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Attendees: 

Jeff Potent (R2) – (212) 637-3857

Jake Vandevort (R3) – (301) 405-5849

Tom Simpson (R3 Coordinator)

Fred Moore (R4 & 6) – (214) 665-6610

Rebecca Power (R5) – (608) 263-3425

Robin Shepard (R5 Coordinator)

Susan Brown (R7) – (828) 883-2340

Christine French (R9) – (951) 827-4327
Agenda items:

Discuss regionally submitted success stories and determine next steps

Discuss CSL Partnership Subcommittee

Regional Updates

Action Item: 

Develop and submit (to Jake) brief (short paragraph) of the regionally funded 406 projects (please see ‘Partnership Committee’ agenda item for further details).
Success Story Discussion

The observation was made that several of the submitted stories were similar in nature, but the audience was the difference.  Discussed the use of these for multi-regional programming, with internal utilization as the focus.  The suggestion was made that the fact sheets include a brief description of how regional programming effected project development; identify whether or not the regional program was the catalyst for its success; provide a statement as to the presence of a multi-state effort.

Audience for Success Stories

WQ Coordinators can utilize these documents as a means to distribute ideas to their individual state(s) and respective extension personnel.  Stories can act as seed ideas to modify/pick and chose components to incorporate into current projects.  Use as advertising internally to the regional program to promote programmatic partnerships and communicate process suggestions and externally to leverage monies and partnerships.  Means to show capacity and breadth of the LGUs and the program.  Influence internal administrative support by providing examples of success.

National Meeting

Discussed the use of a one-page summary fact sheet to distribute to WQ Coordinators during the regional meetings.  It was suggested that we create one fact sheet per topical area and include contact info to those responsible.  Also, it was suggested that we include as many of the success stories as possible to show the extensiveness of the national program.  Solicited volunteers to work out details providing recommendations for method, funding, and distribution.  Christine, Jake and Fred accepted the challenge.  They have tentatively scheduled a conference call for Dec. 8.

Partnership Subcommittee

Tom reported that the CSL agreed to the liaison/partnership subcommittee activity integration outline developed in WA.  With regard to progress, Tom pointed out that the first bullet (compilation of a directory) of the outline is currently being addressed with the development of the success stories.  The second (ID of team members) has been put aside for now.  The third (inclusion of liaison in national partner meetings) is understood and expected.  The forth bullet and sub-bullets provide the liaisons and the partnership subcommittee a roadmap to develop a work plan.  Suggested a call in December to gather focus.

Tom inquired as to the feasibility of the liaisons to submit a short write-up of all Regionally funded 406 projects (successful or not).  Jake volunteered to compile all of the submissions.  Rebecca mentioned the national reporting system housed at WI.  Robin offered a modified template format to include relevant and specific questions (i.e., information as to how 406 funding contributes to the project).

Regional Updates

Region 1: 

N/A.

Region 2: 

Conducted the NPDES CAFO training for 40+ permit writers & inspectors from Regions 1 & 2 October 24-27.  Program included presenters from Cornell, Rutgers, University of Maine, NRCS, and others; two farm tours were incorporated into the four-day agenda.

Rutgers University faculty currently developing a white paper on microbial source tracking in response to guidelines that are under development by HQ.  The document will address the need for analysis of test methods.

Rutgers University, in partnership with US EPA Region 2, the New Jersey Department of Agriculture (NJDA) and the USDA-CSREES Regional Water Quality Program, will develop an environmental management demonstration site to design, implement and evaluate best management practices (BMPs) to reduce the water quality impacts associated with equine and other small animal farms operating in rural/suburban areas.  The site will be located at the Rutgers University Equine Science Center, on the campus of Cook College in New Brunswick, New Jersey.  

Continuing with the trading project, which includes partners from Cornell, Rutgers, and Federal.

Region 3: 

Chesapeake Bay Day occurred on October 5 at the Belstville Ag. Research Center and was marked by the signing of an MOU by USDA/ARS with EPA’s Chesapeake Bay Program Office and the Mid-Atlantic Regional Program.  The agreement will enhance research coordination to improve the health of the Chesapeake Bay.

The topic of ‘endocrine disruptors’ is gaining momentum in the region.  Solicited any and all information/research occurring in the other regions.  
Region 4 & 6:

CSREES Southern Region Water Program held its biennial conference in Lexington, KY, October 23-26.  Discussions focused on storm water management, on-site waste management, monitoring, watershed assessment and restoration, animal waste management, pesticide issues, BMP implementation, disaster preparation and response, and private water well protection.  Participation was derived from the 1862 and 1890 LGU’s in all thirteen regional states, various state agencies, and EPA Region 4 and 6.

Was asked to travel to New Mexico to participate in EPA Region 6 Pesticide Section end-of-year review of the SLA’s use of the federal STAG monies that fund C&T, WPS, and enforcement.  Purpose for attending was to diagnose the issues that are currently stifling NM Extension’s C&T program with regard to manual updates, county coordination, and SLA cooperation.
CSREES Southern Region Water Program has submitted a regional and national Environmental Education proposal that will modulize and make easily assessable poultry waste management education for the benefit of county agents and producers.

Region 5: 

Water Quality Challenges and Opportunities Seminar - January 17, 2006

The purpose of this seminar is to help raise the profile of the land-grant system and its responsiveness to challenging issues related to water.  Attendees will include land grant university Deans and Directors, State Water Quality Coordinators (mostly from the North Central Region), 

and current and future "champions" of land grant research, education, and outreach activities--champions who will support us at the state, regional and national levels. Senator Herb Kohl from Wisconsin is the honorary chair of the event and will be coming to speak.  The event is hosted by the University of Wisconsin, with support from Fleishman-Hillard Government Relations (FHGR), the National Association of State Universities and Land Grant Colleges, and the North Central Cooperative Extension Association.  It is one of several topical seminars that will be held 

semi-annually across the country.  As a liaison, you may be asked to help coordinate one of these events in your region.

Also planning a half-day meeting of North Central Region SWQCs on January 18 to exchange information among our regional programs and look for opportunities to work more closely together.
Region 7: 

Regional Water Conference for Extension Educators occurred on October 26 – 28. Conference included roundtable discussions & breakout sessions.  Derived participation and collaboration from extension and county educators.  Heartland Initiative had a face-to-face in KS City.

Region 8: 

N/A

Region 9: 

Was the regional spotlight on the last Ag Sector Contacts call.  However, California dominated the majority of the discussions leading one to believe that Region 9 is a region of one.  Are currently trying to address this shortfall.

Region 10: 

N/A

Future conference call (2:30 – 4:30 EST) & meeting dates:

Calls:

January 12

In-Person Meetings:

Sunday, February 5th at 5-8 pm in San Antonio, Texas.

Wednesday, February 8th, from 12 – 1pm.
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