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UGA Cooperative Extension UGA Cooperative Extension 
Banner ProgramBanner Program

• Increase Visibility for Extension
• Agents in 158 counties and 80 

specialists
• Show Statewide Impact
• A&NR
• FCS
• 4H



Water Task ForceWater Task Force

• Water and Human Health selected as 
main topics

• Water led by Mark Risse and Maria Bowie
• Includes 15 agents and 10 

specialists/support staff
• Initial focus on conservation
• Outdoor Water Use
• Indoor Water Use
• Youth



Why Water Conservation?Why Water Conservation?

• Conservation is important all the 
time.

Priority in the State Water Plan
Expand life of existing water supplies
Save taxpayer dollars on infrastructure 
and individuals on energy and water
Protect water quality and environment
Keep water for future generations and 
economic growth







Water Banner Effort GoalsWater Banner Effort Goals
• Help people:

Understand the importance of 
individual water use
Develop basic routine water 
conservation habits
Gain support from others in community 
on implementing conservation efforts
Provide basic information and 
resources to homeowners and partners

• Outdoor, Indoor and youth



Outdoor Water UseOutdoor Water Use

Partner with DNR’s WaterSmart
Program
Materials focus on irrigation, rain 
water collection, planting and 
mulching.



• waterSmart Marketing study
• Pilot tested in 2007 in five 

communities
• Statewide support





Maintaining a Maintaining a 
waterSmartwaterSmart LandscapeLandscape

waterSmart is a program of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources' 
Environmental Protection Division in partnership with the 

University of Georgia Cooperative Extension. 

www.ConserveWaterGeorgia.net



Georgia’s WaterGeorgia’s Water

•• 9.5 million people 9.5 million people 
depend on a clean depend on a clean 
water supply.water supply.

•• The population is The population is 
increasing by more increasing by more 
than 2.2 % a year, than 2.2 % a year, 
making GA the 5making GA the 5thth

fastest growing state in fastest growing state in 
the nation.the nation.

http://drought.unl.edu/gallery/2007/Georgia/LakeHartwell2.htm

© 2006 National Drought Mitigation Center



Georgia’s Georgia’s 
WaterWater

•• Most of GA’s Most of GA’s 
water sources water sources 
originate in the originate in the 
state. state. 

•• Alabama and Alabama and 
Florida also Florida also 
depend on these depend on these 
water sources.water sources.



Georgia’s Georgia’s 
WaterWater

•• Water utilities are Water utilities are 
required to enforce required to enforce 
the Outdoor Water the Outdoor Water 
Use Rule, which Use Rule, which 
restricts outdoor restricts outdoor 
water use.water use.

•• Includes irrigating Includes irrigating 
landscapes, washing landscapes, washing 
vehicles, water use vehicles, water use 
for swimming for swimming 
pools, amenity pools, amenity 
fountains or ponds.fountains or ponds.



Georgia needs healthy landscapes Georgia needs healthy landscapes 
& landscapes need water.& landscapes need water.

A healthy landscape:A healthy landscape:

•• says welcome to my says welcome to my 
home or businesshome or business

•• gives our children a gives our children a 
safe place to playsafe place to play



waterSmartwaterSmart TipsTips

•• Water efficientlyWater efficiently
•• Put the Put the ““rightright”” plants in the plants in the ““rightright”” placesplaces
•• Mulch Mulch 
•• Add organic matterAdd organic matter
•• Collect A/C condensate & rainwater Collect A/C condensate & rainwater 



Water at night or early morning to Water at night or early morning to 
avoid losing water to evaporation.avoid losing water to evaporation.

Water Deeply!Water Deeply!
Light, frequent watering causes shallow rooting and Light, frequent watering causes shallow rooting and 

increases need for water.increases need for water.



More plants are killed in More plants are killed in 
Georgia from overGeorgia from over--watering watering 

than from drought.than from drought.



Use Drip Irrigation and Use Drip Irrigation and 
Microsprays when possibleMicrosprays when possible

••They use 30% to 50% less water than sprinklers.They use 30% to 50% less water than sprinklers.

••Drip avoids Drip avoids 
spraying foliage so spraying foliage so 
diseases are less diseases are less 
likely to occur.likely to occur.

••They water the plantThey water the plant instead of the area.instead of the area.



