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Participants: Jeff Potent (R2), Jenn Aiosa (R3), Rebecca Power (R5), Fred Moore (R6 & R4), Lloyd Walker (R8), Christine French (R9), Sharon Collman (R10)

Agenda Items:

Liaison list serve

Summer meeting

May conference call date 

Liaison Team survey

Round robin

I.  Liaison list serve 

Rebecca introduced the issue of getting a liaison list serve up and running. Rebecca has been   

working with folks from Rhode Island; Kelly Addy would be the list serve owner to add and remove names.

Discussion included: a list serve would stay up to date, it will be moderated, allow communication among the whole group. The group discussed list serve membership and who would have access, as well as what options will be enabled. There was general agreement that this should be a private list among water liaisons (including Damon Frizzell, EPA liaison to CSREES) and that Robin, as the CSL “liaison” to the Liaison SLT would also be invited to join. The group also discussed general items of list serve use etiquette.

II. The CSL Summer Meeting

The CSL Summer meeting is currently scheduled for July 26-28 at the Dolce Skamania Lodge, Stevenson WA. Rooms have been reserved at the government rate of $91. CSL is meeting all day on first 2 days with field trip planned on the third day. Two meeting rooms have been reserved, including one for liaisons. We don’t know which day liaisons would be able to join the CSL. Rebecca encouraged liaisons to plan to be there for both Tuesday and Wednesday. 

The CSL has asked the Liaison SLT to look for new ideas for national initiatives, or at least things that CSL should be keeping an eye on nationally, based on our knowledge of what is going on within our regions. We need to coordinate this effort with the Partnership Subcommittee, which we hope to begin doing during the May conference call with Tom and Robin.

III. May Conference Call Date

The idea was raised to change the currently scheduled liaison conference call from May 12 to either May 10, May 17, or May 5. Most on the call could make a May 5 call; Robin and Tom will be asked for their availability for May 5 and 10.

IV. Liaison Team Survey

Rebecca reviewed that the survey would be an internal tool to gauge our progress as a liaison team, and suggest where we can focus work. Rebecca offered to incorporate some aspects from the structure and roles document, so the survey will reflect some of the same priorities. It was suggested that there should be independent tabulation to ensure honesty and candor in responses. The Team agreed on anonymous surveys. There was brief discussion about specific questions and specific edits.

V. News from regions

Jenn highlighted a regional effort on excess manure management in Region 3 with partners including the EPA Chesapeake Bay Program, Environmental Defense, industry, and other stakeholders. A specific interest in bio-energy has arisen. Others offered to send information.

Sharon discussed regional efforts underway in Region 10 on a regional groundwater meeting to be held in November. Sharon also mentioned a regional focus on stormwater issues, and two meetings with EPA where Extension may be able to help with public outreach for Phase II communities. 

Christine told the group about a Pacific Islands conference hosted by EPA every year, and how this year the Region 9 Regional Program has gotten on the agenda during the 2-day working meeting associated with conference. 

Lloyd discussed that Region 8 is conducting a survey, adapted Bob Mahler’s survey in Region 10 to identify what issues to address regionally. He also mentioned that the Federal budget has his region’s attentions. 

Rebecca reported that Region 5 is sponsoring a multi-state collaborative working session co-sponsored with EPA, to include state agencies, 319 coordinators and other program coordinators aligned with the six regional themes. The purpose is to develop Theme Teams for the next four years and expand working groups beyond Land Grants. Rebecca also discussed their work on developing social indicators and an evaluation framework for 319. EPA and State 319 coordinators are working with the Land Grants on this. 
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