[image: image1.png]_ Land Grant Colleges' and Universities'
a8 Nationadl
€  Water Program
-

A Partnership of USDA CSREES
& the Land Grant System





Attendees: 

Jeff Potent (R2) – (212) 637-3857

Jake Vandevort (R3) – (301) 405-5849

Daphne Pee (R3) – (301) 405-5849
Rebecca Power (R5) – (608) 263-3425

Fred Moore (R6) – (214) 665-6610

Susan Brown (R7) – (828) 883-2340

Christine French (R9) – (951) 827-4327

Agenda items:

Summer meeting agenda


Facilitated evaluation discussion 


New Liaison Leadership
Regional Updates

Action Items

· Submit to the Liaison list serve a brief synopsis or those written documents respective to your region on how you plan to form a regional advisory group – deadline July 20
· Submit to the Liaison list serve any information about your regional logic model, goals/objective, and evaluation strategy – deadline July 21.
Summer meeting agenda
Park City, Utah: Region 8 will have their regional meeting and review in the days prior to the CSL and Liaison meetings. The Liaison meeting will be ½ day Wednesday, all day Thursday, and ¼ day Friday (scheduled to end at noon).  Will meet with the CSL Wednesday afternoon and Friday morning.  Please register ASAP if you haven’t already!!!

Will begin meeting at 1:00 pm Wednesday (7/26) and will continue for about two hours.  This will give the team an opportunity to have discussions to identify what we want to accomplish in the coming year and develop suggestions as to how we foresee the formation of regional advisory groups.  From about 3-5 we will meet with the CSL to relay the outcomes of the earlier discussions and solicit comment.
Beginning Thursday, we will meet with Lisa Duriancik to get CSREES’ take on the development of a RAG, inquire as to the information the agency is needing regarding evaluation, and their preferred method of delivery.  Robin Shepard will facilitate an in depth discussion on evaluation.  To prepare, Susan asked that everyone bring their region’s logic model, their region’s brief goals/objectives, evaluation strategies, and anything else that would contribute to the topical discussion.  Will utilize EPA’s part review as a resource.  Keep in mind that one of the key purposes for this discussion is about shoring up evidence of performance for 2008 project renewals, should we have the opportunity. 

Rebecca asked that the call participants provide initial input on the development of their region’s advisory committee.  Jeff stated that they are identifying the players to involved; they already have a group of partners that they have agreements/relationships with and will probably build on those.  Both Jake and Fred identified that their regions have made limited progress.  Rebecca conveyed that R5 has a suite of potential members.  Are identifying reasons/benefits for the region and external partners to participate.  Susan confirmed that R7 is making efforts to develop a plan of action.  Christine acknowledged that the development of a regional advisory committee is not feasible for their region.  Each state/island has a defined perspective; will probably form one that is internally policing.

New Liaison leadership
Selection of the Chair-Elect will occur in Park City, however, the transition to the new Chair/Chair-Elect will occur in October.  Jeff and Lloyd agreed to head the nomination committee and solicited input from all Liaisons as part of the nomination process.  They will present their nomination during the meetings in PC for the team’s approval.
Regional Updates

Region 2

· Regional meeting in Puerto Rico June 15-16.  Convened in coordination with University of Puerto Rico (UPR) animal feeding operation training for regulators and technical assistance providers.  A similar training program is being developed for New Jersey.  Opportunity to introduce regional program to Puerto Rico state agency partners and explore how we can help address local water resource issues.  Toured ag. facilities to view innovative UPR BMPs.  Upland impacts on reef survival.

· Water quality trading:  Passaic River project progress in developing framework for trading of phosphorous;  Upper Susquehanna watershed – local partners requesting regional project assistance in developing a trading framework to support tributary strategy that is an element of the Chesapeake Bay Program;  Obropta/Potent memo to CSL sharing our observations on potential roles for the Land Grants in developing trading programs and in assisting farmers to generate tradable credits - may open discussion on a national role for our program on trading.
Region 3

· Daphne Pee is onboard as the new Regional Liaison for the Mid-Atlantic Regional Water Program.  Both Jake and Daphne will be at the Park City meeting.

