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Attendees: 

Roy Jeffrey (R1) – (860) 486-5962
Jeff Potent (R2) – (212) 637-3857

Rebecca Power (R5) – (608) 263-3425

Fred Moore (R6) – (214) 665-6610

Lloyd Walker (R8) – (970) 491-6172

Christine French (R9) – (951) 827-4327
Jan Seago (R10) – (206) 553-0038
Agenda items:

National Water Conference Workshop summary submission to CSL
SLT attendance at CSL summer meeting
National Ag Sector Contacts meeting

Chair-elect Elections

Featured Guest: Dr. Mark Risse (UGA) for the USDA-CSREES National Water Program NFP, Livestock and Poultry Environmental Learning Center

National Conference Workshop Summary
“Creating and Sustaining Successful Water Quality Programs: Lessons Learned from Across the Nation and Support for Success at Home” 
· The workshop summary was submitted to the CSL prior to their meeting in Washington D.C., April 26 & 27.  
· Overall, they were very pleased with how the workshop was conducted (from those who were there for some portion of it), and with the summary materials provided. 
· In particular, they appreciated the highlighting of findings on professional needs:
	Funding 

· How to get it

· Sustaining it

· Beyond grants/contracts
	Communication/Marketing 

· Reaching audiences

· Connecting communities and agencies

· Increasing visibility - reach more people

	Project Management

· Leadership development

· Facilitation skills

· Organizational management

· Time-management
	Evaluation

· Documenting impacts

· Programming evaluations

· Collecting evaluation data, including appropriate surveying methods


· Project Management: CSL wants to make leadership training a major theme of the State WQ Coordinator meeting at the Reno conference; they expect this will encompass some of the knowledge gaps identified. Greg Jennings will lead this effort. 

· Evaluation: Region 5 has hired someone (starting mid-May) to help coordinate national efforts on evaluation. As this effort gets underway, an ad hoc evaluation sub-committee of CSL will likely form.  

· Funding and Communication/Marketing: CSL is supportive of our team (or a sub-committee of our team) working to sponsor and develop a workshop again at the national meeting. 
· If so, we need to send the name of the person responsible, and the workshop (working) title to Kitt Farrell-Poe by the end of June (before the CSL meeting in July).  
· A brief description of the workshop and tentative speakers should be submitted by Sept. 1.  

· The final program must be completed by Nov. 1. 
· General consensus that we should go forward with this.

· Jan volunteered to work on it – has done a satellite program on funding.

· Rebecca mentioned the Institute for Conservation Leadership has programs for non-profits on how to secure funding that might be applicable to LGUs. She will also help with the workshop. 

· Lloyd will fill out the committee. 

· Will schedule a call to begin planning within the next couple of weeks.  

Summer CSL meeting in Asheville, NC
· During the April CSL meeting, the liaison SLT’s participation in the CSL’s summer meeting was again a topic of conversation. The question was raised as to why all liaisons were not invited to attend (2 liaison representatives had been requested to attend). The explanation was linked to minimizing travel costs for the program. By the end of the meeting, the decision was made to rescind the invitation completely.   

· Mark McFarland and Art Gold conveyed this message to Fred. After discussions with Christine, Fred proposed (and Mark forwarded the proposal on to Reagan and Art) that they reconsider the decision. While we are cognizant of travel constraints, the SLT values interaction with the CSL. Perhaps one liaison representative could be included in CSL meetings and conference calls, or portions thereof. The SLT member attending would be at the discretion/selection of the SLT.  The representative would be selected depending on the topics of interest on the agenda, ease/cost of travel to the meeting location, or position of leadership within the SLT. 

· Rebecca was concerned that there may be question from the CSL on who will be attending. 

· Lloyd voiced that it should be the chair; agreement from Rebecca and Jan.   
· Expect to hear back from CSL on this issue by early June.

Ag Sector Contact Meeting, October 23 – 25, Lowell, MA
· Discussion was initiated by reminding the call participants that the SLT would not be attending the CSL’s summer meeting and therefore did not have a face-to-face meeting scheduled.  The question was posed as to whether the SLT, in some denomination, might consider attending the Fall ’07 Ag Sector Meeting in New England.  Would be an opportunity to add a half-day meeting.

· All agreed that it is useful to have a presence at the meeting, however, we do not all need to be there. 

· Those with compelling interest or reason to go are encouraged to attend.

· Rebecca and Lloyd suggested that if we could obtain some time on the agenda with relevant subject matter might make attending more worth while. Some suggested items included:

· Update on USDA CSREES National Water Program

· National Facilitation Projects and resources, such as LPE Learning Center

· Ag 101 curriculum

· Fred, Rebecca, and Christine volunteered to work on a proposal to the planning committee.

· At this time, Jeff and Fred were planning to attend.  Christine and Rebecca might, depending on how the agenda shapes up. Jan and Lloyd are not likely to be there.

