Liaison Call 

July 11, 2008

Present:

Christine French (R9) – (951) 827-4327
Frank Henning – (R4) (706) 542-8868
Diane Boellstorff – (R6) (979) 458-3562
Susan Brown (R7) – (828) 883-2340

Rebecca Power – (R5) (608) 263-3425
Lloyd Walker (R8) – (970) 491-6328
Jan Seago (R10) – (206) 553-0038

The call opened with a welcome to Frank Henning in Region 4. Frank came to the group with a background as a County/Regional Agent at University of Georgia, working in watersheds. 

Christine relayed Daphne’s suggestion that the group generate a list of Topics and invite experts to present. Beginning suggestions were Climate Change Effects and Biofuels. Please send ideas for topics and speakers to Christine Christine.french@ucr.edu 

Lloyd Walker (not attending meetings) and Rebecca Power (standing in for Robin) spoke about the structural changes discussed at the July CSL meeting in Colorado July 9 and 10.

· Chris Obropta is up-coming CSL Chair 

· Agency Liaison will now be viewed as more of a function than a position – regions are handling the function differently – in some cases agency connections are distributed to theme teams, in other cases agency connections are divided between different individuals and in some cases the liaison will continue to function within EPA. 

· Standing Committees were revised – there was discussion that the CSL will still submit Regional posters at conference

· Partnership Committee will probably be moved to an ad hoc basis

· Restructured committees:

· Marketing Committee – Chair – Mark McFarland

· Charge is essentially the same as in previous years

· Communication Committee – Chairs: Art Gold and Mark McFarland

· Web Subcommittee – Organizer: Kelly Addy, CSL Rep, Art Gold

· This simply formalizes the existing website committee that has been in existence for the past several years. It deals with structure and content of the national and regional websites and connections to state, watershed and national projects.  

· Inter-regional Subcommittee – Chair? CSL Rep - Mark McFarland

· Heightened communications between regions

· Members of this committee will be assigned by the Regional Coordinators – liaisons may be the logical selection for some of the regions

· Conference Committee – Chair – Greg Jennings.  Greg has asked each region to appoint a representative to assist with the conference

· Planning, Reporting, and Assessment – Organizer: Jennifer Kushner, CSL Representative: Reagan Waskom

· Committee members already assigned from each region

· 2010 Conference to be held in Hilton Head, SC

· New Farm Bill – CSREES will be reorganized under the title of National Institute for Food and Agriculture

· Research, Extension, Education, and international programs reauthorized through 2012

· Capacity building programs authorized. Non-land-grant colleges of agriculture and Hispanic-serving institutions authorized to receive appropriate funds to increase capacity to provide education and other programs to under-graduates. 

· Agriculture and Food Research Initiative combines NRI and IFAFS. Increased funding from $500M to $700M annually. Thirty percent of grants must go to projects that integrate research with extension and/or education.

· NPS Outreach Conference – 2009

· Rebecca Power is serving on the Steering Committee

· Rebecca suggests that the National Water Program partner by organizing a symposium, i.e., Ag and Urbanizing Landscapes

· Implications for the National Water Program - It is not often that a program is funded for 12 years

· The challenges – 

· Stay Relevant

· Continue to demonstrate value to Extension/Universities

· Do we shift the regional model?

· Institutionalization of Water Program

Regional Sharing – 

· Region 7 is pursuing a Performance-Based Environmental Management model in four watersheds that pre-dated Jonathan Winsten’s (Vermont) program developing stakeholder-driven, performance-based Incentives for Agricultural Pollution Control.  The ISU Extension Watershed Coordinator and Computer/Nutrient Mgt. Specialist in NE Iowa are also working with Winsten on one of his two current watersheds. Ag producers really like the adaptation as it helps to show them that the practices are getting results. Information is posted on the Heartland website: http://www.heartlandwq.iastate.edu/RegionHome/CSREESProjects/01watershdmgt/3602004Miller.htm
· Region 5’s Social Indicators program http://www.uwex.edu/ces/regionalwaterquality/Flagships/Indicators.htm  is gauging:

· Awareness

· Attitudes

· Constraints

· Capacity

· Willingness to adopt water-quality improving practices in both rural and urbanizing areas
· The Social Indicators Planning and Evaluation System handbook can be found on the web at: http://www.uwex.edu/ces/regionalwaterquality/Flagships/SI-Docs/SI%20Handbook6-08.pdf. 
Region 9 

Activities/Priority Issues:

· Drinking water – rainwater catchment

· discussions are in process with contractors from Dept of Interior to do a Demo project on first flush devices on public buildings in Kosrae (FSM) and a demo and research facility for rainwater catchment in Hilo.  

