“Water defines life in Wisconsin. Wisconsin’s landscape, history,

cultures, communities, ecosystems and economy are fundamentally . EFFECTIVELY ADDRESSING AUDIENCE NEEDS

shaped by its waters - the Great lakes and the Mississippi River,

15,000 inland lakes, 32,000 miles of perennial rivers, 5.3 million iy
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Incorporating the Human Dimension of Natural
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Wisconsin’s approach to meeting the challenges and

© Since 1997 University of Wisconsin Extension has supported a
;—O(o Database development to links local sites and 2. o g gl | special approach to integrating educational programming and
coordinate the sharing of results among different [ et an local conservation efforts. This program provides special assis-

volunteer projects. e L | 4 Ve R | tance to county-based Cooperative Extension educators, staff

opportunities in water quality protection is grounded in
the strong foundation of the Land Grant University. That

foundation mandates that the University of Wisconsin == P - : from the USDA (NRCS, FSA), the Wisconsin DNR, and the
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The MALWEG Program has allocated over $1 million to more
than 100 local projects. These funds make possible a variety of

local outreach efforts that focus on the Transfer of Conservation
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in all 72 Wisconsin counties, and an additional network

clean-water.uwex.edu/malweg

Future Actors - Educating Young People About Water

WATERSHED MANAGEMENT “539

Wisconsin’s Basin Education Initiative

of 15 watershed-based natural resources educators.

Local Extension Educators and Conservation
District staff work directly with producers to
promote nutrient management planning and
farm conservation practices. Program evaluations
show that:

www.uwex.edu/erc/eypaw

Educating Young People About Water (EYPAW) provides
assistance for developing a community-based, youth water
education program. A water curriculum database targets youth
and links educators to key community members. EYPAW provides
ideas, checklists, references, partner lists, and community action
education materials.
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Wisconsin's educational approach is a combination of:

basineducation.uwex.edu
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Serving citizens directly;
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ngaging and empowering local leaders; R ¢ 23 More than 85% of participating producers ship among University of Wisconsin Extension, the Wisconsin
: B~ complefe a nutrient management plan and DNR and the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service.
also have their soil conservation plans
reviewed to accepted specifications.
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Supporting organizational development;

It provides a statewide network of 15 watershed-based natural
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Promoting effective group processes and resources educators. Basin Educators commonly address agri-

: .. L cultural and urban stormwater management; streams, lakes
community decision making;

The majority of the participants have their
manure spreaders calibrated.

The National Water Quality Program is supported by the 406 Integrated CSREES (Cooperative State
Research, Education, and Extension Service) Competitive Grants Program, and has a Regional Coordination component
that seeks to ensure the integration of water quality efforts within the jurisdiction of each of the ten regions established by the

and shorelands; wetlands; coastal resource management;
and groundwater. Basin Educators coordinate efforts
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Providing access to science-based information;

Mdre than half of the NUFient Mana gement on many BN o chorclafdl sl IR sconsifis US En'wronmenta/ Proted/on'Agency (EPA). The Regional (aord/naﬂon. Prz-)grams make research, education, t{nd Extension resources
, . of the university system more accessible to federal, state and local water quality improvement efforts. The Conservation Technology Transfer
Develo p| ng ta rg eted educational materials. Plan writers were the farmers themselves. Lakes Partnership. program, a cooperative effort of the University of Wisconsin and the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), was created to help

deliver research-based best management practices and expertise into the hands of producers at a local level.
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