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Objectives of the Project

• Regulatory and environmental issues need to be addressed

• For growers, up-to-date information is hard to access and 
learning opportunities are infrequent. 

• There is an accumulated wisdom (grey literature) that is not easily 
accessible

• Information on Best Management Practices is scattered

• We have the ability to make this accumulated knowledge 
available  over the internet



Target AudiencesTarget Audiences

Website:
• General Public
• Regulatory Agencies
• Legislative Aids

Learning Modules:  

• County and Regional Extension Educators
• Growers and Industry Professionals
• Industry Professionals (Consultants, Service Providers)
• Undergraduate Students
• NRCS Planners and other Regulatory Officers
• International Audiences



The Website Gateway to the Knowledge CenterThe Website Gateway to the Knowledge Center



The Learning Module HomepageThe Learning Module Homepage



Simple Layout Using Simple Layout Using MoodleMoodle



…… with Intuitive Navigation aidswith Intuitive Navigation aids



Providing Specific Knowledge in Targeted AreasProviding Specific Knowledge in Targeted Areas……



CaseCase--Studies and SelfStudies and Self--paced Assignmentspaced Assignments



……Building on our Accumulated KnowledgeBuilding on our Accumulated Knowledge
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Current Users

• Approximately 110 active users to date (since Feb 2007)

15 Developers
45 Beta-testers (growers, extension agents, consultants, industry 
professionals and agency personnel)
10 undergraduate students

• Additional self –enrolled users:

31  users (national)
9  International (UK, Italy, Germany, Thailand, Costa Rica, Australia 
and  St. Vincent and Grenadines) 



Our Community of Learners



Tracking for Interest / Repeat Users



Tracking for Certification Purposes



Impacts

• We have developed an effective mechanism, to inform and encourage   
the adoption of best management practices  

• We are creating a community of interest, with a worldwide user base

• We  are using this resource to identify and fill gaps in our knowledge

• We have an active community of practice



Challenges for 2008

• We need to actively promote the site 
(Goal = 300 active users by Jan 2009)  

• We  will actively survey users to understand how they are using the 
information

• We will engage regulatory bodies to give CEU credits for completed 
modules (e.g. MDA, CCA), to incentivize use

• We  will complete 4 outstanding modules; Add 2 new modules

• We will explore the integration of this knowledge Center into eXtension



For More InformationFor More Information……. . 

Website: http://waternut.org
Learning Modules: http://waternut.org/moodle

John Lea-Cox: JLC@umd.edu
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