Benefits of MulchBenefits of Mulch

•• Prevents water loss from the soilPrevents water loss from the soil

•• Prevents soilPrevents soil--borne diseasesborne diseases

•• Insulates the roots of plants from extreme heat Insulates the roots of plants from extreme heat 
and coldand cold

•• Reduces weed competitionReduces weed competition



Best MulchBest Mulch
OrganicOrganic

FineFine--texturedtextured
NonNon--mattingmatting



waterSmartwaterSmart TipsTips

•• Water efficiently  Water efficiently  
•• Put the Put the ““rightright”” plants in the plants in the ““rightright”” placesplaces
•• Mulch Mulch 
•• Add organic matterAdd organic matter
•• Collect A/C condensate & rainwaterCollect A/C condensate & rainwater



Watering with A/C condensate 
and harvested rainwater 

is always allowed.



Rainwater Rainwater 
Harvesting Harvesting 
PotentialPotential

(see next slide)(see next slide)



VolumeVolume
(gallons)(gallons)

624 624 
(gallons/(gallons/

inch)inch)

ExampleExample
RainfallRainfall
(inches)(inches)

MonthMonth

0.93’0.93’
2.89”2.89”
1.46”1.46”
1.19”1.19”
3.42”3.42”
4.37”4.37”
0.26”0.26”
1.36”1.36”

624624
624624
624624
624624
624624
624624
624624
624624

580580NovemberNovember
1,8031,803OctoberOctober
911911SeptemberSeptember
743743AugustAugust

2,1342,134JulyJuly
2,7272,727JuneJune
162162MayMay
849849AprilApril

Rainfall on a 20 x 50’ roof area (1,000 ft2)



For additional information onFor additional information on
waterSmartwaterSmart LandscapesLandscapes

•• Call your local UGA Cooperative Extension Call your local UGA Cooperative Extension 
Office at 1Office at 1--800800--ASKASK--UGA1.UGA1.

•• Consult a landscape professional.Consult a landscape professional.
•• Visit a local garden center.Visit a local garden center.
•• Go to Go to www.ConserveWaterGeorgia.netwww.ConserveWaterGeorgia.net
•• Visit the UGA Extension Service web site:  Visit the UGA Extension Service web site:  

www.ugaextension.comwww.ugaextension.com



Presentation prepared by The University of Georgia Presentation prepared by The University of Georgia 
Center for Urban Agriculture in cooperation with the Center for Urban Agriculture in cooperation with the 

Urban Agriculture Council and the waterSmart program.Urban Agriculture Council and the waterSmart program.

waterSmart is a program of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources' 
Environmental Protection Division in partnership with 

University Georgia Cooperative Extension. 

www.ConserveWaterGeorgia.net



Outdoor Tool KitOutdoor Tool Kit

•• 25 rain barrels with gator bag, rain gage, soil 25 rain barrels with gator bag, rain gage, soil 
moisture sensors, sprinkler nozzles, auto cutmoisture sensors, sprinkler nozzles, auto cut--
offs, plant lists, and publicationsoffs, plant lists, and publications

•• ExhibitExhibit
•• Survey resultsSurvey results
•• County guideCounty guide
•• Power pointPower point
•• How to make rain barrelsHow to make rain barrels
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Residential Indoor Uses of WaterResidential Indoor Uses of Water

Toilet Toilet –– 26.8%26.8%

Clothes Washer Clothes Washer –– 21.7%21.7%Shower Shower –– 16.7%16.7%

Faucet Faucet –– 15.7%15.7%

Bath Bath –– 1.7%1.7%

Dishwasher Dishwasher –– 1.4%1.4%

Leaks Leaks –– 13.7%13.7% Other Other –– 2.3%2.3%

Source: Source: AwwaAwwa Research Foundation (1999)Research Foundation (1999)



5 Easy Water Saving Tips5 Easy Water Saving Tips

•Wash laundry & dishes with full loads

•Always turn off running water

•Take shorter showers

•Eliminate any and all leaks

•Reduce the flow of toilets & showerheads



Indoor DeliveryIndoor Delivery

• Distribute buckets
• Workshops
• Partnerships



YouthYouth

• 6th Grade curriculum developed and 
approved on drought in Georgia

• 4H educators trained on materials.



ImplementationImplementation

• Distribution of County Information 
Packet at Winter School

Flexibility with County adoption and 
use
Materials available for county 
implementation
Suggest that county teams be 
established to solicit funding and plan 
efforts



Marketing and OutreachMarketing and Outreach

• All materials available for sale
• PSA’s print, radio, TV, scripts

• Richt PSA
• Database of news articles
• Exhibit available around State
• Sell 1800AskUGA1 and websites
• Answers to FAQ in every county 

office and distributed to master 
gardeners



EvaluationEvaluation

• Most difficult
• Guides for working with Utilities for 

actual measurements
• Survey with 6 month follow-up for 

workshops
• Survey of agents
• Track outputs in GA counts System

Contacts, meetings, publications, etc.



Questions?Questions?


