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Abstract Survey Results Profession and Educational Activities
Water quality coordinators from Idaho, Colorado, Montana, North Importance of the different water issuesin the six EPA Region 8 states Influence of profession on preferred educational activities
Dakota, South Dakota, Utah and Wyoming developed and distributed States Background
a50- question survey designed to assess public attitudes about water Crop& .
issues. The objective of the survey was to collect baseline ; porh Sati i Ranch __Manufac. _ Teaching _Business _Profes. _ Retail _ Retired
information documenting public awareness and attitudes towards Topic Colorado Dakgigr 1o, WDakota, Utah Miyoming B | ) L |
water issues. The survey has 4 primary components related to water % very or extremely important Obtain information % population obtaining information
resources: l_) the environment; 2) water quality is_us 3) pr_oleming Clean rivers 98 96 90 93 95 94 I‘V g gg :‘; gg 3; g; ?2
and preserving water resources; and 4) water quality education. The THSpanery
= R tain water resource information and Groundwater 99 98 92 97 96 94 Extension service 69 25 48 30 25 33 44
education needs of various clientele within the six state region. Dpigking watgr, g & % 440 b ad L Un;:’ Evlsny o 3 2 2t 29 i8 2
School 13 29 34 17 16 29 9
Surveys were mailed to a statistically determined random sample Water availability for Gov. Agency 52 41 57 48 46 56 46
group from within each state. A response rate of 50% was the target; Power 63 74 76 74 72 72 Environ. group 40 39 47 37 41 49 34
e e e TRt S ER e AN RN S R e T T YT e
whole and by comp:r/i ng resuits amyong the sixsstpats The sieggnifi & Commerce 65 62 64 64 63 67 > Farmers and ranchers were more likely to obtain information from Cooperative Extension
findings from the survey, regarding public attitudes about water issues Landscaping 31 32 40 34 40 36 than any other profession.
in the region, are that clean water is very important to residents within Recreation 47 60 60 49 47 50 » Farmers and ranchers were least likely to obtain water quality information from TV and
Region 8 and that current educanonal_outrea:h programs may be Irrigation 82 83 64 66 81 83 newspapers.
?:;3: Tﬁea;ar;?:yfﬁmE?;Eiﬁ?g'&;;?gﬂ?g:ggﬂ:ﬂd Municipal use 65 76 85 75 63 75 > Only 25% of the respondents with a manufacturing or professional occupations obtained
extension programs in the Northern Plains and Mountains Region Water aquatic habitats 85 92 7 (28 80 & water quality informion from Cooperative Extension.
over the next several years. Better agricultural practices 85 79 78 82 76 85 > Ami nt_Jrily of respondentsin all professions obtained water quality information from schools
Preserve riparian areas 70 76 59 58 55 62 O ERATETIERE) GRS
» Teachers were more likely to obtain water quality information from environmental groups,
. . . feiogt Watershed management 79 75! 63 68 69 74 g
Current Northern Plains and Mountains Regional Initiatives Ly environmental agencies, schools, newspapers, and TV than any other profession.
> Water Management il anesvElEn Restoring disturbed land 68 79 58] 61 50 69
Watershed and Rangeland Management Urban storm water runoff 63 62 59 56 52 51
>
> Education Preserve ag and open areas 82 79 71 69 66 73
> Participatory Research / Best Management Practices Vel D, i &3 % %, 32 & Public opinions on practices affecting water resour ce needs:
» Manure/ Nutrient Management : J hrec.[activities| ot o = 0 27 & > Better agricultural practices and improved grazing techniques should be adopted
> Geospatial Applications for Water Quality Protection > Majority of the survey respondents consider clean drinking water, clean groundwater, and clean rivers very > Riparian areas and agricultural and open areas should be preserved
important. » Disturbed areas should be restored
» Good quality livestock water was also considered important to respondents. > Recreational areas should be managed better

» Having water available for landscaping was generally ranked low in importance.

> Better agricultural practices was ranked high as an important action to preserve water quality.

Key Findings of the Survey
Sour ces of | nfor mation

» The vast mgjority of the survey respondents consider clean drinking water, clean

Rt euiediedticationatastivitics groundwater, and clean rivers very or extremely important.

States
Desired learning North South » The needs identified by the survey match current Region 8 water resource initiatives.
obportunities OOt OTIEnE ga:;:ld as?;ﬁ:‘?ee tah _ Wyoming > Differences in information sources were found among the survey respondents

0 . .

Read fact sheet 62 66 49 53 55 59 based on occupation or community. o
Newspaper / television 58 62 68 66 61 60 « Cooperative Extension is used less by respondents living in larger (>100,000)
Visit website 43 28 33 25 42 33 communities than those living in smaller population areas.
Look at demonstration 19 13 25 22 21 20 « Cooperative Extension is a source of water quality information for amajority
Watch video 18 18 21 15 18 17 (69%) of respondents from farm and ranch communities.
Volunteer 12 11 8 3 12 12 X . . .
Take short course 9 7 6 2 4 8 » The survey results will be used to guide our water quality programming efforts
Obtain certification 7 8 8 3 6 7 over the next 5-year planning period.
Get trained 6 4 3 6 7 6 s . . . Al
ConditassessMent 9 7 7 8 12 7 > Survey resultsindicate the educational delivery of our regional initiatives
Attend fair 9 10 9 0 10 17 may need to be refocused to better serve our regiona clientele.

> The majority of respondents preferred to take advantage of newspapers and television as learning
opportunities.
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» Fact sheets and the Internet were also considered to be a preferred way to learn for respondents.
» In-person training and certification were generally considered the least preferred way to learn.




