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Attendees: 

Roy Jeffrey (R1) – (860) 486-5962
Rebecca Power (R5) – (608) 263-3425

Fred Moore (R6) – (214) 665-6610

Susan Brown (R7) – (828) 883-2340
Christine French (R9) – (951) 827-4327
Jan Seago (R10) – (206) 553-0038
Agenda items:

Regional updates (information available, as submitted, in notes)

National Water Conference Workshop summary and future consideration
Summer CSL meeting
Other items/Impromptu
National Conference Workshop Summary
“Creating and Sustaining Successful Water Quality Programs: Lessons Learned from Across the Nation and Support for Success at Home” 
Just before the call, Fred sent out a fact sheet which outlines the workshop background; approach to delivery of information; and outcomes and feedback from participants.  

Document intent:

Summary of the workshop to be posted online with the conference proceedings. 

A springboard for a more in-depth summary to be given to CSL for their consideration. 

Action item (ALL): Please review the fact sheet and provide any comments on it to Fred. Comments may be for the fact sheet itself, or in regard to something that should be included in the CSL version (but may not be necessary for this version).

CSL summary document: would like to have this document ready to send out by end of March/early April so CSL has it before their April meeting. The summary will examine more closely the identified needs and offer suggestions on how to proceed.  A logical possibility would be another workshop at the 2008 conference in Reno/Sparks.

A new workshop does not necessarily need to be “produced” by the liaisons. Our role may be to identify the topic and find outside topic experts to present information. 
Related to the Evaluation need – region 5 will soon be hiring someone to help coordinate national efforts on evaluation. This is part of the ad hoc evaluation sub-committee of CSL and is intended to lead to 2-3 multi-region workshops. The national conference may be an appropriate venue to hold such a workshop. 

Evaluation: Information from the submitted evaluation forms was distributed by Christine shortly after the call.  This information was used in the development of the fact sheet and will also be used for the more detailed summary for CSL. 

Summer CSL meetings in Asheville, NC
Our last understanding was that CSL would like to have 2 liaison representatives for one day at their summer meeting.  Fred is checking with Art and Reagan to determine if any additional details are known/available regarding intent, expectations, and/or agenda items. 

Future meeting dates:

Conference call to highlight an NFP: Fred will check availability of NFP reps for 4/10 (after 2:30 pm (eastern)) or 4/18.

Conference call (regular): May 10, 2:30 to 4:30 eastern
Regional Updates

Region 1

Activities/Priority Issues:

1. Private well protection DVD completed and distributed regionally to Health Dpts, etc. Strong endorsement from CT DOHS, among others.

2. Regional web page survey being conducted to ascertain interest, use of, and opportunities for future direction and development of the New England region webpage.

3. Getting ready for October 2007 Review of New England program by conducting a preparation meeting in NH March 2007.

4. Sustain Landscape focus group engaged in arrangements for joint Northeast Region IPM/406 and WQ 406 workshop in July at location near Philly.

Opportunity for multi-regional collaboration and/or elevation to national level:

Outcomes of the Northeast IPM/WQ 406 turf workshop will be instructive for mult-406 WQ regional work with “sister” 406 and other operations.
Region 2

Region 3
Region 5

Activities/Priority Issues:

1. Wild Rice (Environmental Restoration Theme) – Coalition forming with tribes, tribal colleges, universities, agencies, non-profits; will work on ecology (management, protection, restoration), culture, and use.  Follow-up to August 2006 conference

2. Regional stormwater priority-setting meeting among all LGUs in region will take place in late March or early April.  Needs assessment survey went out to local stormwater managers and consultants in January/February and results will be used to inform meeting.  Regional technical advisory committee for stormwater is also being formed (university researchers and agency experts)

3. Regional Team Scenario Planning beginning – scenario planning is a tool for moving forward in the face of high uncertainty and high complexity

4. Social indicators project still ongoing.  We will be presenting a 3-hr pre-conference workshop at the National NPS Monitoring Workshop in Austin (August, 2007)

5. Regional Program Advisory Group will meet for the first time in May, 2007.

Regional Products, Programs, Resources:

1. Social Indicators website: http://www.uwex.edu/ces/regionalwaterquality/Flagships/Indicators.htm
2. UWEX Program Development and Evaluation website: http://www.uwex.edu/ces/pdande/index.html
Region 6

Activities/Priority Issues:

1.  Preparing for the re-rescheduled Region 6 Agricultural Forum.  The meeting, set for April 13 in Dallas, will convene LGU Administrators (research and extension), NRCS State Conservationists, and EPA Senior Staff to devise tangible means to collaborate on agriculture and environmental issues.