· Meeting outline as of April 2007 will be distributed via email 
Chair-elect Elections 

A nomination committee for chair-elect was discussed with various options; the participating liaisons agreed to current chair and chair-elect. 

The nomination committee will send out an email by the end of May asking for nominations (or notice from those who prefer not to be considered). 

Future meetings

Conference call: July 5, 2:30 to 4:30 eastern
Based on the value gained from the presentation of the LPELC on this call, we are encouraged to continue our efforts to engage the NFPs, learn what they are doing and how the liaisons may be of service. 

Option presented to have monthly conference calls (instead of bi-monthly) and alternate them so that we have our round-robin updates and other items one month and NFP or other guest the next month.

No decision was reached; decided to continue this discussion via email. 

Featured Guest: Dr. Mark Risse (UGA) for the USDA-CSREES National Water Program NFP, Livestock and Poultry Environmental Learning Center (http://lpe.unl.edu/index.html) 
Fred forwarded some documents provided by Mark with the announcement of the conference call (5/7/2007).  
Mark gave a presentation on the LPELC including what the project is doing, products, future plans, and how the liaisons can interact with the project.  Follow-up information on team members was forwarded via Fred after the presentation (5/10/2007).  
A brief outline of the presentation: 

· Purpose: Connect national experts with those assisting producers.

· Customer: Not the farmer, but rather those individuals and organizations that influence producer decisions, such as certified crop advisors, county agents, and NRCS. 

· Products: 

· Webcasts, 3rd Friday of each month, 1:30 central. Have had good geographic distribution of attendees; averaging around 120-150 participants per session. 

· Continuing Education Units are available 

· National Web Presence (http://lpe.unl.edu/index.html)

· Long term – would like to transfer to eXtension.

· Newsletter – can subscribe online, currently ~ 1000 subscribers across the country

· Research updates – would like to incorporate user friendly & useful updates of current/on-going research on the site. 

· Interaction with SLT

· Help to identify

· Topics of webcasts

· Resource people for future webcasts

· EPA/regional needs

· Technical experts of eXtension content (either to be one or identify others)

· Outreach (survey/newsletter)

· Help with long term sustainability
· Possibility for some funding through CCA – CEUs; but will need more

· Possibility for selling advertising space on the site

· Other ideas?

· Most pressing needs right now: 

· Long term sustainability

· Growth; outreach to state regulatory agencies

· Concern: documenting impact

· Can track some information for those who see the live webcasts, but don’t know much beyond number of downloads for the archived webcasts.

· A topic being considered for a future webcast is preparing for an inspection.
(Again, this is just a brief outline of the very informative presentation. All are encouraged to visit the website and tell others about it! Many thanks to Mark for his time!)

Regional Updates

Region 1

Activities/Priority Issues:

1. Blue Green Summit. Philadelphia July 18-19. Joint conference hosted by Northeast IPM Center; plus Regions 1 and 3 of WQ Program, along with Scotts Environmental Stewardship Program. Focus is on residential pest management, nutrients and water quality. Two speakers from New England who are associated with the Region One 406 effort. See registration website at: http://northeastipm.org/greenbluesummit.cfm
2. Regional Water Program Impact Report. Designed to summarize the regional project in a simple to follow format. Outcomes to be highlighted for each of the seven focus areas as well as the overall project itself. Will be used for regional review in October and for other external public relations efforts over time.

3. Regional Logic Model. Designed to address overall project from a regional management standpoint. To be used during the October review and for ongoing management purposes.

Opportunity for multi-regional collaboration and/or elevation to national level:

Blue Green Summit is a multi-regional collaborative effort that brings WQ Regions One and Three into a planning process that is being carried under the overall leadership of the Northeast Regional IPM Center. Also, Scotts is part of the planning process.

Regional Products, Programs, Resources:

Regional management logic model, regional summary report.
Accomplishments and successes:

Blue Green Conference is a good example of personnel from different program areas (WQ, IPM) coming together and jointly developing the conference theme and agenda as well as ID key speakers.

Region 2

Region 3
Activities/Priority Issues:

1.  Past Events (since last Liaison Report)

a. Jan. ’07: Regional Nutrient Trading Workshop. Findings to be published.

b. Mar ’07:  Endocrine Disrupting Compounds Workshop. Findings from previous science forum were provided at this workshop.

c. Apr ’07:  Biofuels Workshop. Findings to be published.

d. Apr ’07:  Information Fair for EPA Region 3 HQ.

e. Apr ’07:  Convened a working group meeting on urban/suburban water quality

f. May ’07:  Convened first Regional Advisory Committee conference call

2.  Present Priority Issues

a. Preparing for all-hands program meeting, including Advisory Committee (May 23-24)

b. Pulling together resubmission

c. Preparing for regional review (Aug. 21-22)

Regional Products, Programs, Resources:

Available:

· “The ABCs of EDCs”: Pamphlet on endocrine disrupting chemicals, findings from the Nov. ’06 science forum 

