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An education program was developed 
in 2004 that consisted

of a partnership amongst 
Washington State University,

Washington State Department of Agriculture,
Washington State Department of Ecology,
Natural Resources Conservation Services, 

US-EPA, and 
Conservation Districts state-wide.



Overall education goal was to provide a common
education message related to how livestock 

operations could adopt management practices 
that could protect water quality and sustain

viable livestock operations.



An identified outcome of the education effort
was the development of a Self Assessment

Water Quality Tool



Water Quality Risk Assessment Tool
for Animal Operations

Primary Use of Tool: The risk assessment tool was
developed to assist livestock producers in Washington State
to make a self-assessment as to the relative risk of their operation
of  having an impact on surface and ground water quality.

Second Use of Tool: Demonstrate the types of BMPs that might
be effective for protecting water quality and connecting landowner
with local Conservation District staff



Training and Use of the Tool

A three day workshop was held in which the tool was 
debuted as well as a series of presentations which

were centered around real-farm case studies.

Workshops (>50) were then held with producers 
across the state by conservation districts alone or

in cooperation with Tip or I.

A mailing was made to >12,000 livestock producers in WA
State encouraging them to contact the Conservation District
Or access our website to complete the Assessment Tool.



Water Quality Risk Assessment Tool
for Animal Operations

The tool is designed to be used in two steps:

Step 1: Determine if your operation is an 
animal feeding operation (AFO).

Step 2: Determine the relative risk of having 
an impact on surface and ground water quality.

























Unanticipated Benefit of Tool

Allowed Conservation Districts an opportunity
to gather information on the need for technical 
assistance in their county, both for planning and 
practice implementation.
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