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Attendees: 

Daphne Pee (R3) – (301) 405-8569
Rebecca Power (R5) – (608) 263-3425

Fred Moore (R6) – (214) 665-6610

Susan Brown (R7) – (828) 883-2340
Christine French (R9) – (951) 827-4327
Agenda items:

Liaison SLT participation/representation at CSL meetings
Participation with National Ag Sector Contacts 

Participation with LPE Learning Center 

Chair-elect Elections

Workshop at National Conference

Regional Updates
Liaison SLT participation / representation at CSL, meetings 
· Summer CSL meeting (July 25- 27)

· Continuing from our discussion on the last call (see notes from 10 May), CSL agreed to invite 1 member of the liaison SLT to join them at their summer meeting in Asheville.  

· Susan was invited and will attend the Wednesday afternoon portion of the meeting.
· Due to unrelated circumstances, the CSL representative for Region 9 will not be able to attend the meeting.  The R9 liaison will attend the meeting in her place. 
· Key topics of discussion for the meeting are expected to include Logic Model & evaluation, and the 2008 national conference.

· Jennifer Kushner, evaluation expert recently hired in R5 will participate in the meeting. 

· Other CSL meetings & conference calls
· A liaison representative is welcome to participate in conference calls and quarterly meetings as appropriate according to the subject matter of the meeting.
Ag Sector Contacts 
· Information Sharing (see 10 May notes for background)

· Based on our previous discussion, Fred contacted Ginah regarding sharing information /updates on the USDA CSREES National Water Program; LPE Learning Center; selected regional updates
· Ginah requested that we share our updates on a conference call; we were allotted 20 minutes on the June 28 call. 
· Our participation was well received, and thanks were issued from Carol & Ginah, as well as kudos from Mary Ann Rozum. 

· We would like to make this a regular occurrence, perhaps annually as they work through their call focus rotation.
· New England fall meeting, October 23 – 25

· Fred emailed the current draft agenda for the fall meeting just prior to this conference call 

· Some liaisons still expressed an interest in attending.  From the last meeting, Jeff and Fred were planning to attend.  Christine and Rebecca might, depending on how the agenda shapes up. Jan and Lloyd are not likely to be there.

Participation with LPE Learning Center  

· As a follow-up to Mark Reese’s presentation on our last call, Fred had a conversation with Carol Galloway (EPA AgCenter)
· Carol is interested in knowing if there is an interest to assist LPE & EPA in getting information on CAFO regs out – looking for tools, approaches, and/or opportunities. 

· Liaison comments that there are plenty of CAFO fact sheets out there; and the Heartland Manure Management Group recently did a workshop on “living with your permit”  --- we are already doing things to help spread the word.

· Suggestion that we ask Carol what specifically she sees as gaps; what isn’t happening that needs to happen?  

· Fred will try to set up a conference call with Carol & liaisons around the 1st of August. 
Chair-elect Elections 

· The nomination committee (current chair and chair-elect) solicited nominations over the past 2 months for the incoming chair-elect 

· Daphne Pee (R3) was nominated & has accepted the nomination -- congratulations Daphne!

· The leadership transition will occur in October 2007.

National Conference Workshop 


· As a group, the liaisons have agreed to coordinate a workshop at the 2008 National conference focused on Funding and Communication/Marketing.  (These were identified as areas of knowledge gaps at the 2007 workshop.)
· Jan, Rebecca, Lloyd, Fred, and Daphne have all volunteered to work on this effort. 

· The name of the person responsible and the workshop (working) title should be submitted to Greg Jennings by July 24 (before the CSL meeting).  
· A brief description of the workshop and tentative speakers should be submitted by Sept. 1.  

· The final program should be completed by Nov. 1. 
· A conference call to discuss the workshop will be convened next week, likely July 16. 

· Fred & Rebecca will coordinate a call with Robin & Greg to discuss how this workshop can compliment the information to be given in the WQ coordinators meeting, likely to focus on leadership. 

· Questions raised: do we know if there will be an evaluation workshop?  If so, should consider coordinating with that workshop as well? 
· Rebecca will check with Jennifer.   

Other

· Participation with other groups/partners

· Rebecca expressed interest in a conversation with CSL to identify strategic venues/events/meetings that would be beneficial to have liaison &/or CSL participation/attendance. 

· The ultimate purpose would be to continue to establish/build/strengthen partnerships, create an ever more diversified set of partners, and become more effective liaisons for our regions

· What topics, events, or (potential) partners are not getting attention?

· Example: Fred & Rebecca will both be attending the National NPS conference in Austin this coming August and can report back to the group.

· Topics for future calls

· How have the various regions built specific partnerships? What do they get out of it? 

· Review regional structures – what works, what doesn’t, what has changed over the past couple of years?  Management issues.  

· Have Jennifer Kushner (R5 evaluation expert) on to update us on what she is doing; look at regional logic models; discuss support for evaluation of workshop.

· Other suggestions???
Future meetings

Conference call: September 6, 2:30 to 4:30 eastern
Regional Updates

Region 3
Activities/Priority Issues:

Past events: 
· May ’07: Held our annual all-hands meeting, including the Advisory Committee, to prepare for the continuation submission and our regional review

· July ’07: Sponsored the Green-Blue Summit held in Malverne, PA (http://northeastipm.org/greenbluesummit.cfm)

Present activities: Preparing for regional review coming up August 21-22. 
Regional Products/Resources: 

· “Biofuels and Water Quality: Meeting the Challenge & Protecting the Environment": Pamphlet, findings from our “Biofuels and Water Quality Conference” held in April

Region 5

Activities/Priority Issues:

Stormwater – have a ½ -time person to work on multi-state stormwater issues.  Building a geo-referenced BMP database that will allow a person to look online for a given BMP or learn what BMPs are being used in a given area. The database will also link to fact sheets for the BMPs.   

Looking into working with NEMO to host the database.
Looking into starting a stormwater wiki.

The stormwater work is the result of a needs assessment.
Social indicators – piloting indicators in a couple of 319 projects in each state; will assess how they work.  

This project has leveraged over $750,000 for the LGIs in the region. 

Private well testing – over 2500 surveys on why people do/ do not test their wells

Products:

A new publication on drain water management (tile drains) has been released.

Region 6

Activities/Priority Issues:

The EPA Region 6 WQ NPS Program hosted a 1-1/2 day meeting in June to bring in the state NPS program leaders.  The meeting focused on those aspects of the state programs that have been successful, specifically in areas of stakeholder involvement, program management, and assessment & targeting.  Discussions were facilitated to encourage transfer of those successful approaches to the other state programs.  Participants appreciated the interaction, information transfer, and identification of opportunities.   
Region 7

Internal work - prior to submitting the continuation proposal, received comments from the recent regional review. Efforts are now being made to address those comments. 


Considering mini-grants to support emerging issues.

Nutrient and Pesticide Management tame had a meeting in June to discuss targeting and modeling.  The expectation is that the discussion will evolve into a full regional summit next year. 

Region 9
Activities/Priority Issues:

EPA Pacific Islands Environment Conference, June 18-21. The regional program was asked to give a presentation during the session on water quality on what our program is and what we are doing in the Pacific.  The Hawaii WQ coordinator gave the presentation. 

During the conference a group of people interested in leptospirosis (a water borne disease; prevalent vectors are pigs, dogs, & rats) came together and initiated a discussion which has continued via email since the conference.  Piggery management continues to be an important issue for our regional group and is also being discussed in the email group.  

Construction on a new piggery demonstration site in Palau has begun.  Much of the planning work was done with cooperation from the WQ coordinator in CNMI.  

National Water Program 
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