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Irrigation and Permitting - Georgia
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Irrigation and Permitting - Georgia
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| Ag Permits for withdrawals: No Conservation Plan
By pumping rate (pump capacity) No Drought Contingency Plan
No application Fees Exempt from reporting
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ACF Interstate Problems
(1980)---1990---2007+

Flint Basin Plan

k{llnt River basin
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1999 freeze on Ag Permits

Sound science
- Flint Plan adoption 2006
Permitting resumed
New rules & laws

No longer one size fits all

e UniversityofgGeorgia, Gollege of Agricultural & EnVironmental S¢iences JNESPATS -



Atlanta
O

Montgomer
o g ¥

_'[allan 550G e
Ochlockonee

Mexico

..-l-l-

Lhe UniversityofgGeorgia,_ Gollege of Agricultural & EnVironmental Sciences JNESPAL






Upper
Suwannee

River







'-

Jete University ofgC




STATSGO

Soil Drainage
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Withdrawals

Surface Withdrawals rawals

= Wells

[ce Withdrawals|
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Permitted Pumping From
Surface Streams
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Mean Monthly Irrigation Depths:

Flint irrigation amounts, Groundwater Supplied Systems
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Mean Monthly Irrigation Depth: Extremes
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Summary

e Regional planning has led to regional laws and rules
for agriculture
— Flint Basin; Coastal Zone

— Difficult to administer with one state permitting and
monitoring agency
— Confusing to farmers

—

Ihe University ofgGeorgia, Gollege of Agricultural & EnVironmental Sciences NESPATS



Summary

e Upper Suwannee Basin is an area of importance to
irrigated production
Stream flow monitoring minimal
Ag water withdrawals only generally known

Pressure from within and without Georgia to come up with a
Statewide plan to include Suwannee

Physical differences, as well as growth patterns, and water
use patterns suggests that it too will need a separate set of
plans and eventually separate water laws and rules.
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