
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Integrated Research, Education, and Extension Competitive Grants Program, National Integrated Water Quality Program
CONTINUATION APPLICATION GUIDELINES – FY 2010
initial announcement
ADVANCE \d4CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE: This program is listed in the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance under 10.303.
ADVANCE \d4 
DATES: Applications must be received by close of business (COB) (5:00 p.m. Eastern Time) on March 31, 2010.  See the correspondence that accompanies this request for applications.  
NIFA often issues requests for applications (RFAs) that contain information divided in eight parts. All information in the eight parts is not necessary for requesting applications for these funds, however, the unnecessary parts are included herein and are denoted by “Reserved,” in order to maintain the overall RFA structure for reference to RFAs by other documents.  
ADVANCE \d4PART I – FUNDING OPPORTUNITY DESCRIPTION

A new continuation award is issued for a specified level of effort for a predetermined period of time with a statement of intention to provide additional support at a future date.  The process of applying for the future funding begins with a noncompeting application for an additional funding/budget period within the previously approved project period.  Continuation of the funding for the award is provided if performance has been satisfactory, appropriations are available for this purpose, and continued support is in the best interests of the Federal government and the public.   
Regional Water Resource Projects Program Area Code 110.B 
(Maximum award: $650,000 per year/ per region for up to four years. Projects involving more than one region may request additional funding beyond the $650,000. NIFA expects that some regions will request less funding due to a smaller number of states within the region). 
NIFA invites proposals to ensure the integration research, education, and extension activities on water resource issues within the jurisdiction of each of the ten (10) regions established by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The EPA Regions are: Region 1—Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont; Region 2—New Jersey, New York, and the territories of Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands; Region 3—Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia, and the District of Columbia; Region 4—Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee; Region 5—Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin; Region 6—Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas; Region 7—Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska; Region 8—Colorado, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming; Region 9 –Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nevada, and the Pacific Island territories of American Samoa, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands and the Territory of Guam; and Region 10—Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington. Proposals may be submitted for one or any combination of regions. 

This component of the NIWQP is designed to make research, education, and extension resources of the university system more accessible to Federal, State, and local water resources improvement efforts. Through these projects, new or expanded opportunities are expected for agricultural producers and agriculturally impacted communities to adopt voluntary approaches for the improvement of water resources. Funds from this program section should be used to promote delivery of multi-state programming to address regional and/or multi-regional water quality concerns. Projects are encouraged that promote delivery of effective and efficient programs that address common water resources issues between adjacent regions. Leveraging funds across multiple regions also is encouraged. 

For FY 2010, projects funded through this continuation may request up to $10,000 per region (above the FY 2008 award amount) to engage Hispanic Serving Institutions (HSIs) in regional water projects. These funds are intended to create baseline capacity among HSIs where water resources are highlighted in university programs. Funds requested through this initiative MUST be used to engage faculty and students from HSIs into existing regional water programs and projects. Projects that received this additional funding in FY 2009 MUST demonstrate how funds were used in support of engaging HSIs in the regional project over the past fiscal year.
Proposals in this section will: 

(a) Target the most important water resource issues within the region and the relevant NIWQP program themes and deliver knowledge-based programs that protect or improve water resources through adoption of practices and technologies in agricultural, rural, and urbanizing watersheds; 

(b) Build new capacity within the region – empowering new groups to participate in regional programs through regional workshops, conferences, seed grants or other mechanisms; 

(c) Integrate research, extension, and education, promote stakeholder focused research and extension efforts, and improve curriculum development for water resources; 

(d) Build new and innovative leadership in water resources to link, leverage and translate into practical applications AFRI funded projects (including formula and competitively funded projects) into regional programs and expand the geographic impact of project successes or investments;

(e) Employ websites, regional needs assessments or surveys, Regional Advisory Committees, and logic models or other evaluation tools to improve regional coordination and evaluate the effectiveness of regional programs and approaches; 

(f) Use project performance measures to determine budget allocations within regional projects ensuring that projects and initiatives funded through this program are meeting project goals;

(g) Use innovative technologies to communicate successes and project impacts that describe changes in knowledge, action, and conditions for targeted audiences; 

(h) Work with NIWQP funded National Water Resource and Watershed Scale projects to translate applicable findings to key audiences and stakeholder groups;

(i) Provide effective liaison efforts between Federal, State, and local agencies and organizations in the region (as needed) and universities and colleges represented in the project; and

(j) Project Objectives submitted for the current year should align with two of the five priority areas identified by the Administration: Climate Change, Bioenergy, Food Safety, Childhood Obesity, and Global Food Security.
Each Regional Water Resource project is expected to participate in activities that strengthen the capacity of the national program to meet NIWQP goals (http://www.NIFA.usda.gov/nea/nre/in_focus/water_if_waterquality.html). Key elements of the national program include the continued development and hosting of a national web site (http://www.usawaterquality.org/) that coordinates and links to web sites hosted by Regional Water Resource projects; development and implementation of a system to describe and report successes and impacts; hosting the NIFA National Water Conference; and communicating the successes from water resources projects that demonstrate the capacity of the national program to address water resource issues. 

