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LTG presentation at 2008 CSREES National Water Conference, 15 min pres 5 min ?’s
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Goals

Build a comprehensive support
system for CSREES volunteer
water quality monitoring
efforts.

Enhance integration of
volunteer monitoring Iinto
research, education, and
extension activities.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our national facilitation project began in October 2000.  Our funding was extended in the fall of 2005 which will allow us to enhance and expand our efforts.


O
O
¢

Objectives

dentify current Extension programs
_Ink Extension programs to each other

Develop training materials

é Offer training programs

o
O

Develop Internet and Web-based tools

ncrease collaboration and cooperation



Objectives

Enhance networking, communication and
assessment

Enhance knowledge-base by involving research
community in factsheets, trainings

Enhance stakeholder involvement

e Volunteer monitoring workshop at these
conferences

e Coordinating national level volunteer monitoring
conference

Strengthen regional programs capacity to
Incorporate vol mon to address their priorities
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How we expect to meet our goals


ldentify & Connect Extension
Volunteer Monitoring
Programs

visibility,
viability,
vitality



Lland Grant Collsges' and Universiies'

Volunteer Waler

Quality Monitoring

National Facilitation Project

A Parinership of USDA CSREES
& the Laad Crant Sy:ftem

NATIONAL i

This Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring National Facilitation Project is designed to build a
comprehensive support system for Extension volunteer water quality monitoring efforts across
the country. The goal is to expand and strengthen the capacity of existing Extension volunteer

monitoring programs and support development of new groups.

www.usawaterquality.org/volunteer
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This Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring National Facilitation Project is designed to build a
comprehensive support system for Extension volunteer water quality monitoring efforts across
the country. The goal is to expand and strengthen the capacity of existing Extension volunteer

monitoring programs and support development of new groups.

Volunteer Monitoring
MNational Facilitation Project

Project Description (a2 K pdf fie)
MNationwide Inguiry

Extension Volunteer
Monitoring Programs

Program Listings



Who’s Out There?

W CE zponzoredfco-sponsored program
CE interaction with local program
Mo connection between program

‘ —_ 50 programs oy and CE or no program
associated with |
Extension

¢ Began as early as
1978 and as
recently as 2006

www.usawaterquality.org/volunteer
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When we started we found about 25 programs across the country.  Some we knew about some, state coordinators knew about.

Now we have programs clamoring to join our list


Where Do They Monitor?

Ecosystems Monitored by
Extension Groups

Beaches

Wells

Wetlands

Estuaries

Lakes

Streams
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Streams 85

Lakes 51

Wtlands 21

Wells 19

Beaches 15

Estuaries 25


Who Are These Volunteers?

College-age
(7%)

Seniors
(25%)

Youth under
(28%)



Select Inquiry Results - Funding

> $100,000 < $5000

$75.000-
$100,000 y' $5000-

$20,000
$50,000- |

$75,000 k$20’000-
$50,000

Extension program
annual budgets in 2001

Grassroots
fundraising

Other

Donations

Dues
State

Foundation

Corporate

Federal

Extension program
Funding sources in 2001

www.usawaterquality.org/volunteer
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This Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring National Facilitation Project is designed to build a
comprehensive support system for Extension volunteer water quality monitoring efforts across
the country. The goal is to expand and strengthen the capacity of existina ' olunteer

Volunteer Monitoring

=G uide for Growing Programs
MNational Facilitation Project 4

: Getting Started (814 K pdf)

Why Monitoring

Project Description (a2 k pdf fie) MLbet Seome (e ain

Outreach Materials and Activities

Nationwide Inquiry Dﬁiﬂgiﬂg Your

— ',; k. SR ; St Monitoring Strategy (1.5 M paf)
! " Monitoring Matrix (20« pdf

Extension Volunteer =" Effective Training (586 K pdf

Monitoring Programs Munl‘tarin%
Equipment Suppliers (437 kB paf)
EXORIRIT LiRAngs Direct Links to Monitoring

Programs’ Achievements

Current Highlight: Great Bay Hewn
Coast Watch

Programs' Manuals (online)
Building Credibility (1.5 M pdn

Sharing Information Through
Internet Exchanges (1 M pafy

Volunteer Management (7 M pdf}
" Planning Your Program’s Data

= ' = o - . Management System (s M pdf)
fﬁ'_ﬁ:_ - : 2 o _ \ Outreach Tools
I ?Q\ o S ;. =™ \ocating Support and Funding
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Volunteer Water December 20046
Quality Monitoring Factsheet Ix
ey

dl Land Groel Colisqua ond Univarsling

Considerations for Planning Your
Program’s Data Management System

University of Rhode Island University of Wisconsin

Hris St=penuch, Elizabeth Herron and Linda Green

Managing Your Data Effectively

Having = data storage, mansgsment and retrieval system is
essential for every monitoring program. Without such a system
[called s data management system), information that is collected
cannot be tracksd in an organized fashion. There are multiple data
management System optichs that vou can choose from when
planning & monitoring program. Deciding which is best for your
program's nees is the first step. To help vou inthe planning process,
we surveyed & number of voluntser monitoring programs that have
tevelopsd onling databases as their data managament system so
that we could incorporate their experiences - both good and bad - into
this fact shest. Our goal is to provide guidance to help vou develop
your own data management sysiem.

