CSL Conference Call Minutes

September 10, 2007
The Conference call was convened with regional coordinators at 3:00pm EST by CSL Co-Chair Reagan Waskom.  CSL members in attendance: Chris Obrupta (II), Greg Jennings (IV), Robin Shepard (V), Mark McFarland (IV), Gerald Miller (VII), Reagan Waskom (VIII),  Cass Garner (1890s), Michael Collins (1994s), Bruce Mertz (USDA-CSREES), Mike O’Neill (USDA-CSREES).  Guest:  Jennifer Kushner, U of Wisc.

Mike introduced Bruce Mertz, new Program Specialist working on water program.

 National Conference Planning (Greg Jennings): 

· Greg still needs paragraphs from Obropta and Mahler for the workshops.

· Texas has become too expensive and will not work for the 2009 conference – Greg is looking into St. Louis.

· Mike O’Neill has contacted Peter Gleick and is awaiting confirmation on plenary.

· Mike will follow up with Kelly Addy on November 1st deadline for awards.
· Action Items:  Please everyone check the meeting times and if you need any changes, please let Greg know.
 Report from RFA Committee (Mark McFarland):
· A draft document suggesting changes to the RFA was distributed to Regional PIs by Mark prior to the call.

· Five recommendations were made.  All recommendations accepted by CSL.  

· Mark will send a formal memo to Mike after it is finalized by the end of next week. 

· Action Items: If you have any comments/suggestions/edits on the review, please forward them to Mark.
 Report on Multi-State Committees (Jerry Miller):
· Jerry sent an email invitation to the Chairs of the Multi-State Committees and the AES and CES Regional Directors inviting them to the Reno conference.  He is awaiting replies. 

· Conference registration fees will be waived for the Regional Directors that plan to attend.  

· Action Item:  CSL members should be aware to Jerry’s email and be prepared to answer any questions from Multi-state chairs or Regional Directors. 

Progress on National Impact Reporting (Robin Shepard and Jennifer Kushner): 

· The integrated logic matrix was distributed via email in early August.
· Jennifer and Robin have been working on the matrix—working on themes to categorize impacts. They expect to distribute a one pager to the CSL very soon.  They will plan to spend 2 hours in D.C. on this topic and hope to roll out in Reno at some level. 

· Action Items:  Please look for the one pager and spend some time review their work.  It is important that the CSL allocate some time to work on this individually and at our October meeting in D.C.  Also, think about how to present this to the State Coordinators and ask for their support to collect the information needed to evaluate our program’s impacts.
Other Business
·  Robin reported on EPA Technical Assistance awards. Robin continues to monitor this.

· Cass Gardner reported on 1890’s group submitted proposal to EPA on drinking water assistance grant. Waiting to hear results.

Discussion of Fall CSL Meeting Agenda and Visitor Invites:
· CSL Fall 07 Meeting is still scheduled for November 1st and 2nd in D.C.  Greg Jennings will only be able to attend on Nov 2 , so we will plan to work on the conference that morning.  

· Robin and Jennifer will need two hours to discuss their efforts on impact reporting.  

· Greg will contact Steve Dresser about leading a discussion on EPA grants and contracts.
Dates for Spring and Summer CSL Meetings:

· Spring CSL meeting will be held in D.C.—April 17-18, 2008
· Summer CSL meeting will be held in Boulder, Colorado.   Reagan will check into dates and availability.
October Conference Call on October1, 2007 at 3:00pm Eastern

