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Attendees: 

Roy Jeffrey (R1) – (860) 486-5962

Jeff Potent (R2) – (212) 637-3857

Jake Vandevort (R3) – (301) 405-5849

Rebecca Power (R5) – (608) 263-3425

Robin Shepard (R5 Coordinator)

Susan Brown (R7) – (828) 883-2340

Lloyd Walker (R8) – (970) 491-6172

Christine French (R9) – (951) 827-4327
Agenda items:

Review Success Story Template (sent via e-mail by Rebecca 9/7/2005)

Regional Updates

Action Item: Rebecca will send out the group photo from Washington.

Success Story Overview

As discussed in Washington, success stories will focus on 6 areas: 

· On-site systems

· private water wells (research and outreach)

· on-site septic education

· Manure

· management

· CAFO training

· manure hauling/transport

· Stormwater education

· Evaluation of NPS projects

· Volunteer water quality monitoring

· Watershed education for professionals.  

(These success stories are different than the 1-page impact statements requested by Mike O’Neill, however, there may be overlap.)

Primary focus should be on successful multi-state/regional programs with developed partnerships.

Secondary focus should be given to successful single-state programs with developed partnerships.

Expectation is that each region will submit at least one success story; two or three is preferred. 

General agreement/understanding on all template categories except “Exportability.”

Exportability Discussion

· While we are not necessarily the judge of whether or not a program will work or be useful in another region, we are in the position, along with program leaders/participants, to provide notes, insights, and/or ideas from our perspective as to whether or not this program would be useful for other regions or at a national scale.

· We may provide a “lessons learned” aspect to the exportability section to provide insight on what might be done differently if starting this project in a new place/ time.

· Range of exportability could be to a state in a different region; another region as a whole; or up to a national facilitation project.

· By virtue of using the six focus areas that were already identified to have national relevance; successful programs in these areas may well be exportable or adaptable to other regions.

· Think externally to include what might be useful information for other partners and regions.

In addition to giving these success stories to the CSL, would like to explore the idea of sharing them with all state coordinators during their meeting at the National Conference in San Antonio (Feb. 2006).  Only a few stories would be highlighted for the meeting (perhaps one for each “umbrella” category: rural, urban, and agriculture), but each state coord. would receive a packet containing all stories for them to review.

Action Item: Rebecca to pass this idea by Bob Mahler and Art Gold to see if there can be time for this on the agenda.

Time frame for compiling and submitting stories

15 September: Action Item: All liaisons to submit to Rebecca a brief sketch of the topic/program/project(s) that will be fleshed out for a full success story based on the template provided.

23 September: Action Item: Rebecca to submit an update report to Art Gold 

…these are the successful programs we have identified and are gathering information on; …is there anything missing?

4 October: Action Item: Art Gold – we request feedback from Art by this date on the submitted update report. (Rebecca to share feedback with all liaisons if response was not already directed to the group.)

1 November: Action Item: All liaisons to submit to Rebecca completed success stories based on the template provided and feedback received.

Further steps to select stories to highlight for the State Coordinator Meeting will be discussed during the conference call scheduled for 10 November.

Regional Updates

Region 1: Roy would like to spend some time at the National Meeting to visit with liaisons regarding agricultural focus areas.

Region 2: Preparing for CAFO training for permit writers & inspectors in regions 1 & 2 October 24-27. Expecting a good program with presenters from Cornell, Rutgers, University of Maine, NRCS, and others; farm tours are set up.

Rutgers University, in partnership with US EPA Region 2, the New Jersey Department of Agriculture (NJDA) and the USDA-CSREES Regional Water Quality Program, will develop an environmental management demonstration site to design, implement and evaluate best management practices (BMPs) to reduce the water quality impacts associated with equine and other small animal farms operating in rural/suburban areas.  The site will be located at the Rutgers University Equine Science Center, on the campus of Cook College in New Brunswick, New Jersey.  This site will support research, classroom education and extension programming for agriculture stakeholders.  The BMPs will be applied to the management of pasture land, farm structures and manure, focusing on the control of stormwater runoff.  $260,000 in funding for the project will be provided by US EPA, Rutgers and the NJDA.  This funding will be complemented by a $75,000 2005 New Jersey Conservation Innovation Grant to be administered by NRCS.  The NRCS grant will provide funding for additional grazing land and barnyard area conservation practices and educational workshops, seminars and fact sheets profiling how these conservation measures can improve water quality and herd health.

Region 3: Starting on a Master Well Owner Network.

Region 4 & 6: N/A

Region 5: Working on social indicators for NPS project coordinators; identifying measures of behavior change. This work is expected to have applications for EPA and state agencies. A challenge in this project is finding a way to work out logistics between funding & expertise: states are contributing 319 funding and the expertise from Land Grant may not be in the same state.

Trying to get increased participation by EPA and state agencies into regional theme teams. 

Region 7: Planning a Regional Water Conference for Extension Educators, October 26 – 28. Conference will include roundtable discussions & breakout sessions. Goal of the conference is in part to re-energize extension staff in the field on water issues and the roles they can play. Want to elevate the awareness of water issues – e.g. the work may be on “community development” but water can be an important component; also many who do work with water issues do so outside of their explicit work plans. Will conduct a pre- and post- survey of participants.

(Liaisons would like to hear more about how this conference turns out, would like to have some time for this on our agenda for San Antonio.)

Region 8: Regional meeting is coming up September 18 – 20. 

Jeff brought up recent article on hospitals dumping medications down the drain. Lloyd acknowledged that this is a known problem. Also mentioned a Poudre River Study that is tracking how a river changes over its course – the river goes through wilderness, urban, and agricultural areas. Different contaminants are introduced in different areas – particularly human pharmaceutical products from the urban area are replaced by animal pharmaceuticals in the ag areas.

Region 9: Had regional meeting last month, August 16 – 19. As a result of public attitudes survey, one the main focus areas in the region for the next year will be on drinking water issues. A Guide for Rainwater Catchment Systems in Palau was recently developed to provide guidance on treatment and maintenance of the systems for homeowners. Other islands are planning to adapt the booklet for their local situations; plan to translate the guide into 8 local island languages. 

Region 10: N/A

Future conference call (2:30 – 4:30 CST) & meeting dates:

Calls:

November 10

January 12

In-Person Meetings:

Monday, February 6th at 5-8 pm in San Antonio, Texas.

(Some topics for the agenda, as suggested in this conference call, are agricultural focus areas (from Roy), and the results of Region 7’s water meeting.)

 Wednesday, February 8th, from 12 – 1pm.
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