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• When was the project initiated?

• What is the project focus?

• Why was the project initiated?

• How is the project supported?

Introduction



Why was the project initiated?

1) To align with a CSREES Water Quality 
Program Framework established at the 
National Water Quality Coordinator 
Conference held in San Antonio on 
March 11-13 of 2001.

2) Alabama committed to develop a 
glossary as well as web links and FAQ 
databases for a National Theme Team 
on Drinking Water and Human Health.



When was the project initiated?

1) In July of 2001 just after the 
National Conference in San Antonio, 
Texas.

2) Work has continued since that time 
with expansion far beyond the Drinking 
Water and Human Health theme.



What is the project focus?

1) Original focus was development of 
educational resources related only to 
Drinking Water and Human Health.

2) By 2003 focus was expanded to 
provide information on over 100 
water-related subjects. Program 
management aspects were added. 
We have become a state portal for 
GIS layers used in land and water 
resources assessment, planning, 
management and education.



How is the project supported?
1) 25% of the Extension System Water 

Program Coordinator’s time is 
dedicated to this activity.

2) Project receives partial CSREES grant 
support through a Southern Regional 
Project.

3) Congressional line-item and grant 
support for other water-related 
projects help support this activity.



• Follows national program schemes
• Single menu driven home page
• All web pages are single frame
• All topics are separate pages
• Scrolling is minimized (2 pgs usually)
• Web pages designed to print on 8.5 x 11
• Index system for 105 sub topics
• Template data management system
• Internal key word(s) search mechanism

Structure of Website



• Introduction to water program themes
• Indexed and printable articles (200)
• Questions and answers-FAQs (3686)
• Categorized web links (2190)
• Glossary of water-related terms (9921)
• State portal for ten GIS databases
• Special programs information
• News and upcoming events

Website Resources



Appearance/Structure/Resources



Direct Link to Spotlight Program Websites



Component on News and Upcoming Events added in 2004.







Web Resources-Aligned with National CSREES 
Program Themes

1. Animal Waste Management
2. Drinking Water and Human Health
3. Environmental Restoration
4. Nutrient and Pesticide Management
5. Pollution Assessment and Prevention
6. Watershed Management
7. Water Conservation & Agricultural Water Management
8. Water Policy and Economics



Web Resources - Primary Water Topics

1. General Water Information
2. Waste and Wastewater Management
3. Drinking Water and Human Health
4. Environmental Remediation and Restoration
5. Nutrient and Pesticide Management
6. Pollution Assessment and Prevention
7. Watershed Management
8. Water Conservation and Management
9. Water Policy and Economics











Database Management





Total Index: 105 Water-Related Subtopics
42 General Water Information Subtopics



8 Waste and Wastewater Management Subtopics



12 Drinking Water and Human Health Subtopics



10 Environmental Remediation and Restoration Subtopics



5 Nutrient and Pesticide Management Subtopics



7 Pollution Assessment and Prevention Subtopics



8 Watershed Management Subtopics



5 Water Conservation and Management Subtopics



8 Water Policy and Economics Subtopics



Three ways to find a publication



Using the Index System



Selecting General Water Information Primary Topic



Selecting 1st Sub-Topic

















Two Ways to Find FAQ Answers



Use Index: Select a primary topic.



12 DWHH Subtopics and Search Box Appears



First Page of 30 Questions Appear—Select 28



Answer to Question Number 28



Using key word(s) search is usually faster.



In this particular case “scum” appears in only two FAQs.



You get the same result of course.



Finding web links is essentially the same as that for FAQs.



Selecting Primary Topic—”Watershed Management”



Select one of 8 secondary topics.



Links are classified as one of five categories.







Two Ways to Find Words in Glossary



Select words or phrases beginning with “A”



27 Pages of words/phrases beginning with the letter “A”



Click on desired word or phrase.



You get the definition. NOTE: You may be referred to other terms and 
you can go back one page or to the beginning of the glossary index.



GIS Resources for Alabama

1. USGS Topographic Quad Sheets
2. Digital Elevation Models (DEM)
3. Digital Ortho Quarter Quads (DOQQ)
4. Digital Soils Data (STATSGO, SSURGO)
5. Land Use/Land Cover Data
6. Hydrology, Rivers, Streams, Lakes
7. Roads and Transportation
8. Demographics/Population Data
9. Geology and Land Form
10.Reference Maps in PDF & JPG Format





• Site visits and patterns 
• Data download patterns
• Entry pages
• Referrers

2005 Web Trends



Web Trends Overview for Water Program Pages in 2005



Web Page Hits by Month for 2005



Pages viewed most in 2005



Where Site Visits are Coming From—Geographic Regions



Where Site Visits are Coming From—Country 



Where Site Visits are Coming From—States



Where Site Visits are Coming From—Cities



Visits and Visitors by Month in 2005



Entry Pages to the Website



Hits and Page View Trends by Month in 2005
(Opening home page is not registered as a hit.)



File types accessed most frequently in 2005



Files downloaded most frequently in 2005.



How are people finding the site?



Summary

• Site visits, page views and downloads 
have all increased steadily since 2003.

• Use of GIS data has increased steadily 
since 2004.

• People are using the web-based data from 
all over the world.

• We have received numerous compliments, 
even from countries like Egypt.

• We plan to keep adding to the databases.



References

• Alabama Water Program URL-
http://www.aces.edu/waterquality

• Southern Region Water Program URL-
http://srwqis.tamu.edu/

• National Water Program URL -
http://www.usawaterquality.org



FAQ Database Can be Component of eXtension



Questions


