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Abstract
The watershed academy is one of the special projects of the Southern Region Water Quality Coordination 
Program. The goal of the academy is to provide educational workshops for local watershed groups in the region. 
Since there is a strong interest in water resource education, extension and research at most of the 1890 
institutions; the watershed academy was used to reinforce 1890 institutions capacity to provide scientific 
knowledge in water resources to underserved communities. A watershed academy workshop was held in 
Nashville, Tennessee on November 6 and 7, 2006. The workshop was open to the public but the majority of the 
attendees were 1890 Institution extension agents, specialists and research associates. The 1890 National 
Facilitation Project provided limited travel scholarships of up to five hundred dollars to seven of the sixteen 
attendees from 1890 institutions. The workshop agenda consisted of lectures and field experiences in watershed 
restoration, storm water management, stream habitat assessment and basic hydrology. There was also a session 
on Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). The workshop instructors included extension and research 
faculty from Tennessee State University, Alabama A&M  University, Florida A&M University, Auburn University, 
North Carolina State University, the University of Tennessee and officials from USDA-NRCS in Nashville. Workshop 
attendees were asked to evaluate the content of the workshop and to provide information on knowledge gained 
during the 2-day workshop. The workshop further demonstrates the enhanced collaboration between 1890 and 
1862 institutions water resource faculty; which is an outcome of the 1890 National Facilitation Project and the 
Southern Region Water Quality Coordination Program.
Impact: The workshop enhances water resource capacity at 1890 Institutions as a result of the knowledge gained 
by sixteen attendees from the 1890 institutions.

Evaluation Results
StatementStatement AgreeAgree Somewhat AgreeSomewhat Agree DisagreeDisagree

The workshop was well organized The workshop was well organized 1212 66

The idea, information and skills presented were The idea, information and skills presented were 
useful useful 

1818 11

The presentation pace was comfortableThe presentation pace was comfortable 1616 33

The presentation met my expectationsThe presentation met my expectations 1515 44

Parking was adequate and well organizedParking was adequate and well organized 1212 44 22

Overall, I found the contents to be very valuable Overall, I found the contents to be very valuable 1818 11

The PowerPoint presentations were easily viewable.The PowerPoint presentations were easily viewable. 1919

Meals met my expectationsMeals met my expectations 1616 33

The time of the workshop was goodThe time of the workshop was good 1717 11 11

I would recommend this workshop to othersI would recommend this workshop to others 1717 22

Summary
•The attendees said the workshop was well organized.
•That the presentations met their expectations. 
•And would recommend the watershed academy workshop to other agents or co- workers. 
•That they liked the following topics that were discussed (Stormwater management, watershed restoration, 
septic system management, watershed basics and the hands-on rapid bio-assessment)

Know your creek

Situation
The Academy was held on November 6 - 7, 2006 in Nashville TN. The lectures was held at the Tennessee State 
University campus and the field experiences was held at the  Ellington Agricultural Center in Nashville. It was 
sponsored by the 1890 Land Grant Institutions through the 1890 CSREES National Facilitation project, CSREES 
Southern Region Water Program, Auburn University, North Carolina State University and University of 
Tennessee Extension, The purpose of the Academy was to educate participants on how to apply water quality 
and watershed management principles to understand and solve complex water resource problems. Case studies,  
field trips, and group discussions were used to teach about water quality assessment and watershed 
management approaches, including conservation, protection, and restoration. Information on Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) was also discussed

Where are the critters?

Attendees
The Academy was designed for Extension professionals, research professionals local government officials, local 
watershed coordinators, project managers, consultants, and agency representatives who can benefit from a 
thorough scientific understanding of watershed processes, assessment, and techniques for protecting and 
conserving water resources. A total of 36 people participated in the Academy. They came from ten land grant 
universities (LGUs) – seven 1890 LGUs and three 1862 LGUs – and the Tennessee Valley Authority. Workshop 
attendees were asked to evaluate the content of the workshop and to provide information on knowledge gained 
during the 2-day workshop. Nineteen evaluation instrument was returned (53% of the attendees)
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