· Nutrient Trading – planning a workshop for January/February 2007.  Begin by reviewing state trading policies followed by the benefits of trading and its constraints.  Will examine economics of developing trading markets.  In depth discussions on details of point and non point trading.
· Ethanol - planning a workshop for early winter 2006 looking at short/long-term implications of renewable transportation strategies.
· Endocrine Disruptors – planning a workshop for early fall 2006.  What are they and why should we be concerned?  Research & monitoring data.  Potential vs. documented impacts.  What do we need to do?
· Survey from Region 10’s Bob Mahler went out last week.
· Working on a campaign with the Scott’s Miracle Grow Company to reduce phosphorus application from do-it-yourself fertilizers.  The goal is to reduce applications up to 50% by 2008.  Regional Program will have a website devoted to the effort.  Marketing displays in big-box retailers will have information and link to the webpage.
· On July 6, the Regional Program held a workshop on “Whole Farm Strategies to Balance Nitrogen and Minimize Ammonia Emissions”.   Workshop emphasizes a whole farm approach to N management.  A team of scientists and engineers will provide brief overviews of nutritional and post-excretion strategies for managing N.  Following the overviews will be on-farm demonstrations of specific management practices and ammonia measurements.
· Through the Regional Program network, a workgroup of the nutrient topic team will conduct the Mid-Atlantic Composting School to train professionals in the proper handling and processing of wastes via composting technology and in the appropriate assessment and use of the finished product.  Development and delivery of composting and compost use training will take place in a 3-day school. The group hopes to develop a composting and compost use manual that may be published.  This is a revitalization of a school that was shut down due to deaths and retiring faculty.
Region 4

· Agriculture Biodiesel – working on the Regional Biodiesel Team (Air Division) focusing on Agriculture and its link to the Water Division.  Organizing a visit to a MS: farmer that is converting poultry waste to biodiesel, a grant to UGA on poultry waste to biodiesel, and MSU researchers converting Waste Water to Biodiesel.  http://www.southeastdiesel.org/  Attached presentation from MSU State.
· Quality Assurance Project Plan and Quality Management Plan  Working with EPA and University management to set up a format to help researchers in the development of QMPs and QAPP.  (Initial Discussions)  Will discuss at the Joint Program Leaders meeting and attend an EPA training in August.

· Onsite Wastewater Research Proposal - Working with Tom Baugh, ORD regional Contact, to determine ORDs interest in this effort. Adrian Hanson (New Mexico State University) lead in developing extension proposal.  http://srwqis.tamu.edu/septic.aspx
· 2006 Southeast Watershed Roundtable - Will present with EPA Region 4’s Office of Watersheds a presentation on the Watershed Education Network.  http://srwqis.tamu.edu/program-watershededucation.aspx
· Currently in the process of closing the IAG with EPA.  Will forward final report when developed.
Region 5

· eXtension – Human Dimensions of Water Resource Management proposal submitted.  Deliverables will focus on water quality practice adoption in the following areas: animal agriculture and manure management practices; private wells; yard management practices (riparian and urban/izing); and land use.  Practice adoption information and curricula we will focus on include: 1) Planning and evaluating water quality practice adoption initiatives; 2) Targeting water quality practice adoption initiatives; 3) Identifying common barriers to and benefits of water quality practice adoption for specific target audiences; and 4) Best practices for addressing barriers to and benefits of water quality practice adoption.  We will explore the efficacy of public health messages in increasing practice adoption, as well as other methods for designing an implementing practice adoption programs. 

· Purdue University, The Ohio State University, the University of Illinois, and the University of Wisconsin have been awarded a Section 406 Integrated grant that also contains funding for an eXtension coordinator.  The project will test newly developed social indicators and practice adoption and targeting methods in three Midwestern watersheds.  http://www.uwex.edu/ces/regionalwaterquality/Flagships/Indicators.htm
· The University of Wisconsin (Elaine Andrews) has received 406 national facilitation funding to extend the Watershed Outreach National Facilitation Project.  Elaine’s work will focus on collecting and incorporating information about targeted audiences into outreach planning, implementation, and evaluation.
· Ag 101 Training for EPA staff this fall – three classroom sessions, one field session at Purdue’s working farm.
· UWEX Program Development and Evaluation website: http://www.uwex.edu/ces/pdande/index.html
· Wild Rice Conference – August 7-10: http://www.uwex.edu/ces/regionalwaterquality/wildrice/index.htm
· Two Conservation Innovation Grant
· Jane Frankenberger and others - Drainage Management: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/cig/2006awards.html
· Jon Bartholic and MI Dept of Ag - Impact Targeting: Applying Conservation tools to the worst erosion areas for maximum sediment/nutrient reductions: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/cig/2006awards.html
Region 6

