USDA-CSREES National Water Program Conference call

Date Held: October 6, 2008 at 3:00-4:30 PM(EST) 
Participants were:  Art Gold, Chris Obropta – Chair, Mike O’Neil – Co-chair, Cassel Gardner, Mark McFarland, Doug Parker, Gerry Miller, Reagan Wascomb, Virgil Dupuis Rebecca Power

Absent with excuse:
Bob Mahler, Jennifer Kushner, Greg Jennings (sent info by e-mail) 

CSREES -Update

Mike reported on his recent presentation to 
USDA-CSREES NPL group. He informed the meeting that his presentation of the National Water Program model to the USDA-CSREES NPLs was well received. Discussion focused on transition of the National Water Program.

Mike – proposed that program leaders should formulate program activities and focus to facilitate transition with which they can be comfortable.
Gerry – discussed a conference call involving IPM where IPM CDs from the north central region were available for distribution 
Mike – informed the group that there will be 2-3 awards for grazing land CEAP projects.
In answering Cas question on the status of the 406 proposals from 1890 institutions – Mike remarked that the hard work put by Cas which included organizing the USDA-CSREES sponsored grant writing workshop for 1890 institutions (March 2008) finally paid off – of the 90 proposals submitted 2008 funding cycle, 8 came from the 1890 institutions – a 10 fold increase over previous submissions of these 1 was funded reflecting a 12% funding rate – similar to the 1862 institutions.
Proposals funded were: 

9- Regional 

            1- Education

            2- Extension

            3- Multiregional

The funded institutions will be informed shortly. 
National Conference
Re the February 09 National Water Program Conference – Chris, reported that Greg e-mailed a flyer advertising the occasion. Greg will send out flyer about the National Conference to sponsors and state coordinators to get the coordinators of 1890s more actively involved and so they could work better with 1862s and 1994s.   In the future there should be more focus on education, research and extension. He also suggested there should be sponsored institutional exchange which ultimately gets the faculties of the institutions working together.    In response to Chris O’s suggestion to involve higher education projects, Mike said that is a great idea for the years to come as long as everything comes together.
Mike suggested discussions with people such as Audrey Trottman (NPL in Higher Education at CSREES) before the Conference. 
Mike also suggested it is important to get students to attend and participate in the conference. He said it is a creative way to open opportunities for a more diverse audience. 
Awards 

Not much done. 
Communication
There is a new subcommittee for Communications.  Mark explains that the role of the group was to share ideas so they might take advantage of opportunities such as cross region and facilitative opportunities. The group also provides assistance with the National website so that what happen in the region can be publicized. 
He said that Diane Boellstorff participated in the Southern region and focused on the theme as opposed to the region and she asked everyone to respond for the next impact report she said that there is 8 themes and they need 3 from the 8 themes with priorities that can be readily prepare a report for national call. She said the group needs words of impact statements on drinking water and human health and environmental restoration to encourage representative to be active participants so that they can bring out important items to the next meeting to spread the words to the general public.
Evaluating Report 

Chris- mentioned Jennifer wants everyone to look at questions and report answers to Jen and she will send out summary of strengths
Strategic Planning
Strategizing the Water Quality Program for future – Mike proposed that programs should be formulated to facilitate smooth transition. 
Reagan – suggested that there is two focuses on the REE science road map and they are now looking for a common goal in the regions. Mike asked how will they approach the road map and he was told there is currently no template for the road map, they are considering ideas. 
Next meeting November 3, 2008 at 3:00PM  