The PD of the Regional project is expected to participate as a member of the NIFA Committee for Shared Leadership for Water Quality (CSL-WQ). The Regional PD also must travel to and participate in quarterly CSL-WQ meetings, and participate in subcommittees of the CSL-WQ, as appropriate. Information concerning the CSL-WQ is available at http://www.usawaterquality.org/about/csl/
All PDs and Co-PDs funded in this section of the program are expected to participate in the annual NIFA National Water Conference. Reasonable travel expenses relative to attending the NIFA National Water Conference may be claimed as part of the project budget. 

Award recipients are expected to provide copies of annual reports and periodic updates to the NIFA National Program Leader for Water Quality (see Part VII Agency Contacts).
PART II – AWARD INFORMATION

A. Available Funding

The total amount of funds available for continuation awards under the program is determined by the NIFA Program Contact. The amount of funds available for an individual continuation award is provided to invited applicants by the NIFA Program Contact; therefore see the correspondence that accompanies this RFA for the applicable amount.  

Awards issued as a result of this RFA will have designated the Automated Standard Applications for Payment System (ASAP), operated by the Department of Treasury’s Financial Management Service, as the payment system for funds.  For more information see http://www.nifa.usda.gov/business/method_of_payment.html. 
B. Type of Application

Only continuation applications are to be submitted in response to this RFA. 

ADVANCE \d4PART III – ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION

ADVANCE \d4A.  Eligible Applicants
Only awardees with a continuation award under the program whereby the NIFA Program Contact requested the awardee submit an application for an additional year of funding are eligible to respond to this RFA.  Unsolicited applications will not be considered. 
B.  Cost-Sharing or Matching 

If a grant provides a particular benefit to a specific agricultural commodity, the grant recipient is required to provide funds awarded on a dollar-for-dollar basis from non-Federal sources with cash and/or in-kind contributions. See Part IV.B - R&R Budget for further details. 

NIFA may waive the matching funds requirement for a grant if NIFA determines that: 

(a) the results of the project, while of particular benefit to a specific agricultural commodity, are likely to be applicable to agricultural commodities generally; or (b) the project involves a minor commodity, the project deals with scientifically important research, and the grant recipient is unable to satisfy the matching funds requirement. 

PART IV – APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION

A.  Electronic Application Package  

Only electronic applications may be submitted via Grants.gov to NIFA in response to this RFA.


Prior to preparing an application, it is suggested that the PD/PI first contact an Authorized Representative (AR)(also referred to as Authorized Organizational Representative or AOR)  to determine if the organization is prepared to submit electronic applications through Grant.gov.  If the organization is not prepared, the AR should see http://www.grants.gov/applicants/get_registered.jsp for steps for preparing to submit applications through Grants.gov.

The steps to access application materials are as follows:

1. In order to access, complete and submit applications, applicants must download and install a version of Adobe Reader compatible with Grants.gov.  This software is essential to apply for NIFA Federal assistance awards.  For basic system requirements and download instructions, please see http://www.grants.gov/help/download_software.jsp.  To verify that you have a compatible version of Adobe Reader, Grants.gov established a test package that will assist you in making that determination.  Grants.gov Adobe Versioning Test Package: http://www.grants.gov/applicants/AdobeVersioningTestOnly.jsp.

2. The application package must be obtained via Grants.gov, go to http://www.grants.gov, click on “Apply for Grants” in the left-hand column, click on “Step 1: Download a Grant Application Package and Instructions,” enter the funding opportunity number “USDA-NIFA-ICGP-002478” in the appropriate box and click “Download Package.” From the search results, click “Download” to access the application package.  

Contained within the application package is the “NIFA Grants.gov Application Guide: A Guide for Preparation and Submission of NIFA Applications via Grants.gov.” This Guide contains an introduction and general Grants.gov instructions, information about how to use a Grant Application Package in Grants.gov, and instructions on how to complete the application forms.  

If assistance is needed to access the application package (e.g., downloading or navigating Adobe forms), refer to resources available on the Grants.gov Web site first (http://www.grants.gov). Grants.gov assistance is also available as follows: 
Grants.gov customer support


Toll Free: 1-800-518-4726

Business Hours: 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Closed on Federal Holidays.

