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Attendees: 

Roy Jeffrey (R1) – (860) 486-9228

Jeff Potent (R2) – (212) 637-3857

Jake Vandevort (R3) – (301) 405-5849

Fred Moore (R4 & 6) – (214) 665-6610

Rebecca Power (R5) – (608) 263-3425

Susan Brown (R7) – (828) 883-2340

Lloyd Walker (R8) – (970) 491-6172

Christine French (R9) – (951) 827-4327

Jan Seago (R10) – (206) 553-0038

Damon Frizzell (R7) – (913) 551-7560

Robin Shepard (R5) – (608) 262-1748

Agenda items:

“Building A National Network of Excellence” success story document

Partnership Subcommittee meeting discussion

Planning for the upcoming year:  projected contributions and accomplishments

Regional Information Exchange: national reporting and review

Regional Updates

Success Story Document

Rebecca introduced the document and recognized Christine, Jake, and Fred for their hard work.  The group agreed that future publications should meet the needs of external, as well as internal audiences. Lloyd agreed to help frame direction for the next version, as well help with final edits.  Other Liaisons will also be asked to participate in the next subcommittee.  The document was presented and distributed at the Monday morning (Feb. 6) CSL meeting and during the State Water Quality Coordinators’ meeting.  Fred will be distributing several hard copies to everyone via USPS - additional hard copies are available when needed.  Let’s use them!!!  Electronic copies are available at http://www.usawaterquality.org/success.html - Natl_Pubs and the southern regional website at the 1) top of the “Regional Resources” submenu, 2) top of the “Success Stories” submenu, and 3) top of the “New” category.

Partnership Subcommittee meeting discussion

Rebecca and Fred met with the Partnership Subcommittee to discuss the Regional Liaison SLT’s membership to the subcommittee.  The outcome of the meeting included the agreement that three members of the Liaison SLT would participate in the Subcommittee.  The members would include the current Chair and two others, rotating biennially.  Tom Simpson made the final selection:  Rebecca Power, Roy Jeffrey, and Fred Moore.  The Partnership subcommittee has asked the Liaisons to develop a list of titles and one-line descriptions for every project funded in their region to use as a reference when planning and pursuing partnership initiatives.

Planning for the upcoming year

The following list of projected accomplishments and contributions were identified, defined, and presented to the CSL for comment:

· Contribute to efforts that communicate and demonstrate the value of Section 406 and the National Water Program during the current budget cycle.  One example that came out of Liaison discussions was to work with a representative regional coordinator to: 

· Share Regional Program final reports across regions

· Review the reports for a concise list of common impacts, including an estimate of total leveraged resources

· Prepare a summary for CSL review and refinement

· Develop a follow up to the current success story document addressing the remaining topic areas identified in the Summer 2005 meeting.  Possibly produce a second publication formatted to address external audiences.

· Explore the potential roles and formats for an external advisory function association with the Regional Programs.  Prepare summary of discussion for CSL review.

· Engage in in-depth discussions on how Regional Program engage internal and external partners and how the Programs measure success (outcomes/impacts, program logic models).  What can we learn from each other’s approaches?  This discussion would build capacity within the Liaison SLT as well as be summarized for CSL review.

Regional Information Exchange: national reporting and review

After discussing the merits of this exchange, the group expressed interest in reviewing regional reports and discussing regional logic models.  Robin Shepard (R5) offered to facilitate a discussion during the summer meeting. (Please see the last bullet in the “Planning for the coming year” section above.)

Regional Updates

Region 1: 

New England Water Resources Conference – Conversations initiated with chair of New England Water Resources Centers (John Peckenham – Maine) re: joining 406 with his group (and possibly others) to offer an annual water resources conference designed to present relevant research and outreach information to LGU faculty and staff, agency personnel and other academic, industry and NGO representatives. 

Ag Focus Area – Efforts continued to strengthen internal and external activities of the two New England agriculture focus groups to include strengthened CCA Training, regional pasture research center proposal with ARS, summer CCA tours, relations with regional SARE PDP group.  Survey results from recently completed New England CCA Training will produce useful information about needs and opportunities for additional education and interaction.

