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- DeS|gned for 3- SQrade level

= For use as supplement to science, math,
soclal studies materials

= DiScusses rivers In terms of:
— How they form and change over time

= EOW we use them -l
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River Basics " FOR FRANCE

Let's listen to Samuel de Champlain

tell us about how rivers are formed

and how various forces change them
over time.
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River Basics

People use many different words to describe streams.
For example, large streams are called rivers. Small

streams may be called creeks, draws or brooks.

No matter what size it is, all have one thing in
common. They all flow in channels.
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River Dollars and Sense

Often we think of the Mississippi River as a place to have fun,
but it is also a hard working river. It supplies us drinking
water, waters our crops and livestock, moves our goods, and
entertains us. The Mississippi River is used for about every
purpose you can use a river for...
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River Dollars and Sense

Changes in the river whether high waters or low waters,
affect commercial businesses as well as local tourism. This
income loss affects people's lives in a big way. People have
always depended on the rivers for income — basically it's all
dollars and sense!
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River Management: The Good, Bad & Ugly

How a river is managed is often dictated by its prime job. When
managing a river for transportation, the depth is extremely important.
The Illinois River must be kept at a channel depth of 9 feet. This
allows barges to travel safely up the entire length of the river.
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QOoze, Goo & Other MNasty Things

Asian carp are amazing! They grow to be 100 pounds and can jump
8-10 feet out of the water when they feel the vibrations of motor
boats. Think of what happens when a fish this size hits someone in a
motor boat. Ouch! Or worsel People's teeth have been knocked out
and people have been knocked overboard.
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Explorer's Hall of Fame

Choose an explorer to learn more about their river adventures!
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Major John Wesley Powell

In 18596 when he was 22 years old, he traveled the
Mississippi River alone in a row boat from the Falls of
St Anthony to its mouth. The following year, he rowed
the length of the Chio River from Pittsburgh to its
mouth, and in 1853 he traveled the Illinois River to its
mouth and then up the Des Moines River,
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All-Stars Locker Room

Click on a towel to begin
O
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Here are Trading Cards for you to print
and share with your friends
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Augusc 1770 - l‘:h:rm in Virg[nia T it -~

1702-06 - Army officer. 352 N

1803 = Chosen to accompany Lewis an an r ' '
expedition to the Pacific Ccean. -

1507 = Appeinted superintendent of Indian
Affairs.

1817-1821 - Was again superintendent of Indian it

Affairs. B szt

£ 1878 - Died.
l %
%
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Select your
explorer!

r Enter Your Name: \"'

State: OCutside USA |«

Country: nited States %
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What river is also known as "Old
Man River™? .

IMinois River

Mississippi River

lowa River
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You've got it right{

Mississippi River

You win: $100
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Where in the world are

these rivers?

We need your help at locating

the rivers in the following map.
A Click on a river, and select its
.- name from the box that will
appear.

START=>
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Go Back

Select a River

E Yukon St. Lawrence E i
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: Mississippi Red : ".-F -
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| Rip Grande Ohio |
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: Arkansas Colorado :
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Welcome to The All-Star River Explorers, an elementary program for third through fifth grade students.

The All-Star River Explorers is designed to introduce students to the basics of hydrologyr and increase
their understanding of how rivers are formed and their importance in our ives. A ctivities will enhance
student’s skills i math, science, language arts, social studies, and art.

Yo will havwe matiy options it asing this website with ywour students. Choose angyr or all of the suggested
activities for yrour class.

I any activities are for students to wotk independently and some will be ideal for group work We in
Urdversity of [linois Extension hope ywou enjoy using the The All-Star River Explorers with srour
students and discovering the rich history of owur river explorets.

If srou complete owur online regquest form, we will send ywou a poster for wour classroom featuring The All-
star River Explorers.

Introduction

Fivers are an essential part of our world. Since the beginning of time, people have traveled on them and
bult cities along them. Fivers hawve provided food as well as a source of comunerce and entertairiment for
centuries.

Getting Ready
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To see how a streatn table works, wizit River Basics at:
hittp o lhanana arbanext viuc edufrversfbasics 03 hitml

" General Model Stream Materials List

(Additional or fewer paris may be needed, if building plans are changed)
Total cost approxdmately $300
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. Websites

Agencies/Organizations Education sites

United States Geological Survey
Visit their rivvers education site.
httpfzawater usgs. govieduw earthrivers hitiml

Rivers of Life

Thiz wehbsite provides projects, adventures, and resources to help F-12 teachers and students learn about
atid from their watershed.

hittpfocgee hamline edufriversS

The Arxymy Corps of Engineers Education Center
This =ite 15 for students, teachers, hbranans and other educators to access many educational resources.
httpeoffeducation usace armyy . mil’

Mis=zis=ippi River Weh
hittpAriveraebmuasenuns . orgs’



Book References

Exploring Ecosystems: Rivers and Streams by Patricia & Finl Martin, Published by Frankdin Watts, 1999,
Contaitis projects and investigations designed for middle and jurior lugh students to help them
understand how important rivers and streams are to life on Earth

Books on the Chicago River
httpffanane chicagotiver orgftiver/booldist aspYFilter=Fiver¥20Books

A River Ran Wild: An Emvironmental History by Lyrnne Cherry. Published by Harcourt Brace & Company,
March 1992, An account of "the Mashua Fiver, which rans through Hew Hampshire and IWassachusetts,
The book traces the envrirorumental listory of the fver into the present, docwmenting the river's
destraction by mdustrial pollution and its eventual reclammation

Magazines

Big River Magazine (Upper Mississippi Fiver)
httpdfanane big-river. com

siream Motes (.5, Forest Setvice)
httpfhananar streatn f5 fed usf
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- The All-Star River Explorers was developed by:

# Duane Friend, Extenszion Educater, Matural Reszourcesz Management
Greg Stack, Extenszion Educator, Horticulture
+ Jane Scherer, Extenszion Specializt, Urban Programsz/ Web Coordination

T Artwork
#« Jerry Barrett
-1 Technical design

* Alezzandre Bellina, Extenzion Azsitant, Web Development
# Chriz Tidrick, Extension Specializt, Web Development