· A brochure for Rainwater Catchment Systems in Palau was updated/revised and used in the first of a series of workshops conducted by the Palau WQ Coordinator, Palau Dept. of Environmental Health, and Environmental Quality Protection Board.  The education campaign for this workshop series will focus on schools, particularly school cooks, and will continue until all district areas are covered. 

· Animal waste management – dry litter

· Extension educators in Hawaii are working with American Samoa Community College and AS EPA to finalize plans to build a piggery waste demonstration facility at ASCC.  The practices to be demonstrated were recommended in a 2005 visit to AS. 

Regional Products, Programs, Resources:

· A bulletin for the safe use of reclaimed wastewater on agricultural lands in the Southwest is in the final review stage and will likely be released late summer/ early fall. 

· A summer water quality program for youth groups is underway in Micronesia. Each group will learn about and work on rainwater catchment systems (testing for bacterial presence/absence; first flush), and solar purification systems; they will visit local water bottling and testing centers; and they will make a presentation of their activities.  The program is aimed at raising the interest of local students in the natural sciences and encouraging them to pursue education and/or a career in the natural sciences (or at least not be afraid of it!)

· Food safety and water quality 

· Hawaii is working on a Farm Food Safety web site to help farmers understand Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) appropriate for Hawaii. [http://www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/adap/FoodSafety/index.htm]

· Farm visits and coaching for third party audits and food safety certification is part of the new program
Accomplishments and successes:

· The paper "Exploiting Macrofauna Diadromy for Assessing Anthropogenic Impact in American Samoa Streams" was published in the latest issue of Pacific Science (2008), vol. 62, no. 2:177-190. Continuing work will be done collecting stream water samples and sharing the data on nutrients and coliform w/local EPA. 

Region 10
Activities/Priority Issues:

· Alaska is developing a regional septic and well website

· WSU Irrigation Specialist is expanding his webpage http://irrigation.wsu.edu/ to include Oregon and Idaho issues. FY 2009 CSREES grant monies will help to finish the project.

· OSU is restoring Oak Creek that runs through the campus and most importantly, the livestock facility. USDA and Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board is providing funding for creation of wildlife habitat and riparian buffers along more than five miles of streams, including Oak Creek.

Regional Products, Programs, Resources:

· The Satellite/Videostream workshop will show how former ‘destination resorts’ such as Sun Valley Idaho, Bend Oregon, and Whidbey Island in Puget Sound are dealing with an upsurge in population with aging and insufficient infrastructure. Stormwater Management: One Backyard at a Time will be aired in early 2009.

· In October 2008, county agents from around the region will meet in Moscow for a two-day short course on NEMO – Western Style. The difference from the original NEMO model is that the western version is watershed based rather than county or discreet states. 

· WSU will offer a social marketing agent training in 2009 in conjunction with Elaine Andrews and Rebecca Power

Accomplishments and successes:

· Puget Sound is now a priority of EPA’s National Estuary Program and Extension has come to the plate with Low Impact Development seminars, Rain Garden demo sites, and a Sound Waters University event that brought 500 people together to hear what homeowners and businesses can do to manage stormwater runoff that is the number one pollutant problem. 

· The EPA research vessel, OSV Bold has been in Pacific waters for the very first time doing ocean sediment dump surveys, monitoring dioxins and dissolved oxygen levels in Puget Sound, and worked in SE Alaska monitoring cruise ship waste streams in the Inland Waterway. Over 700 people toured the ship when it docked on the seawall in Portland Oregon. An Open Boat event will be held in Seattle Aug. 19 and 20. Administrator Johnson will be in Seattle for the second day’s VIP private tour and reception. The Ecosystems, Public and Tribal Affairs office where the Liaison sits is planning all the events around the Open Boat days.

· Corvallis resident Robert Lackey was awarded the US EPA’s highest award for his work identifying practical policy options for sustaining wild salmon populations in the western US. Lackey, a fisheries biologist with the US EPA in Corvallis, received the Gold Medal for Exceptional Service on May 20 at a national awards ceremony in Washington, DC. 

As an FYI The WSU Center for Sustainable Agriculture and Natural Resources is searching for a new Director upon the retirement of founder and long-time Director Chris Feise: For information: http://csanr.wsu.edu/index.html 

