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Research Framework

Agricultural non-point pollution (ANP) is proving to be an
exceptionally difficult problem to solve:

' Conventional cost-share approaches are expensive
and seem to have fallen short of water quality goals.

# Additional regulation of farmers would be
politically difficult.

. Water quality trading may provide some relief but

it is complex and not widely implemented.

Our Field Experiment

In our experiment we ask:

Does continued water quality improvement require a radical
realignment of institutions and roles?

With this question in mind we are testing if farmers
located in Cullers Run, WV are willing and able to
respond to economic incentives that make water quality
and quantity
commodities that

farmers can “produce”.
This approach raises a
number of technical
challenges like how high
payments should be, how
is water quality factored
in, and how can

payments be estimated

to form a budget.

These have been discussed
elsewhere (Maille and Collins, forthcoming). The right
hand side of this poster presents how we addressed a more
fundamental set of challenges, namely, how can
opportunities be created to induce additional water quality
improvements?

Actions and Outcomes

What We Did Opportunities Created

Observed/Anticipated Outcomes
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