USDA-NIFA National Water Program
Committee for Shared Leadership
Conference Call

December 7, 2009
3:00 pm – 4:30 pm EST

Participants: Tom Blewett, Cass Gardner, Art Gold, Greg Jennings, Mark McFarland, Lois Wright-Morton, Mike O'Neill, Chris Obropta and Reagan Waskom.
Bob Mahler – Not able to attend meeting.

Agenda item #1: Cass welcomed everybody to the call.

Agenda item #2: The minutes of the November 2, 2009 meeting was moved by Mike and seconded by Mark.

Agenda item #3a: Mike sent out information regarding the 4-H experiment. He stated that he would like for Water Quality and 4-H to work more closely together and network. 

Agenda item #3b: Status of USDA RFP – Mike identified 5 priority areas for NIFA focus: 1) Climate Change 2) Bio Energy 3) Food Safety 4) Global Food Security and 5) Nutrition and Obesity.  He stated that the Water program should support at least one  of these five priorities.  In 2010 they plan to continue to relate 1 or 2 of the priorities.  A port folio will be put together addressing these areas.
Agenda item #3c: RFP will not be out until Mid January and will stay open until April .Plans for group participation can be developed at the national conference.  The Leadership Group meeting is scheduled for December 17, 2009.  Tom stated that he will update everybody on the National citizenship in a few weeks.
Agenda item #3d: Strategy for program evaluation is not yet ready.
Agenda item #4:  Jeff  Potent’s (EPA ) e-mail to  hold a Nation-wide training workshop in Atlanta or Kansas City, in 2010 was discussed. Cass should find out from him exactly what he required of the CSL and what level of funding will the EPA provide for LGUs participation.
Agenda item #5: Greg stated that there were no updates for conferences other than the information sent out by e-mail.

Agenda item #6: No other information available. 
Agenda item #7: Date for Next conference call – January 4, 2010.
Call Adjourned: 4:00 pm EST.

