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Attendees

Jeff Potent (R2) – (212) 637-3857
Daphne Pee (R3) – (301) 405-8569
Rebecca Power (R5) – (608) 263-3425

Susan Brown (R7) – (828)-883-2340 

Christine French (R9) – (951) 827-4327
Jan Seago (R10) – (206) 553-0038
Agenda items

· Update on National Conference Workshop - Rebecca & Daphne
· Review of Ag-101 type programs across the regions - does your region have an ag-101 program?  Daphne is looking at options for her region and is interested to know what others are doing regional updates – all
Workshop Update (Rebecca and Daphne)
The survey for potential attendees was sent out in December and closed after a few weeks.  We got some great response, mostly from academia (particularly, extension community).  The email included more than 400 people, and we received 58 responses, which reflects our request that only those who are interested in attending the workshop respond.  Bret Shaw analyzed the results and, for the most part, the agenda we had pulled together reflects the needs of the potential audience.  

Currently, it doesn’t appear that we’ll need a lot of facilitative assistance, so we won’t need Liaisons to work the workshop, but we would appreciate it if Liaisons participated to bring their experience and knowledge of other programs to bear. 

POST-MEETING NOTE: At the time of the conference call, Christine was waiting to hear back about whether the CSL wants us to report out on Thursday.  Since the call, Reagan has requested that we send a report to the CSL about the workshop – a meeting after the workshop will not be necessary.  Reagan also noted that the CSL is mainly looking for brief reports from the new national facilitation projects during their Monday morning meeting.  We will have a few minutes to share any significant news or successes that the CSL should be aware of.  Daphne and Rebecca will provide a short briefing on the plans for the workshop.  The CSL has not scheduled any formal meetings that require all of the Liaisons to attend.
Ag-101 Program Inventory
Region 10: Program included 3-day onsite demo, 1.5-day classroom training, on-line Ag101 training, and a capstone project where EPA staff worked with ag community or Farm Bureau.
· Audience was mostly EPA, but some state and non-profit representatives ( The program was rolled out to unit directors working on ag issues and then participants self-selected from there
· Held 6 years ago and last year

· Paid for by EPA (RA discretionary fund – but no longer exists) and R10 grant

· Used Purdue resources, as well as those from NRCS. Put together by group of NRCS, Cons. Districts, Food Alliance, Extension.

· Emphasized partnerships and how to work out of EPA regulation box.

Region 5: Program included three 1-day classroom sessions (EPA programs related to ag; State programs and NGOs; Other federal partners) and one 1-day farm session (at Purdue research farm)

· Audience was mostly EPA, but some state and non-profit representatives ( Participants self-selected from EPA (with some nudging from Ag Sector Contact)

· Held in late 2006/early 2007

· Purdue headed curriculum development. Program put together by Extension and used a variety of speakers.
· Emphasized partnerships and how to work out of EPA regulation box.

Other Resources: 

· “Living on the Land, Small Acreages” Program delivered across the west

· John Lawrence essay, “In the Producers Shoes,” printed May 2004 in AMM Newsletter
Future Opportunities:

Region 7: Susan may be able to hold a training during the annual ag-week.
Region 2: Training for Small Animal Farms (set for mid-March) seems similar to Ag101 training ( Focuses mostly on state regulators, municipal officials, and technical providers.

Region 3: EPA R3 Ag Sector Group currently trying to revive itself, with great interest in staff training and specific request to learn more about Ag 101 trainings

Liaison Conference Call:  Set up a call that brings together all the people giving Ag101 trainings to share what units they’ve been teaching. 
Next Meeting: Reno – Sunday evening, 7-9

· Agenda items: Discuss new proposals; Talk with Jen Kushner; Review reporting techniques
· Meet with CSL on Monday morning (see post-call note above)
Report from Regions:

Region 5 

Activities/Priority Issues:

· Drainage Water Management bulletin - Questions and Answers on Drainage Water Management - http://www.uwex.edu/ces/regionalwaterquality/Flagships/DrainageDocs/purduedrainagepub.pdf - more being printed!!!

· Conservation Professional Training – University and partner roundtable to determine training priorities in region – March 13-14. Contact: Ingrid West – iwest@wisc.edu 
· Best Management Practices for Pathogen Control in Manure Management Systems – online bulletin - http://www.extension.umn.edu/distribution/livestocksystems/M1211.html 
· Midwest Cover Crop Council formed - Members of the Council’s network have developed five year action plans in each of these areas that will increase funding for research and development; enhance public awareness and support for cover crops; develop policy incentives and programs to increase farmer adoption of cover crops in the region; and provide education and training necessary to farmers and agencies to make the appropriate shifts to facilitate this adoption. Contacts: Dale Mutch - mutch@msu.edu and Eileen Kladivko - kladivko@purdue.edu 
· Michigan has developed a web-based water withdrawal assessment tool for local communities.  Contact: Jon Bartholic - bartholi@msu.edu 
· Social Indicators interest in Region 8?

· Stormwater innovative practices database – web-searchable and maintainable http://www.uwex.edu/ces/regionalwaterquality/Publications/factsheets/swdatabase07.pdf.  Contact Rebecca.

· “Assessment of Stormwater Best Management Practices”. The on-line document (http://wrc.umn.edu/outreach/stormwater/bmpassessment). Contact: Jim Anderson - ander045@umn.edu 
· Michigan State University and its partners are completing the first phase in the development of the High Impact Targeting (HIT) System.  The system is being used as a tool to focus limited conservation resources on the most serious erosion and pollution problems. It is being pilot tested in Michigan. Beta version at: http://35.9.116.206/hit/hit.asp. Contact: Jon Bartholic - bartholi@msu.edu 
Indiana Watershed Leadership Academy – going on now! http://www.purdue.edu/watersheds.  Contact: Jane Frankenberger - frankenb@purdue.edu. Ohio also has a Watershed Academy - http://ohiowatersheds.osu.edu/owa/. Contact: Joe Bonnell - bonnell.8@osu.edu 
Opportunity for multi-regional collaboration and/or elevation to national level:

· Conservation Professional Training  - Iowa has interest – discussion with Robert Burns ongoing.

· Social Indicators – Region 8 interest?

· Conversation among watershed stewards/academies groups across country?

· Stormwater – BMP database and MN’s work combining stormwater and TMDLs

Region 7

Activities/Priority Issues:

· Nutrient and Pesticide Management team is hosting a roundtable on January 23-24, “Impact Assessment and Achievements in Water Quality Protection”.  This is a discussion among researchers that will set the agenda for a June workshop on the same topic. The roundtable will deal with assessment tools and recent evidence from CEAP projects and others.

· The manure management group is working on a publication summarizing discussions about performance-based nutrient management at their summer, 2007 workshop.
Opportunity for multi-regional collaboration and/or elevation to national level: 
· Planning for next round of 406 proposals, can the liaisons specifically help their regions make connections?
Regional Products, Programs, Resources:

· The latest (November 2007) Manure Management newsletter included articles dealing with changing manure nutrient values, transport of pathogens, and concerns about hormones in field-applied manure.
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