CSL Conference Call

May 4, 2010

Attendance: Cass Gardner, Daphne Pee (for Doug Parker), Lois Morton, Reagan Waskom, Tom Blewett, Bob Mahler, Kitt Farrell-Poe, Mike O’Neill, Jim Dobrowolski
Review from Spring Meeting: 

· Corrections to minutes? 
· Not yet available for review.

Update on NIFA (Mike)

· With no need for a review panel, we now have a bit of extra money to partner with 1890, 1994, or HSI institutions for high impact projects. 

· Amount available per project: $10-20K
· ACTION:  Send descriptions of projects in the May 14 proposals to Mike, but let Mike know by the end of the week roughly what you expect to do and for how much. If possible, include the plan of work in your proposal, but if not, we can work around it.

· Deadlines: 

· Full proposals for Ag/Water Science due May 19th 

· May 7th deadline for Climate Change LOIs

· Standard grants are all closed ($5 million programs) ( received 200+ proposals, wanting to fund 10-15 

· Can not submit to any programs requiring LOIs if you missed the LOI deadline
Elaine Andrews – eXtension Drinking Water Community of Practice (DW COP) 
· Two years ago, CSL agreed to put together a COP for drinking water 

· Elaine submitted a proposal and received $60K in funding

· Updates:

· Roughly, 17 leaders and 35 members in COP. Very hard group to form because few feel comfortable providing regional or national leadership. 

· Given state-specific interests of members, and general burn-out, it’s hard to see how to extend the group towards a national interest. 

· In general, lacking a core of passionate drinking water people like we have seen in nutrient management.  Without a passionate core group, or funding mechanism, how to continue the work? 
· Public website is not launched yet – but lots of content ( responses for ~50 FAQs and 50 additional content pages

· Content currently focuses on contaminants and corrosion. 

· Peer-review requires 2 people per item.  Currently, reviewers pick and choose which FAQs or content pieces they want to review. But reviewers have been surveyed and said that they do not feel like they have the expertise to review the entire body of content.
· COP needs more reviewers. A few more people from the Mid-Atlantic have just offered to review the content.

· REQUEST:  If there is anyone else that you can suggest, please forward their contact information.

· Questions and Discussion:

· ACTION: Elaine will send membership list to CSL (per their request) to help determine who isn’t on the list right now

· Q:  Most professionals working with drinking water are not in extension. So, who are we trying to get to the table? 
· A: Anyone.

· The CSL agreed to review the content and re-visit the topic in 3-6 months.  All agreed that drinking water should have a presence on eXtension, so it’s important to determine how to best do so.

· All information is on eXtension right now, but Elaine will split the information across the regions and send to CSL. 

· ACTION:  Regional Coordinators will then bring back to their regions and get them reviewed.

Report from 2011 Conference Sub-Committee (Art/Greg)
· Art and Greg absent

· There has been some discussion about inviting prominent members of government (e.g. Secretary of Agriculture, SWAQ members, etc.), but CSL decided we first needed to determine what to present and how. Art is leading the effort, but suggestions are welcomed.

Report from Vision/Planning Sub-Committee (Bob/Mike)
· Future vision is not about CSL, rather, how water should be included at USDA, and in particular, NIFA. 

· Everyone agrees that the priority is not on the CSL, but the future for water in USDA NIFA, and working with land grant partners.

· Topics to Address: 

· What kind of funding structures will be necessary?

· What kind of leadership is needed?

· Linking production, water, energy ( Jim and Mike will first frame the discussion in a simple way and then bring to the group to review and determine next steps

· Helping to inform APLU would be one goal for this topic

· As a whole, use this sub-committee to determine broader issues – not just about the water program, but how water issues need to be addressed.
· Reagan is leading the water piece of the roadmap for science that will inform USDA NIFA’s programs. Preliminary draft due July, final due August – likely streamlined to meet Dr. Beachy’s fall timeline for RFPs. Possible linkages to include in this vision.
ACTION:  If you know of anyone who can help with the Vision or Conference sub-committees, please get them engaged with the CSL
Summer Meeting

· @ the Silver Spring Meeting, the CSL decided not to meet in the summer. Sub-committees will get together, but next CSL meeting won’t be until the Fall. 

· Conference planning groups to meet in June and late September – ready to discuss by the Fall.

Upcoming Calendar 
· Reagan is putting together water session at next APLU meeting, where CSL could provide lots of information if ready.