Email: support@grants.gov
See http://www.nifa.usda.gov/funding/electronic.html for additional resources for applying electronically.
B.  Content and Form of Application Submission 

Electronic applications should be prepared following Parts IV, V, and VI of the document entitled “NIFA Grants.gov Application Guide: A Guide for Preparation and Submission of NIFA Applications via Grants.gov.” This guide is part of the corresponding application package (see Section A. of this Part).  The following is additional information needed in order to prepare an application in response to this RFA.  If there is discrepancy between the two documents, the information contained in this RFA is overriding. 
Note the attachment requirements (e.g., portable document format) in Part III section 3. of the Guide. Any proposals containing non-PDF documents will be AT RISK OF BEING EXCLUDED FROM NIFA REVIEW.  Partial applications will be excluded from NIFA review.  

If you do not own PDF-generating software, Grants.gov provides online tools to assist applicants.  Users will find a link to “Convert Documents to PDF” on http://grants.gov/assets/PDFConversion.pdf. 

1.  SF 424 R&R Cover Sheet
Information related to the questions on this form is dealt with in detail in Part V, 2. of the NIFA Grants.gov Application Guide.

a. Field 4. Federal Identifier – Enter the NIFA award number of the award to be continued (the number in Block 1. of Form CSREES-2009, Award Face Sheet, of the original award document).

b. Field 8. Type of Application – Select “Continuation.” 
c. Field 11. Descriptive Title of Applicant’s Project – The title should be exactly as it appeared on the award to be transferred (Block 18. of Form CSREES-2009 of the original award document).
d. Field 13. Proposed Project – The start date of the project should be the same as it appeared on the award to be continued (Block 3. of Form CSREES-2009, Award Face Sheet, of the existing award document). The end date should be the end date as it appeared on the award to be continued (Block 3. of Form CSREES-2009, Award Face Sheet, of the existing award document) plus an additional year.
e. Field 20. Pre-application – Do not fill out this portion of the form.
2.  SF 424 R&R Project/Performance Site Location(s)
Information related to the questions on this form is dealt with in detail in Part V, 3. of the NIFA Grants.gov Application Guide.
3. R&R Other Project Information
Information related to the questions on this form is dealt with in detail in Part V, 4. of the NIFA Grants.gov Application Guide.

a. Field 7. Project Summary/Abstract – PDF Attachment.  Include the Project Summary/Abstract for the period of time this application is intended to support.
b. Field 8. Project Narrative – PDF Attachment. 

Project Narrative must include the following: 

A project summary/work statement covering the work to be completed under the increment of funding currently being requested. The objectives must be the same as those outlined in the approved proposal.
c. Field 9. Bibliography & References Cited – A bibliography & references cited list is not required under this RFA.  Do not complete and submit a bibliography and references cited list.
d. Field 10. Facilities & Other Resources – A facilities & other resources list is not required under this RFA unless there is a notable change from the list submitted in the initial application.  
e. Field 11. Equipment – An equipment list is not required under this RFA unless there is a notable change from the list submitted in the initial application. 

f. Field 12. Other Attachments – Other attachments are not required under this RFA.  Do not submit any other attachments.
4. R&R Senior/Key Person Profile (Expanded) 
 Information related to the questions on this form is dealt with in detail in Part V, 5. of the NIFA Grants.gov Application Guide.

5. R&R Personal Data – As noted in Part V, 6. of the NIFA Grants.gov Application Guide, the submission of this information is voluntary and is not a precondition of award.  If completing the information, do not enter any data in the field requesting the social security number.
6. R&R Budget
Information related to the questions on this form is dealt with in detail in Part V, 7. of the NIFA Grants.gov Application Guide.

a. The amount of grant funds requested should match the amount stipulated by the NIFA Program Contact. The budget must be for the next year for which funding is requested. In multi-institutional applications, a budget and budget justification must be included for each institution involved (including subcontracts). For each subaward/subcontract, use the R&R Subaward Budget Attachment(s) Form.
b. Field H. Indirect Costs – See Section D., Funding Restrictions, of this Part for indirect cost information.

c. Field K. Budget Justification – PDF Attachment. There is no page limit.

All budget categories, with the exception of Indirect Costs, for which support is requested, must be individually listed (with costs) in the same order as the budget. If consulting, collaborative, or subcontractual arrangements are included in the application, these arrangements should be fully explained and justified. The rate of pay for any consultant and cost breakdown must be included. In multi-institutional applications, a budget and budget justification must be included for each institution involved (including subcontracts).
See Part III, B., Cost-sharing or Matching, of this RFA for information about how to determine if matching is a requirement.

