CSL Conference Call Minutes

January 9, 2006
The Conference call was convened at 2:00pm EST by CSL Co-Chair Bob Mahler.
CSL members in attendance: Art Gold (I), Jeff Potent (II), Greg Jennings (IV), Rebecca Power for Robin Shepard (V), Gerald Miller (VII), Reagan Waskom (VIII), Kitt Farrell-Poe (IX), Bob Mahler (X), Lisa Duriancik (USDA-CSREES), Mike O’Neill (USDA-CSREES).
National Water Quality Conference
Greg Jennings reported that the 2006 National Water Quality Conference is on track for successful conference.  There are currently 400 attendees registered with 480 expected.  Posters are at 160 with no room for more. 

CSL meeting times at the conference:

1. CSL hospitality room available throughout – Let Mark know if you need it at a specific time.

2. Monday, Feb 6 breakfast at 7:00 am – 9:00 am with Liaisons and National Facilitation Project Leaders.  Bob will ask for one representative from these two groups to serve as spokesperson.  NF projects can provide a handout if desired. Mike O. will ask the new NF’s leaders to briefly introduce their projects.

3. Tuesday CSL lunch with speakers at 12:00 noon
4. Wednesday breakfast at 7:00am

The State WQ Coordinators Meeting was discussed by Bob M.

Concern was expressed about the size of conference in the future.

North Central LGU Water Quality Seminar

Robin Shepard reported on progress made on the seminar series.  Senator Kohl is confirmed as the keynote for the January 17 seminar in Milwaukee.  The North Central Region State Water Quality Coordinators are bringing posters highlighting integrated efforts in their states and the ten Regions are submitting posters also.  There will be a follow up meeting with the North Central Water Quality Coordinators on Wednesday morning following the conference.
07 Farm Bill and Integrated Programs
Jerry Miller reported that the LGU Directors have a strategy articulated in CREATE 21.  Concern was expressed that Integrated Programs could be overlooked in FB negotiations.  CSREES will soon have a new Undersecretary for the REE mission area, Gail Buchanan from U. of Georgia.  This may affect CSREES approach to Integrated Programs and we need to stay tuned.  Finally, it was mentioned that the CSL needs to remain vigilant in expectation of the President’s budget, slated for release on Feb. 6.  Art G. suggests we go to our Deans etc. in preemptive mode prior to Feb budget release.
Other Business

Mike asked Regions to volunteer dates for the CSREES program reviews of the Regional Projects.

Calendar Items
CSL meetings:
Spring 06 – April 5-7, 2006 in DC.  Will begin at 8:00am on April 5.
Summer 06 – July 26 –28, 2006 in Park City, UT
Fall 06– October 10-11 in DC

Upcoming Conference calls:

March 6, 2006 at 2pm ET

May 1, 2006 at 2pm ET

June 5, 2006 at 2pm ET

Other:

2007 NIWQP Conference – Feb. 6-10, 2007 in Savannah, GA

Agricultural Air Quality Conference (funded by CSREES, organized by ESA)– Potomac, MD June 5-8, 2006

LGU Western Water Seminar – Salt Lake City, UT, week of Aug. 28, 2006

The CSL Conference Call was adjourned at 3:15pm EST.
Submitted by Reagan M. Waskom
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