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Meet me in St. Louis: 1999



We’ve come a long way…
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Multidisciplinary Approaches

We address complex water issues that reflect 
physical, biological, social, cultural, and 
institutional relationships
Hydrologists, soil scientists, ecologists, 
economists, behavioral scientists, engineers, 
and many others



Achieving Integration

Land grant universities 
are uniquely positioned 
to address complex 
water issues through 
their three fundamental 
missions of research, 
education, and 
extension



Defining Success

Changing knowledge: 
better understanding
Changing actions: 
behavior change
Changing conditions: 
improved water quality



Program Awards: 2000-2006

National Facilitation – 13
Regional Coordination Projects – 9
Extension Education (Watershed) – 35
Integrated (Watershed) – 75
NRI Water & Watershed - 105*

* Since 2001; includes equipment, seed grants, career 
enhancement, and strengthening awards



CSREES National Water Program

Regional  Water Quality 
Coordination Projects

(Statewide - Regional Scale)

National Facilitation 
Projects

(Multi-Regional or National Scale)

Watershed Scale 
Projects

(Integrated Research, Education, and 
Extension Projects
Extension-Education Projects
National Research Initiative Projects)



Regions: The “Backbone”





National Facilitation Projects



New National Facilitation Emphasis 
Area: Water Reuse in Agriculture

Knowledge gaps and 
barriers to expanded 
implementation and 
related strategies
Science-based 
communication of 
benefits and risks



New National Facilitation Emphasis 
Area: Bioenergy and Water

Impacts of biobased 
feedstock management 
during and after 
processing

Identifying sources of water for crops and in the 
energy production process 
Changes in water quantity and quality that result 
from converting CRP lands or management 
practices 



Bioenergy and Agricultural Water 
Security

Land grant regional 
water programs: critical 
link between bioenergy 
and sustainability

Water availability and water 
quality impacts of bioenergy 
production must be considered



Extension Education: Adoption 
Outreach

Creating opportunities, knowledge, 
incentives, and motivation for behavioral 
change
– Meeting needs of minority or limited resource 

farmers and ranchers
– “Articulating” agriculture in the urban/urbanizing 

environment
– Promoting drought preparedness



Priority Areas: Integrated 
Watershed Projects
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New Integrated Watershed 
Priority: Heterogeneity

Where are the greatest water quality risks in 
a watershed?
How can we improve the effectiveness of 
conservation practices and programs?



New Priority: Conservation Effects 
Assessment Project

Synthesis study
– Lessons learned from 13 CSREES-NRCS jointly 

funded watershed projects
– Opportunity to inform USDA conservation policy 

and programs



Continuing Our Success

Establishing new partnerships
Adapting to changing conditions
Meeting new challenges in research, 
education, and extension
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