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… is a statewide citizen 
volunteer water quality 
monitoring network.

www.alabamawaterwatch.org



Working collaboratively in 
Alabama to address 
nonpoint source pollution…
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Living Streams consists of five 
main modules designed to be 
taught over the course of about 
one week.

Topics covered: 

The Water Environment

Pollution and Water Quality Standards

Ecology of Streams

Stream Critters as Pollution Indicators

Field Preparation and Biomonitoring



Examples of BMP’s

Avoid removal of streamside vegetation. Leave a buffer strip of 25-30 feet  on 
both sides of the stream channel to serve as a natural sediment trap and to 
maintain natural stream temperatures.

Minimize extreme changes to stream flows by temporarily storing storm water 
runoff and releasing it gradually.

Minimize improper use/disposal of toxic household chemicals through public 
education, incentives and voluntary cooperation of citizens.

Exclude livestock from streams except at designated crossings and locate 
livestock holding facilities away from streams.

Apply manure fertilizer during proper season and weather conditions, and only 
enough for what the soil needs.

Each module has an associated 
PowerPoint presentation, which is  
located on a CD that comes with 
the curriculum.
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Future of Living Streams:

Photo: Locust Fork River
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