7. Supplemental Information Form
Information related to the questions on this form is dealt with in detail in Part VI, 1. of the NIFA Grants.gov Application Guide.
a. Field 2. Program Code.  Enter the program code name (i.e., enter “Regional Water Resource Projects”) and the program code (i.e., enter “110.B”).  

b.   Field 8. Conflict of Interest List.  A conflict of interest list is not required under this RFA.  Do not include a conflict of interest list.

C.  Submission Date and Time 

Instructions for submitting an application are included in Part IV, Section 1.9 of the NIFA Grants.gov Application Guide. 

Correspondence regarding submitted applications will be sent using e-mail. Therefore, applicants are strongly encouraged to provide accurate e-mail addresses, where designated, on the SF-424 R&R Application for Federal Assistance. 
If the AR has not received correspondence from NIFA regarding a submitted application within 15 days of submission of the application, please contact the NIFA Program Contact and request the proposal number assigned to the application.  Failure to do so may result in a delay in the issuance of an award.   Once the application has been assigned a proposal number, this number should be cited on all future correspondence.
C. Funding Restrictions 
Award recipients may subcontract to organizations not eligible under the program provided such organizations are necessary for the conduct of the project. 
NIFA has determined that grant funds awarded under this authority may not be used for the renovation or refurbishment of research, education, or extension space; the purchase or installation of fixed equipment in such space; or the planning, repair, rehabilitation, acquisition, or construction of buildings or facilities. 

Section 706 of the FY 2008 Consolidated Appropriations Act (Public Law 110-161) limits indirect costs to 22 percent of the total Federal funds provided under each award. Therefore, when preparing budgets, applicants should limit their requests for recovery of indirect costs to the lesser of their institution's official negotiated indirect cost rate or the equivalent of 22 percent of total Federal funds awarded. If no rate has been negotiated, a reasonable dollar amount (equivalent to or less than 22 percent of total Federal funds requested) in lieu of indirect costs may be requested, subject to approval by USDA. This same indirect cost limitation applies to subcontracts. 

PART V – Reserved.

PART VI—AWARD ADMINISTRATION
A. – C.  Reserved.

D. Expected Program Outputs and Reporting Requirements
Grantees are to submit initial project information and annual and summary reports to NIFA' Current Research Information System (CRIS).  CRIS is an electronic, Web-based inventory system that facilitates both grantee submissions of project outcomes and public access to information on Federally-funded projects. Project reports will be requested by the CRIS office when required. For more information about CRIS, visit http://cris.nifa.usda.gov. 
For continuations, an annual progress report must be electronically submitted through the CRIS system within 90 days prior to the end of the current budget period, i.e., current expiration date of the award. Untimely submission of this report will delay processing of the incremental funding and failure to submit this report will result in the restriction of the funding increment. 
For informational purposes, the “Federal Financial Report,” Form SF-425, consolidates into a single report the former Financial Status Report (SF-269 and SF-269A) and the Federal Cash Transactions Report (SF-272 and SF-272A).  The NIFA Agency-specific Terms and Conditions include the requirement that Form SF-425 is due on a quarterly basis no later than 30 days following the end of each reporting period.  A final “Federal Financial Report,” Form SF-425, is due 90 days after the expiration date of this award.  

PART VII – AGENCY CONTACT

The NIFA Program Contact requesting the application or contact the NIFA Program Contact responsible for the original grant award (i.e., the Program Point of Contact noted in Block 14. of the Form CSREES-2009, Award Face Sheet, of the original award document).

Applicants and other interested parties are encouraged to contact Dr. James Dobrowolski, National Program Leader for Rangeland and Grassland Ecosystems and Agricultural Water Security, Natural Resources and Environment Unit; National Institute of Food and Agriculture; U.S. Department of Agriculture; STOP 2210; 1400 Independence Avenue, SW; Washington, DC 20250-2210; Telephone: (202) 401-5016; Fax: (202) 401-1706; E-mail: jdobrowolski@NIFA.usda.gov, Mr. Dewell Paez, Program Specialist, Natural Resources and Environment Unit; National Institute of Food and Agriculture; U.S. Department of Agriculture; STOP 2210; 1400 Independence Avenue, SW; Washington, DC 20250-2210; Telephone: (202) 401-4141; Fax: (202) 401-1706; E-mail: dpaez@nifa.usda.gov; or Dr. Michael P. O'Neill; National Program Leader for Water Quality; Natural Resources and Environment Unit; National Institute of Food and Agriculture; U.S. Department of Agriculture; STOP 2210; 1400 Independence Avenue, SW; Washington, DC 20250-2210; Telephone: (202) 205-5952; Fax: (202) 401-1706; E-mail: moneill@nifa.usda.gov.  

PART VIII – Reserved.
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