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Goals

Build a comprehensive support 
system for CSREES volunteer 
water quality monitoring 
efforts. 

Enhance integration of 
volunteer monitoring into 
research, education, and 
extension activities. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our national facilitation project began in October 2000.  Our funding was extended in the fall of 2005 which will allow us to enhance and expand our efforts.



Objectives

Identify current Extension programs
Link Extension programs to each other
Develop training materials
Offer training programs
Develop Internet and Web-based tools 
Increase collaboration and cooperation  



Objectives

Enhance networking, communication and 
assessment
Enhance knowledge-base by involving research 
community in factsheets, trainings
Enhance stakeholder involvement
• Volunteer monitoring workshop at these 

conferences
• Coordinating national level volunteer monitoring 

conference
Strengthen regional programs capacity to 
incorporate vol mon to address their priorities
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How we expect to meet our goals



visibility,

viability,

vitality

Identify & Connect Extension 
Volunteer Monitoring 

Programs



www.usawaterquality.org/volunteer





Who’s Out There?

~ 50 programs 
associated with 
Extension 
Began as early as 
1978 and as 
recently as 2006

www.usawaterquality.org/volunteer
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When we started we found about 25 programs across the country.  Some we knew about some, state coordinators knew about.

Now we have programs clamoring to join our list



Where Do They Monitor?

Ecosystems Monitored by 
Extension Groups
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Streams 85

Lakes 51

Wtlands 21

Wells 19

Beaches 15

Estuaries 25



Who Are These Volunteers?

MidMid--life life 
(40%)(40%)

Youth under Youth under 
(28%)(28%)

Seniors Seniors 
(25%)(25%)

CollegeCollege--age age 
(7%)(7%)



Select Inquiry Results - Funding
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www.usawaterquality.org/volunteer





14 pages, >25 links



Training Workshops 
thru CSREES regional/state and 

other venues

Based on “The Guide for Growing”
Recently:
• Michigan Extension / DEQ - Jan. ’06
• 3 at NWQMC conference – May ’06
• EPA Watershed Academy Webcast – Oct. ’06
• ’07 USDA-CSREES Savannah conference
• ’07 FALCON Conf
• This morning- ’08 CSREES Water Conf

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Listed here are several recent and upcoming trainings.  

PNW has incorporated our training into their annual effort.

This year’s PNW training is July 13-15 in Oregon and is listed on their website

Arizona’s will be during the week of June 7 and will be 1-3 days in length.



30% of Workshops
11% of concurrent sessions devoted to volunteer monitoring

30% of concurrent sessions integrated vm presentations
Elizabeth J. Fellows Award to Eleanor Ely

Travel support for 20 vm attendees
Booth & Side meeting for volunteer monitoring coordinators

Needs Assessment
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~100 of the 900 conference attendees



Linda Green
University of RI Cooperative Extension 

CSREES Volunteer Water Quality National Facilitation Project

Danielle Donkersloot
New Jersey Watershed Watch

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Getting Started in Volunteer Water 
Quality Monitoring

Webcast October 11, 2006

Sold out (>220 attendees)!
36 states, 2 foreign countries

http://www.epa.gov/owow/watershed/wacademy/webcasts/
archives.html
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Does anyone have anything specific they were hoping I would cover today?  



Listserv CSREESvolmon@lists.uwex.edu

Currently has >70 topics 

Preserves the spontaneity of exchanges,
provides information for factsheets,

Cleans out your email box!!!
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From age of programs to water quality test kits



What’s Next?

Native Americans
Climate change
Private well monitoring
Quantity/Low flow issues
Specific monitoring techniques



By linking with Extension, 
Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring 

Programs:

Educate the public on water quality or 
watershed issues, and how to protect and 
restore resources,
Encourage citizens to adopt “watershed-
friendly” behaviors and policies,
Bring university science to the community 
and the community to the university,
Gain valuable water quality data  & 
information that is distributed to community 
decision makers in a usable format.



“It is in the marriage of credible data and 
increased stewardship behavior that the 

true potential and vitality of citizen 
monitoring begins to emerge.”

-Steven Hubbell, Colorado River Watch
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