· Agenda and presentations from the nutrient trading workshop is now available at http://www.mawaterquality.org/conferences/trading.htm
· Agenda and presentations from the biofuels conference is now available at http://www.mawaterquality.org/conferences/biofuels.htm 

· Agenda and presentations from the EPA Information Fair is now available at http://www.mawaterquality.org/conferences/epa_informational_fair.htm 

In development:

· Findings from the nutrient trading workshop

· Findings from the biofuels conference

Region 5

Region 6

Activities/Priority Issues:

1. The Region 6 Agricultural Forum convened USDA-NRCS state conservationists and Land Grant Institution administrators from Region 6 to meet with EPA Senior Staff on April 13.  The meeting, moderated by the Deputy Regional Administrator, was designed to encourage direct participation from each agency on ag/environmental issues of watershed restoration and protection, air quality and nutrient management, and ag energy.  Participation was achieved in each of the issue discussions; however, an initial regional collaborative effort was not identified.  Next steps include: forming a regional steering committee; development of a staff level memorandum to encourage agency cooperation/interaction; and exploration of state specific meetings that will convene the same entities (by state) as well as their respective state environmental, conservation, and agricultural agencies to pursue collaborative opportunities.  Possibility exists to have a second Ag Forum in a year, depending upon successful achievements during that time period.
2.  The EPA Region 6 WQ Division and Tarrant County (of which Ft. Worth, TX is the seat) have formed a two year partnership that focuses efforts to educate county employees on water conservation methods at work and home.  Will participate in outreach efforts over the next two years that will include weekly emails with water conservation tips, articles in the Tarrant County newsletters and other County communications, speaking engagements at county events, organizing a “Lunch and Learn” water conservation educational series,” Back to School” programs, as well as water conservation summits for local Mayors and elected officials as well as Facilities and Public works Directors, to build awareness of the critical need to conserve water in North Texas.

3.  Currently forming/populating the Southern Region Advisory Committee.

Regional Products, Programs, Resources:

1.  The EPA Region 6 WQ NPS Program will be hosting a two day meeting in June that will convene the state NPS program leaders.  The meeting will focus on the positive aspects of each states’ program and encourage transfer of successful approaches.  As a third party, I was asked to facilitate these discussions.

2.  The CSREES Southern Region’s Bi-annual Conference is scheduled for October 15 -18 in Fayetteville, AR.  Will include tours, presentations, and poster sessions.
Region 7

Region 8
Region 9
Activities/Priority Issues:

EPA Pacific Islands Environment Conference, June 18-21. Several members of our region will be attending and will be presenting posters on regionally supported research on detection methods for leptospirosis; dry litter for piggeries; and pollution prevention/recycling efforts. 

Recent past conference (April ’07): Promoting Coordinated Management of Water Quality Protection and Food Safety Initiatives in California Vegetable Production

This conference highlighted some conflicts between water quality management practices and food safety initiatives and identified some research needs to help bring the two areas in line with each other.
Proceedings and other conference information will be published.  

Opportunity for multi-regional collaboration and/or elevation to national level:

Promoting Coordinated Management of Water Quality and Food Safety Initiatives. The conference had some national presence with Mike O’Neill and Jan Singleton (USDA National Program Leader for Food Science & Food Safety), both of whom recognized the need for integrated management.  

A workshop is being planned for the national conference in Reno next year. 

Region 10

Activities/Priority Issues:

1. First meeting with Advisory Committee on May 17, 2007. 

2. King County Extension (Seattle) received a grant from the King County Government to lead the production of outreach/education modules to use for community workshops on Climate Change and its affects on natural resources in the PNW.

3. Pacific Northwest Regional Survey. The mail survey process of our 2007 regional water issues survey is completed. We received 1,009 completed surveys from Alaska, Idaho, Oregon and Washington. We were over our 50% goal overall and individually in Oregon, Idaho and Washington. We did not reach 50% in Alaska.

4. Northwest Indian College applied for USDA CSREES Tribal Research grant for ‘Dead zone in Bellingham Bay’ and was accepted; starts June

5. The entire team is involved with the planning of the fall’s Research and Extension Conference, Water in the Pacific Northwest: Moving Science into to Policy and Action

6. Mike Gamroth (OSU) received a grant from the Oregon Department of Agriculture to survey dairies concerning accumulation of copper in soils from using copper sulfate footbaths. This would be a potential graduate project in mid-2007

7. "Pond School 2007: Creating and Maintaining Healthy Ponds” held at OSU on May 5, 2007. The program included sessions focused on farm/watershed ponds as well as sessions on backyard/ornamental ponds, and it will feature presentations on many of the issues that current pond owners and those interested in building ponds frequently ask about. The focus was keeping ponds healthy, both internally and with respect to bigger ecosystems and watersheds.
8. OSU plans to start a small grants program for agricultural Extension programs to promote water quality education/demonstration projects.

Regional Products, Programs, Resources:

1. Alaska is beginning the Master Well Owner Program

National Water Program 
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