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Why work with volunteers in water quality Why work with volunteers in water quality 
monitoring?monitoring?

• Source of credible data
• More comprehensive data



 

Greater monitoring frequency


 

Larger # of sites monitored
• Local knowledge
• Enhances local stewardship
• Gain support for your efforts
• Cost effective (not cost free)

www.usawaterquality.org/volunteer



Main Uses of Volunteer DataMain Uses of Volunteer Data

• Water Quality or Watershed Education
• Problem Identification
• Local Decisions

(The Volunteer Monitor, US EPA, Spring 1994)

www.usawaterquality.org/volunteer



What Is Volunteer Monitoring?What Is Volunteer Monitoring?What Is Volunteer Monitoring?

• Unpaid people who willingly monitor 
various environments. 

• People who watch over the health of 
their watersheds because they care. 

• Unpaid people who willingly monitor 
various environments.

• People who watch over the health of 
their watersheds because they care.
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A 1998 Snapshot of 
Volunteer Monitoring 
A 1998 Snapshot of A 1998 Snapshot of 
Volunteer MonitoringVolunteer Monitoring



Current Estimates: 800Current Estimates: 800--1200 Programs1200 Programs



The Role of Volunteer Monitors

• Community Educators & Stewards

• Citizen Scientists

Photos from (NC) Watershed Watch



The Volunteer Monitoring 
“System” 

The Volunteer Monitoring The Volunteer Monitoring 
““SystemSystem””
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Strong Nationwide SupportStrong Nationwide Support



GoalsGoals

Build a comprehensive support 
system for CSREES volunteer 
water quality monitoring efforts. 

Enhance integration of volunteer 
monitoring into research, 
education, and extension 
activities. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our national facilitation project began in October 2000.  Our funding was extended in the fall of 2005 which will allow us to enhance and expand our efforts.



ObjectivesObjectives


 

Identify current Extension programs


 
Link Extension programs to each other


 

Develop training materials


 
Offer training programs


 

Develop Internet and Web-based tools 


 
Increase collaboration and cooperation  



visibility,
vitality,

viability

Identify & Connect Extension Identify & Connect Extension 
Volunteer Monitoring ProgramsVolunteer Monitoring Programs



Facilitation Project ToolsFacilitation Project Tools

•• List List ServServ
•• WebsiteWebsite
•• Guide for GrowingGuide for Growing…… factsheet modulesfactsheet modules
•• WorkshopsWorkshops


 

StateState


 

RegionalRegional


 

NationalNational Connect Extension Connect Extension 
Volunteer Monitoring ProgramsVolunteer Monitoring Programs 

to this Project and each otherto this Project and each other



CSREESvolmon@lists@uwex.eCSREESvolmon@lists@uwex.e 
dudu


 

All known Extension VM coordinatorsAll known Extension VM coordinators


 
All Extension Regional & State WQ CoordinatorsAll Extension Regional & State WQ Coordinators


 
All other National Facilitation ProjectsAll other National Facilitation Projects’’ staffstaff


 
Anyone who has attended a workshopAnyone who has attended a workshop


 
(this means you!)(this means you!)


 

Anyone whoAnyone who’’d like to be on it!d like to be on it!


 
Interesting exchanges archived (with permission, of Interesting exchanges archived (with permission, of 
course)course)



Currently has >70 topics 

Preserves the spontaneity of exchanges, 
provides quotes for factsheets,

Cleans out your email box!!!



Received from:

South Carolina

Iowa

Ohio (Secchi Dip-In)

Rhode Island

EASI (Env. Action for Senior 
Involv.)

Virginia



www.usawaterquality.org/volunteer



Who,What, Why



Contact information 
for each known 
Extension Volunteer 
Monitoring Program 
in the U.S. and its 
territories



WhoWho’’s Out There?s Out There?

• ~ 50 programs 
associated with 
Extension 

• Began as early as 
1978 and as recently 
as 2007

www.usawaterquality.org/volunteer

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When we started we found about 25 programs across the country.  Some we knew about some, state coordinators knew about.

Now we have programs clamoring to join our list



Results of Inquiry to Current 
Extension Programs on:

• Program Beginnings

•Training Techniques

• QA Measures

• Volunteer Support Tools

• Outreach Tools

• Program Funding



Who Are Our Volunteers?Who Are Our Volunteers?

MidMid--life life 
Adults (40%)Adults (40%)

Youth under Youth under 
18 (28%)18 (28%)

Seniors Seniors 
(25%)(25%)

CollegeCollege--age age 
(7%)(7%)



Program Inquiry Results – 
Outreach Tools

www.usawaterquality.org/volunteer



Online Databases:

•Info on online database 
developed & tested at 
University of Wisconsin

•Info on what to think about 
before setting up a database

•Direct links to 22 programs 
with on-line databases



Annotated Bibliography:

•Studies comparing volunteer 
monitoring efforts to those 
professionals

•Pertinent Volunteer Monitor articles

•Select Vol Mon listservs discussion 
archives





-Expanded factsheet format 
-Hardcopy and electronic formats 
-Lots ‘o links (active and regularly 
updated in the electronic format)



““Guide for Growing ProgramsGuide for Growing Programs””

• Why Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring Makes Sense
• Designing Your Monitoring Strategy
• Effective Training
• Building Credibility:  QA/QC  for Volunteer Monitoring 

Programs
• Sharing Info thru Internet Exchanges
• Volunteer Management
• Data Management Systems
• Tips & Tools for Effective Presentations (under construction)
• Outreach tools (coming soon!)
•• Finding support and funding for local efforts (Finding support and funding for local efforts (coming sooncoming soon))

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Objective 2:  Develop multi-media training materials  & offer training programs

These modules comprise our “Guide to Growing Extension Water Monitoring Programs

Some are still under construction







14 pages, >25 links14 pages, >25 links



•All outreach materials to date,
•Including fact sheets, posters, 
and ppt presentations





Training WorkshopsTraining Workshops 
thru CSREES regional/state and thru CSREES regional/state and 

other venuesother venues

• Based on “The Guide for Growing”
• Recently:



 

EPA Watershed Academy Webcast – Oct. ’06


 

’07 Southern Region conference


 

’07 NE Got Data? Workshop


 

’07 First Nations Land Grant Conf


 

’08 USDA-CSREES Reno conference


 

’08 NWQMC conference

Booking Now for 2009
Please contact us if you are interested!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Listed here are several recent and upcoming trainings.  

PNW has incorporated our training into their annual effort.

This year’s PNW training is July 13-15 in Oregon and is listed on their website

Arizona’s will be during the week of June 7 and will be 1-3 days in length.



Volunteer Monitoring 
Makes A Difference 

Volunteer Monitoring Volunteer Monitoring 
Makes A DifferenceMakes A Difference

• Identifies & solves problems locally
• Involves people in real science
• Raises awareness
• Provides info on places where no one 

else is looking 
• Creates an informed constituency

• Identifies & solves problems locally
• Involves people in real science
• Raises awareness
• Provides info on places where no one 

else is looking
• Creates an informed constituency



““It is in the marriage of credible It is in the marriage of credible 
data and increased stewardship data and increased stewardship 
behavior that the true potential behavior that the true potential 
and vitality of citizen monitoring and vitality of citizen monitoring 
begins to emerge.begins to emerge.””

--Steven Hubbell, Colorado River WatchSteven Hubbell, Colorado River Watch



Kris Stepenuck

Linda Green

Elizabeth Herron

Robin Shepard
Art Gold

Thanks!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each year, government agencies, industry, academic researchers, and private organizations devote enormous amounts of time and money to monitor, protect, manage, and restore water resource and watersheds.
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