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Attendees: 

Jeff Potent (R2) – (212) 637-3857

Jake Vandevort (R3) – (301) 405-5849

Fred Moore (R4 & 6) – (214) 665-6610

Rebecca Power (R5) – (608) 263-3425

Susan Brown (R7) – (828) 883-2340

Lloyd Walker (R8) – (970) 491-6172

Christine French (R9) – (951) 827-4327
Linda Green (R1) –  lgreen@uri.edu

Agenda items:

Update on the Liaison SLT role in the State Water Quality Coordinator’s meeting

Update on Liaison participation in the CSL meeting

Update on Success Stories

Update Partnership Committee

Review Liaison meetings at the National Conference and possible participation at the CSL summer meeting

Regional Updates

Action Item: 

Submit (to Rebecca and Linda) example(s) of how you have worked/interacted with a NFP to benefit your Regional WQ Coordinators

Develop and submit (to Jake) brief (short paragraph) of the regionally funded 406 projects
National Facilitation Discussion

Linda Green and Rebecca will be allotted 30 minutes of the SWQC’s meeting to address the critical components of a national project.  They will discuss how the NFP and SLT fit together in the national program.  They asked that the liaisons submit examples of working with NFPs for inclusion in their presentation.  These examples should articulate how the liaison working with the NFP benefited the Region and the WQ Coordinators.  Current examples include Rebecca’s work in the Great Lakes Region with the volunteer monitoring program; Sharon’s work with the Pacific Northwest to coordinate volunteer monitoring; and Jeff’s efforts in Region 2 to encourage the adoption of NEMO.

During this time, Rebecca will provide some background of the SLT, the effort we have put forth to collect and promote successful programs, and the capacity of our network to recognize information needs and the ability to gather, share, and distribute materials to suffice.  

CSL Meeting

The agenda has not been finalized, so we are not sure of our roll in the meeting, however, we have all been asked to participate.  

We will meet Sunday (Feb. 5) from 5:00-8:00 near a television.  The agenda will include:

· preparation for Monday’s CSL meeting

· synthesis of the success stories

· assessment of our working relationship with the partnership subcommittee

· continue our network of communication and information exchange

· identifying our direction for the coming year

· discussion of our roll in promoting the retention of Sec. 406

· discussion of the process of regional reporting and review as it relates to the national program (Susan)

· Ag Sector Contacts Meeting; Wednesday, May 31, 2006 - Friday, June 2, 2006 in Annapolis, MD (Region 3 is the lead)

We will meet Wednesday (Feb 8) for lunch from 12-1 as an opportunity to reconnect and debrief.

Success Stories Update

The subcommittee composed of Christine, Jake, and Fred compiled the success stories that were submitted by the liaison team.  The subsequent result was the creation of three informative documents showing the critical aspects for success and reflecting a national capacity.  These success stories will be posted on the national website once a means to do so is created.  The thought is that the concept will be presented to the SWQC’s and further explained during the respective regional team meetings.  

Partnership Committee Update

Tom was unable to join us, but will distribute progress update to the group.  This will include an announcement with the proposed names of individuals that would compose the Committee participants.  

Regional Updates

Region 1: 

N/A.

Region 2: 

Have completed their Region’s final report of accomplishments.  

Rutgers University, in partnership with US EPA Region 2, the New Jersey Department of Agriculture (NJDA) and the USDA-CSREES Regional Water Quality Program, have developed an environmental management demonstration site to design, implement and evaluate best management practices (BMPs) to reduce the water quality impacts associated with equine and other small animal farms operating in rural/suburban areas.  The NJDA Secretary of Ag and EPA R2 RA were on hand to dedicate the facility.  Both were tripping over themselves to recognize the value of the liaison position in making the dialogue occur.  

Kicking off a water quality trading program next week for a watershed in central New Jersey.  The program includes partners from Cornell, Rutgers, and federal agencies.

Region 3: 

Kickoff meeting for Master Well Owner Network training scheduled for this spring.  Chesapeake Bay and NEMO, NOAA taking a leading roll.   Nearing completion of the nutrient management training manual that is applicable to the entire region.  Planning for training/workshops associate with the manuals content.