2.  Volunteered to assist in the formation of the Southern Region Advisory Committee.  Will begin planning in the next few weeks.

Opportunity for multi-regional collaboration and/or elevation to national level:

Working with the EPA Region 6 Onsite Coordinator to develop and establish O&M training programs for the tribal entities in NM and OK.

Regional Products, Programs, Resources:

Four of the five Region 6 states are collaborating on a Water Policy Forum in OK City, March 29-30.  The meeting will bring select LGU personnel together with state and federal agency as well as legislators responsible for devising policy to discuss how research and extension can influence policy development.

The Southern Region Water Program has scheduled its biannual conference for October 15-17 in Fayetteville, AR.

Regional Program structural idea that may be of interest:

Region 4 is working on the restructure of their liaison position.  EPA is supportive, but does not have any financial resources available to support the position.  The R4 states are largely considering the option of having the incumbent rotate weekly between offices at EPA and University of Georgia.

The 1890 LGUs in R4 are having conversations with EPA to establish an 1890 Liaison position that would be stationed at Alabama A&M University.

Region 7

Activities/Priority Issues:

Nutrient and Pesticide Management – conducted roundtable “Targeting Critical Source Areas for Implementation of BMPs” on January 9-10, 2007. There is a need for greater consistency of recommendations from different agencies.  Looking forward to some formal work, such as development of a white paper and establishment of a working group, to move forward on this issue. 
Established a working group to look at urban water issues and stormwater to see what the needs are. 
Region 8
Region 9
Activities/Priority Issues:

Upcoming conference (April ’07): Promoting Coordinated Management of Water Quality Protection and Food Safety Initiatives in California Vegetable Production

This conference is aimed at answering the question “How can on-farm water quality management practices be co- managed with food safety initiatives in order to protect the environment and human health associated with the production and consumption of cool season vegetables.”

While case study information is focused on California, outputs from this conference are expected to be applicable nation-wide. The conference is open by invitation only, but more information on the conference plan and scope can be found on-line at: http://groups.ucanr.org/wqfsconf/
Water Test Interpreter Database – The University of Nevada, Reno has developed a website to provide domestic well owners with information about how to interpret the results of a chemical analysis of their well water. We are working to expand the database to include constituents of concern Hawaii, Arizona, California, and Guam. If this pilot expansion goes well, can expand it further.  The website for the Nevada example, is: http://www.ag.unr.edu/water/Interpreter/index.html
Simple Solar Distillation Units – The Marshall Islands depend heavily on rain water for their drinking water. This year’s El Nino has brought them a serious drought and water deliveries to homes in the capital (Majuro) have been reduced to only two days a week and may be reduced to one if their aquifer level continues to drop. Cooperative Extension has been working with local EPA to install community solar distillation units on several islands and atolls.   
Accomplishments and Successes:

NRCS approves dry litter for EQIP funding! 

After years of Cooperative Extension promoting dry litter for piggeries in the Pacific Basin, the practice has recently been added to the NRCS EQIP average cost list for conservation practice standards in the Pacific Island Area - West (Guam & CNMI) for 2007 (page 6).  No payments have yet been made for this practice, but some applications have now been made. 

ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/GU/programs/equip/equip_07/PIAWest_FY07_EQIP_AC_List_FO.pdf

Region 10

Activities/Priority Issues:

1. The R10 Team is involved with organizing the Fall Research and Extension conference Water in the PNW: Moving Science into Policy and Action. There will be a ½-day pre-conference workshop and a tour of Bonneville Dam where people will meet with people from the Mid-Columbia Salmon Recovery group, Columbia River Inter Tribal Fish Commission, non-profit representatives and others involved with restoration of salmon runs in Pacific Northwest Rivers. The workshop will follow the tradition of former conferences and offer a ‘Policy 101’ curriculum. Even people within the steering committee tend to think policy and politics are the same, and the workshop will be a basis for delineating the two terms. The main themes besides the basic semantic explanation will be the community efforts that happen in policy, collaboration, and mediation. See http://www.pnwwaterweb.com/ for more information. The conference website is almost on-line and the URL will post it as soon the webpage is ready. 

2. The new RA, Elin Miller, is settling in and learning about the Region with trips to all four states. More than some recent people in the position, she interacts with staff openly. Her office devised a survey to ascertain what the staff felt was going well and/or amiss. She and the Executive Team are using the survey findings to enhance the strategic plan for the Region.
3. First meeting w/advisory committee coming up in May – will work on getting a strategic plan put together. 
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