Region 2: 

Passaic River Phosphorus Trading Project, 1/17-18/06 kickoff meeting – This US EPA funded project led by the Rutgers University, Water Resources Program, will design, facilitate implementation and evaluate a water quality trading program for the non-tidal portion of the Passaic River watershed.  Meeting included presentations on the environmental science, legal, public policy and economic dimensions that will be included in this innovative project to optimize financial resource utilization and environmental benefits in this heavily developed watershed.  Rutgers University, Equine Science Center, Environmental Management Demonstration Site -- In late December we convened a kickoff event for this project.  The event included presentations by Rutgers University, Cook College, Executive Dean Robert Goodman, the New Jersey Secretary of Agriculture, and other project partners, including the US Environmental Protection Agency and the US Department of Agriculture, Natural Resource Conservation Service.
Region 3: 

Delmarva Master Well Owner Network – The successful Pennsylvania program has been adapted to serve the Delmarva Peninsula while targeting rural, underserved audiences.  The initial training workshop is scheduled for March 25, 2006 and a second in April.

Regional Partnership and Collaboration Meeting – on May 17, 2006 the Regional Program will be hosting a partnership and collaboration workshop in Frederick, MD.  Federal and State agency partners as well as Extension Deans and Directors will be invited to discuss opportunities to work together collaboratively.

The Mid-Atlantic Nutrient Management Handbook -  The Regional Program has revised the older document and made use of information mapping techniques to make the new document more reader friendly.  The handbook includes the most recent science and limits use of state specific content to make it applicable across the Mid-Atlantic.  The document should be ready for distribution by April.  Distribution will rely heavily on use of the Program’s website and CD-Roms, limited hardcopies will be produced.

Region 4 & 6:

Region 6 received a request from Oklahoma Conservation Commission to explore the potential for the utilization of Watershed Protection Plans in place of implementing TMDLs on impaired water bodies.  EPA Region 6 is currently reviewing this possibility.  Since the initial request, Louisiana and Texas have submitted similar appeals.

Fred and the Region 6 Ag Advisor have developed a proposal outlining the development of a collaborative forum composed of EPA senior staff, NRCS state conservationists (or their appointee), Extension Administrators, and Extension Water Quality Coordinators from within the confines of the Region to discuss ag issues and environmental priorities. Through these meetings, they hope to enhance collaboration between the three agencies through the identification of overlapping issues and priorities.  They plan to utilize this document to organize internal and external support allowing them to move forward with plans for the meeting.
Region 5: 

Milwaukee Water Quality Seminar – 150 land grant stakeholders from across the North Central Region – thank congressional leadership and cultivate new generation of land grant “champions”.  For those in line to host/plan for one of the next or ‘to be’ scheduled seminars, make sure goals and roles are clearly defined.

Developing a Social Component for the Region 5 NPS (Sec. 319) Evaluation Framework (NPSEF) – Partnership with USEPA Region 5 and state environmental agencies. Challenges of truly multi-state programs in a state-specific funding environment!  Please see http://www.uwex.edu/ces/regionalwaterquality/Flagships/Indicators.htm for more information.

Wild Rice Conference – Environmental Restoration Theme – large tribal contingent on steering committee – looking at cultural, environmental restoration, and agronomic issues.  The conference will be held on August 8-11.  The Great Lakes Regional Team would like to help organize a pre-conference meeting with the Tribal Colleges in the region to exchange information and talk about water quality and institutional coordination.

CNMPs and Training for Conservation and Environmental Professionals (A Land Grant/CSREES/NRCS Collaboration) (TCEP) – National MOU in progress with NRCS with Great Lakes Regional Program as an informal partner (UW-Extension will hold the MOU)  – Four topics CNMPs, Conservation Planning, Pest Management, Feed Management.  A comprehensive training curriculum for both new and experienced conservation  professionals (core conservation training, conservation planning, CNMP, feed management, and managed grazing).  Over 200 participants in a total of 25 training courses.  For more information about the curriculum, please see http://www.uwex.edu/ces/regionalwaterquality/conservationtraining/.