We will provicle answers to cormmon guestions, tips, anecdotes, and resources o give you a knowlecge
base about data managsment, and databese planning and development The guestions you ask when
developing & data mansgement system will ultimately lead to other guestions. The goal is to ask anough
guestions about what vou want o do with the data for the system to be a success. Keep in mind that
svailable resources ey reguire wou to maks compromisss inovour planning and that developing
techmology may open new opportunities for your system. Although the process may be challenging, it will
ultimately provicle vour program with & solid foundstion for organizing, analyzing, and sharing informsticn
in an effective and efficient manner.

Data Management System Options

Each data management system has its own strengths and weaknesses (Table 1) for you to reflect upon
&5 you choose and develop one for your program. Storing paper datm sheets is the simplest form of data
managsment. However, data aren't organized for easy enalysis with a paper system, and if multiple users
are interesied in obtaining the dsts, sharing data with them might be problemstic. Computerizing data
sllows them o be stwored logically, and shared and analyzed easily. There are a variety of computsrized

14 pages, =25 links



Training Workshops
thru CSREES reglonaI/state and
other venues

é Based on “The Guide for Growing”
é Recently:

e Michigan Extension / DEQ - Jan. '0O6

e 3 at NWQMC conference — May 06

e EPA Watershed Academy Webcast — Oct. 06

e ‘07 USDA-CSREES Savannah conference

e '07 FALCON Conf

e This morning- '08 CSREES Water Conf



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Listed here are several recent and upcoming trainings.  

PNW has incorporated our training into their annual effort.

This year’s PNW training is July 13-15 in Oregon and is listed on their website

Arizona’s will be during the week of June 7 and will be 1-3 days in length.
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2006 National Monitoring Conference

5% National Monitoring Conference
Monitoring Networks:
Connecting for Clean Water

San José, California * May 7-11, 2006
30% of Workshops
11% of concurrent sessions devoted to volunteer monitoring
30% of concurrent sessions integrated vm presentations
Elizabeth J. Fellows Award to Eleanor Ely
Travel support for 20 vm attendees
Booth & Side meeting for volunteer monitoring coordinators
Needs Assessment

1cf 585 b 5| (+]

e
W e o ®m 7 Moz, | Bos.. | [OJwb.. | dPer.. | dlas.. | ARe.. | dsur. | Boz..






Presenter
Presentation Notes
~100 of the 900 conference attendees


Getting Started In Volunteer Water
Quality Monitoring

Webcast October 11, 2006

Sold out (>220 attendees)!
36 states, 2 foreign countries

http://www.epa.gov/owow/watershed/wacademy/webcasts/
archives.html

Linda Green
University of Rl Cooperative Extension

CSREES Volunteer Water Quality National Facilitation Project
Danielle Donkersloot

New Jersey Watershed Watch
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

9 The Watershed Academy N Rcivig Ao iotgn fo Mcvs. vt or QUolNy
Y/ po Volunteer Water

United States - Quality Monitoring

ronmental Protection o Nafional Facilitation Project

Agency AP el Grcmt Caloses o Untveriies
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Does anyone have anything specific they were hoping I would cover today?  
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' Volunteer Water
Quality Monitoring

National Facilitation Project

A Parinershp of USDA CSREES
& the laad Grant System

Selected Archives of Volunteer Monitoring Listserv Discussions

Initiatives

) Atremendous amount of valuable information is shared through EPA and CSREES sponsaored
Project Description sz k pr fie) volunteer monitoring listservs (as well as others). We created this archive of select interactions from
Outreach Materials and Activities these listservs to help ensure that the knowledge shared through them can reach as wide an audience
Nationwide Inguiry as possible. Use the topic list below to access these exchanges.
Online Databases
Training Modules Age of Volunteer Lake Monitoring Programs
Extension Volunteer Ammonia Monitoring

Listserv CSREESvolmon@lists.uwex.edu

Currently has >70 topics

Preserves the spontaneity of exchanges,
provides information for factsheets,
Cleans out your email box!!!

Manitoring
Equipment Suppliers (smke pdf file}

Direct Links to Monitoring
Programs’ Manuals {online)

Building Credibility 1.5 m paf fite)

Volunteer Management
Outreach Tools DP1 and Digital Photos

Locating Support and Funding

Data Storage and Retrieval ! Management

Documenting Site | ocation
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From age of programs to water quality test kits


What’s Next?

¢ Native Americans

¢ Climate change

é Private well monitoring

¢ Quantity/Low flow issues

¢ Specific monitoring techniques



By linking with Extension,
Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring
Programs:

é Educate the public on water quality or
watershed issues, and how to protect and
restore resources,

é Encourage citizens to adopt “watershed-
friendly” behaviors and policies,

é Bring university science to the community
and the community to the university,

é Gain valuable water quality data &
Information that is distributed to community
decision makers in a usable format.



“It 1Is In the marriage of credible data and
Increased stewardship behavior that the
true potential and vitality of citizen
monitoring begins to emerge.”

-Steven Hubbell, Colorado River Watch
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