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Definitions of Underserved

USDA DEFINITION:

1. A person with direct or indirect gross farm 
sales not more than $100,000 in each of 
the previous two years. 

2. A person with a total household income at 
or below the national poverty level for a 
family of four; or less than 50% of the 
country median household income in each 
of the previous two years.



• NRCS DEFINITION:

……those farmers and ranchers who, 
when compared to other farmers, 
ranchers, and farm operations in a 
given geographic area, such as a 
state, county, or project area, have 
distinct disadvantages in obtaining 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
program assistance.



Sample pictures of well locations at 
underserved farms in Virginia’s Delmarva



Water Quality Parameters 
Assayed

Selected metals
Oxy-anions
Other water quality parameters
Biological: Total coliforms and E. coli



Table A. Drinking water parameters 
measured
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Table B. Selected metals in drinking 
water at Delmarva underserved farms
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General information about rural 
homes

Number of residents
Children age group
General locations of homes
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Nature of Drinking Water

Source of Drinking Water
Type of Well
Well Head Protection
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Potential Pollution Sources

Fuel storage tank location
Distance of fuel tank from well
Septic tank distance from well
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Demographics, Income, etc. 

Response by Ethnic make-up
Age Group of Respondents
Respondents Level of Education
Estimated Household Income
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Summary and 
Recommendations

Drinking water resources of underserved 
communities in the Delmarva Peninsula need 
adequate protection.
There is a great need for education of well 
owners in these communities.
Government assistance is desperately needed 
to safeguard well waters in underserved 
communities.


