Report on Student Career Awareness Luncheon at the National Conference
January 31, 2007
A Student Career Awareness Lunch was held at the National Water Conference on January 31.  Cass Gardner and Art Gold organized the event.  Students were required to pre-register in order to obtain a free box lunch.

Total Student Attendance: 23

	Educational Level
	
	Home Institution

	M.S. students: 15
	
	1890 students: 4

	Ph.D. students: 7
	
	1862 students: 17

	B.S. students: 1
	
	1994 students: 2


Speakers:

Dr. Cass Gardner: Introduction and Purpose of Meeting

Dr. Jerry Miller: Land Grant University Opportunities within Extension

Dr. Mike O’Neill and Lisa Duriancik: Federal Employment Opportunities within USDA

Mary Ann Rozum: Post-doc, multi-cultural scholarships and other opportunities within CSREES

Dr. Art Gold: NSF Ph.D. IGERT Programs

The lunch was scheduled to last 40 minutes. After 1 hour the students were still interested in learning more about career opportunities.  Jerry Miller did a quick verbal survey and we learned that most of the students had never been introduced to extension during their graduate careers.  Most student questions concerned federal jobs. 
The lunch generated considerable enthusiasm.  It should continue as part of a larger effort to encourage the development of a student community within the CSREES National Water Program network.  