· In modern trench design there is little recognition of the role organic loading plays in drainfield sizing or life.  Its unclear how the suggested methods of determining loading rates is impacted by the definition of sorption area.  Additionally, septic system drainfields have been reduced in size up to 50% by some manufacturers over the last decade dependent upon how safety factors are calculated.   The Southern Region’s On-site Wastewater Management Team has determined the need to address these issues and are developing a proposal for a project that will evaluate a select group of mature (at least 7-10 years old) full-scale field systems constructed in representative soils from 5-6 regional states.  The drainfield systems will be tested for: direct observation, ponding measurements, volume measurements, and falling head studies.
· Have been working with EPA Region 6 Pesticide Section and the five Cooperative Extension Pesticide Safety Education Coordinators to develop and financially support a multi-media effort to heighten awareness of current and potential mosquito misting systems of the potential harmful affects to human health and the environment. 
· EPA has released their proposed CAFO rule revision late June.  Five listening sessions have been scheduled nationally.  Region 6 will host one in Dallas on August 2 at the TAMU Research and Extension Center.
Region 7

· The region’s nutrient and pesticide management focus group has been very active.  The’ve provided feedback as to what they’ve gotten out of the Heartland coordination.  Since individuals are invited to participate, the project brings folks together that would typically not interact or dialogue.
· Have received the results from the Region 10 survey.  In the midst of sorting through the data.
Region 9

· The regions semi-annual in-person meeting in San Francisco was June 7-9. We had some good discussions amongst ourselves and with regional EPA, and an interesting field trip to visit a Central Valley (CA) dairy, a constructed wetland, and a site along a river with a TMDL for DO currently being developed.   Working with EPA to sort out rules, expectations, capacity, and interests of the two entities.

· Water Reuse continues to be an important issue in the region. A project to develop Water Reuse Guidelines has been initiated, and will be developed in three sections: 
· Federal and state policies and regulations on wastewater reuse
· Physical, chemical, and biological characteristics of reclaimed wastewaters
· Wastewater application for landscape and agriculture
· Also addressing water reuse, our California WQ coordinator is a member of the committee organizing the upcoming USDA/WateReuse Association Specialty Conference, “Opportunities and Challenges in Agricultural Water Reuse” October 29 – 31, 2006 in Santa Rosa, CA. Conference details: http://www.watereuse.org/USDA_conf.html 
· Additional areas of focus for the region: safe drinking water (rainwater catchments, solar distillation, continuing education for water supply operators), small-scale animal waste management (dry litter waste management system, portable pens, Leptospirosis (also a safe drinking water issue)), and watershed management (erosion control, BMPs for urban watersheds, and land use planning at the watershed level).  
· Recent reverse osmosis publications:
· A. Fisher, Reisig, Powell, Walker. 2005. Reverse Osmosis: How it Works [http://www.unce.unr.edu/publications/FS05/FS0508.pdf]. FS-05-08.

· A. Fisher, Reisig, Powell, Walker. 2005. Reverse Osmosis: Installing and Maintaining a Reverse Osmosis Unit [http://www.unce.unr.edu/publications/FS05/FS0510.pdf]. FS-05-10.

· A. Fisher, Reisig, Walker, Powell. 2005. Reverse Osmosis: Selecting a Reverse Osmosis Unit [http://www.unce.unr.edu/publications/FS05/FS0509.pdf]. FS-05-09.
· Will not be at the PC meeting, will be replaced by Luisa Castro (Asst St WQ Coord, HI.) 

Future conference call (2:30 – 4:30 CST) & meeting dates:

Calls:  September 7 
In-Person Meeting:  Wednesday July 26 – July 28 in Park City, Utah
Regional Water Program 
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