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Urban Watershed Stewardship Project: Education for a Sustainable Landscape

Burlington, the largest urban area in the state of Vermont, has no urban stream
oriented water quality or watershed education program in public schools. At the
same time, all surface waters in Burlington are impaired. In conjunction with Jurij
Homziak, Caitrin Noel and Don Fox of Edmunds Middle School, the University of
Vermont Watershed Alliance developed, tested, and implemented an urban
waterway focused education, monitoring and service project. The project is
tailored to the local curriculum and transferable to other urban schools in the
area. Project objectives are to increase student knowledge of urban streams,
water quality and non-point source pollution, and to support students in bringing
that knowledge back to their communities. The program engages grade 8
students from one of the most diverse student bodies in the state. Through hands
on experience in stream monitoring, students learn first hand about relevant
urban water quality issues. Through the service component, students are
supported in bringing their knowledge back to their families and communities. In
this way, the project reaches a spectrum of Burlington residents, including those
from some of the lowest income neighborhoods and much of the immigrant
community.
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