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• Legislation
– HB 237
– HB 579



HB 237
Statewide Water Plan

“Georgia manages water resources in a 
sustainable manner to support the state’s 
economy, to protect public health and 
natural systems, and to enhance the 
quality of life for all citizens."

Policy statement from the Comprehensive Statewide 
Water Management Planning Act signed by 
Governor Sonny Perdue on May 13, 2004.



HB 579
Agricultural Metering

• Over 21,000 permits to be metered 
statewide
– Estimated $30 million investment by the 

state 
– Will near 28-30,000 actual meter locations 

due to multiple fields on same permit

– All meters required to be read annually 
yielding an aggregate amount of water 
used



Structure
• Free, secure, web-based interface 
• Incorporates latest available aerial 

imagery with multiple GIS data layers
• May be pre-loaded with existing data so 

long as a unique identifier is established 
• Designed with dial-up users in mind
• Built for moderate traffic volume with 

capabilities of handling 30,000+ “field”
entries over multiple years 















So why the Portal©©??
• New web-based system will provide significant 

added-value to the meter data
– Provide a farm-level management tool
– Capture the data behind the use (what, why, how)
– Link use to farm-level, regional and state 

economies
– Detailed background for “reasonable use”
– Clearinghouse for info on conservation research, 

programs and ag water news
– Can be easily adapted or incorporated
– Because Georgia needs MORE information for 

meaningful water planning, not LESS
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