Region 4 & 6:

LSU AgCenter in coordination with the Southern Region Water Program are developing a ‘How to’ guide for developing a Master Farmer program.  The manual explicitly describes the critical components that were needed to make their program successful (i.e., partnerships, buy-in from the Extension directors and agents, incentives, etc.).  Currently in draft format, but should be available for hard copy and web distribution by early Summer ’06.  Subsequently, will be releasing all of the powerpoint presentations they used to conduct their programs (electronic and hard copy).  Have not determined how that will be distributed.  Arkansas, Mississippi, and Texas are moving forward with the development of their respective MF programs.

EPA Region 4’s Agricultural Committee has organized a collaborative forum composed of EPA senior staff, NRCS state conservationists (or their appointee), Extension Administrators, and Extension Water Quality Coordinators from within the confines of the Region.  Through these meetings, they hope to enhance collaboration between the three agencies through the identification of overlapping issues and priorities.  Fred and the Region 6 Ag Advisor attended the most recent meeting to audit the content.  They plan to duplicate R4’s efforts.
Region 5: 

Conservation Animal Training: county conservationists/TSPs/Forestry approved as NRCS training 

Developing a suite of social indicators to evaluate 319 programs.  Will use as a survey to obtain very basic dissemination of values, skills, behavioral change, community/group capacity, etc.

Region has hired an Estuary Outreach Coordinator.  The position is a theme coordinator to help the regional water quality coordinators.  Will be working directly with Rebecca.

Water Quality Challenges and Opportunities – Seminar to be held at the Milwaukee Art Museum Jan 17, 2006.  Regions 5, 7, and 8 have been working together to put program together.  Have arranged for Senator Coal (WI) to preside over the program.  Agenda will include Deans and Directors from the various states to highlight the current and future means that the American LGUs are helping to solve critical issues.  State Water Quality Coordinators will discuss means to work multi-regionally.  Seminar looking at agriculture management, water conservation/security, and urban related issues and how the LGUs are positioning themselves to work in these areas.  Within the next 6 months, Region 8 will host a seminar focusing on water supply, security, and ?  

Region 7: 

The Animal Manure Management team of the Heartland Water Quality Initiative and the Department of Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering at Iowa State University will host a CNMP Development Course at the Fairmont Hotel in Kansas City, Missouri February 13-15, 2006. The course will be based on the CNMP Core Curriculum developed by a national group with extension leadership under an MOU with NRCS. The training satisfies the NRCS technical service provider (TSP) training program standards. For further information and to register for the course, please visit: http://www.ucs.iastate.edu/mnet/cnmp/home.html. This represents the first time trainers won’t be the ones who developed the training materials – that is, the first demonstration of the “train-the-trainor” model for this curriculum.  The first national CNMP training occurred in Portland.

The “Community Involvement in Watershed Management” issue team is sponsoring a “partnership” workshop in June 06.  Will convene agency partners in a session to improve interagency partnerships in working with watershed communities.  The group recruited a multi-agency planning/implementation team whose first face-to-face meeting will be February 15-16. The next challenge will be identifying agency personnel that will be beneficial for such a session.

Pesticide Round Table to discuss issues in the region took place January 23-24, 2006. Will plan a workshop around the issues at hand.  Targeting LGU scientist and outreach specialists. (details on roundtable see http://www.oznet.ksu.edu/waterquality/W&E.htm)

Region 8: 

Conducting Regional calls to work on the Pacific Northwest Region’s assessment survey results.  Are currently trying to determine direction.  Will be refocusing on other media for distributing info: TV, NP, local weather forecasts.

Coal bed methane and related water quality issues continues to be a hot topic.  Planning a Regional conference to address.

Well pumps produced prior to 1980 have PCB’s in their capacitors.  R8 have talked about outreach potential utilizing extension.  Trying to determine direction, but slow due to disposal issues.

Region 9: 

Pacific Northwest Region’s assessment survey was conducted in 2003-04.  Showed a big emphasis on drinking water in the Pacific Islands (i.e., water from rainwater catchments).  Individuals felt that the water was safe, however, University personnel had other data.  Used this as a spring-board to develop some educational and outreach materials.  Extension personnel form the Pacific Islands met up with the catchments expert at Hawaii and has expanded dramatically.  

Have initiated a partnership with Project Wet; CA and AZ planning workshop for Oct.

Region 10: 

N/A

Future conference call (2:30 – 4:30 EST) & meeting dates:

Calls:

April 13

June 8

In-Person Meetings:

San Antonio: 
Monday, February 5th, from 5-8 pm in San Antonio, Texas.


Wednesday, February 8th, from 12 – 1pm.
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