmer 

Instruments
– GREEN
– BioQuip
– Forestry Suppliers 

PNW p., 227



Equipment: Purchasing
– Hach
– LaMotte
– NASCO
– Fisher Scientific
– liquidators



Watershed Education
– EPA

• Surf Your Watershed
• Clean Water Action 

Plan
• Groundwater, Source 

Water Protection and 
the Watershed 
Approach

– Water Basics
– Science in Your 

Watershed
– Chehalis River Council
– NatureMapping Program PNW pp. 53-66



Watershed Education
– The Watershed and River 

System Management 
Program

– USGS Surface Water 
Information Pages

PNW pp. 53-66
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