Region 7: 

NPM Issue team just hosted a pesticide roundtable  - results on web at www.oznet.ksu.edu/waterquality/Pest_RT.htm  They will be hosting a conference June 6-8. See  http://www.oznet.ksu.edu/waterquality/calendar.htm 

AMM team will hold their annual conference in April.  The focus will include performance measurement. I understand they are considering opening attendance to additional people (we usually invite a smaller, target audience). To keep up or inquire about this, check out events on the Heartland website: http://www.heartlandwq.iastate.edu/Event/ammspringconf.htm

The CIWM team is planning a workshop on partnership building in watershed management. More details will be available in March.

Region 8: 

Arsenic in private wells is a topic we are addressing with assessments, research on treatment methods, and educational outreach.  This is in response to the tightening of Arsenic levels and the need to address private well users.  Would be applicable regionally and nationally.

April 4-6 the Region is presenting a “Produced Water Workshop” in Fort Collins.  This will address water produced as a by-product of such activities as Coal bed methane production.  We continue to address this topic as CBM production continues to increase.

We have a handbook for use by landowners who are faced with CBM drilling on their land.  The handbook consolidates the knowledge about this subject

Region 9: 

As a direct result of activities and associations fostered by the Southwest States and Pacific Islands Regional Water Program, the state coordinator from Nevada is heading a project to develop and apply a method to test natural waters for Leptospira spirochetes. The project is funded by R-IX EPA.

Water Reuse in the Southwest – a regional project. Water Reuse Guidelines appropriate for the Southwest are being developed to address:  a. Federal and state policies and regulations on wastewater reuse, b. Physical, chemical, and biological characteristics of reclaimed wastewaters, and c. Wastewater application for landscape and agriculture.

Representatives from Hawaii attended the Master Farmer workshop (R6) at the national conference and foresee real application for the template in Hawaii and the Pacific.

Some new fact sheets on Reverse Osmosis are available on our regional website entitled:

Reverse Osmosis: How it Works; Selecting a Reverse Osmosis Unit; Installing & Maintaining a Reverse Osmosis Unit
http://ag.arizona.edu/region9wq/resourcespublications.htm
As part of their work on Watershed Management issues, Hawaii has posted online information about all the 319 funded projects in Hawaii. Until this website was made available, there was no electronically available information on any 319 projects in Hawaii. 

http://www2.ctahr.hawaii.edu/wq/nps319/nonpointsource.htm
Region 10: 

The RA is highly motivated for us to involve the unit with ‘Sustainable Idaho’, a new grant process at the University of Idaho. A curriculum needs to be developed in all disciplines. Southern Idaho uses irrigation intensively, consequently there is interest conservation methods and tech transfer for more efficient irrigation system use. There are ESA issues as well that we can become involved with.

The Region will be host to a cadre of AmeriCorps and an EPA intern shortly. The Ecosystems, Tribal and Public Affairs Unit is working on some projects that we can assist. One idea is to make short video clips downloadable to IPODs, PDAs, and computers. My suggestion was to go to some of the agency funded projects and film progress on restoration projects, etc. Other ideas such as invasive species control, environmental inventorying with watershed planning groups.

The Ag Sector lead and others in the unit are planning an Ag 101 training for EPA personnel that will culminate with a 2 – 3 day bus tour of the state in July. People who want to go on the tour must complete an on-line tutorial on farming basics and sustainable ag; attend class-room sessions to discuss the on-line materials and the EPA programs that commonly deal with agricultural issues, to include, at minimum, pesticides, water, and air. The partners in this venture are NRCS, ARS, Extension, and commodity groups that support agriculture.

The 2006 Watershed Issues Satellite workshop is on storm water management in northern tier states and arid regions. Partners are welcome to discussions and suggestions of important BMPs in these two areas. Last year’s satellite was promoted nationally and had a great success. This year’s is not so ambitious, from my point of view. I will send out notices to last year’s participant groups and have the supporting materials on the regional website, but not to the extent as last year. Liaison assistance was good last year, and I hope that you folks will have time to offer contact help this year as well.

Future conference call (2:30 – 4:30 EST) & meeting dates:

Calls:

March 9 (proposed)

April 13

June 8

In-Person Meetings:

Park City, UT:
Wednesday, July 26-28th, in concert with the CSL.
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