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Cultivating Water Quality Citizenship 

The Water Quality Pollution Assessment and Prevention Theme Team is a 
network of Extension and other educators who promote self-assessments, 
voluntary actions and monitoring by land-use managers and residents to protect 
and restore water quality. Water Quality awareness, assessments, attitudes and 
actions are the themes of this national learning community of educators focused 
on cultivating water quality citizenship, and an active sense of ownership of 
global and local water quality by individuals, households, farms, and businesses. 
Theme Team members cultivate active water-enhancing behavior choices 
through educational strategies such as self-assessments and sharpened 
observational skills. Team members: · Design strategies that allow and 
encourage each individual, household or organization to examine, in a non-
confrontational framework, their own role in contributing to the problem or to the 
solution, to choose attitudinal change, and to take concrete actions. · Offer 
trainings or consultations that improve understandings about natural resources, 
improve the skills for environmental management within businesses or 
organizations, and improve every-day skills for making decisions that move 
individuals, households, businesses and organizations consistently toward our 
environmental quality goals. · Organize ways to encourage the life-long 
application of these skills and understandings in order to achieve continuous 
improvements in water resources. This poster will highlight the activities of two 
projects that exemplify the type of work supported by this national facilitation 
project and summarize the mechanisms used to support the Theme Team. 
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