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Abstract Text:

TA group of 28 professionals including farmers, compost operators, food service coordinators, local, state
and national government officials, extension educators, and faculty studied systems in Germany and
Austria for removing organic materials from the solid waste stream. This program has as its goal
removing significant amounts of compostable organic materials from the solid waste stream for land
application. The Austrian model emphasizes partnerships between farmers and municipalities; providing
farmers with an additional income stream as well as compost. The group is sharing this information with
farmers and communities, developing a vision for how this concept can be applied to Pennsylvania
conditions and actively working with demonstration projects.

Impact Statement:

This project can significantly reduce the amount of material transported to and stored in landfills, provide
a valuable soil conditioner to enhance soil quality, allow more convenient movement of nutrients for
utilization and provide farmers on the urban/rural interface with an additional source of income.




