Minutes of CSL Meetings
February 6-8, 2006

San Antonio, TX

Members in attendance included: Art Gold (I), Chris Obropta (II), Tom Simpson (III), Greg Jennings (IV), Robin Shepard (V), Mark McFarland (VI), Jerry Miller (VII), Reagan Waskom (VIII), Kitt Farrel-Poe (IX), Bob Mahler (X), Cassel Gardner (1890’s), Virgil Dupuis (1994’s), Lisa Duriancik (USDA-CSREES), Mary Ann Rozum (USDA-CSREES), Mike O’Neill (USDA-CSREES).
Monday CSL breakfast - Feb 6 at 7-9am.

CSL, liaisons, NF project leaders in attendance. 
Rich Koelsch overviewed his new National Facilitation (NF) project on the National Livestock & Poultry Env Center. The goal is to connect experts w/those assisting producers.  Audience is specifically those assisting producers.  Plans to partner with e-Extension and offer a national seminar series via web cast. 

Mark Brush’s project will produce environmental radio stories for entire country w/focus on Great Lakes. Sustained, in-dept environmental news stories will be featured. 

Sam Dennis has a new NF project to provide coordination of 1890’s Institution water efforts. Goal is to establish a framework for the 1890’s that will enable more effective coordination and implementation of water education, research and outreach. Will work with the 1862 and 1994 LGUs and will also offer a mini-grant program. Thus far, ten of the 1890’s are on board. 

Linda Green introduced all of the NF projects and led an open discussion on how to improve impact and linkage of NF projects.  It was requested that all NF projects alert regional and state Coordinators when they are working within their region. NF’s invited to get on regional websites and see what projects are active that they should connect with. NF projects encouraged to contact State WQ coordinators, tribes and tribal colleges, and 1890’s.  Tom Simpson pointed out that the National web site has links for all NF projects. 

Bob Mahler will survey WQ coordinators during the meeting.  The results need to be reviewed at the April meeting and should be considered in planning next year’s Annual program. 
Tom Simpson reported on the reorganization of partnership committee. It will be a 7 member sub committee that includes 2 CSL, 3 liaisons (rotating) including Chair of liaisons, and 2 at-large members selected from the state WQ coordinators, NF projects, etc. Current membership includes Tom Simpson, Jerry Miller, Rebecca Power, Roy Jeffery, and Fred Moore. The committee is charged with networking with federal agencies and others at the national level to expand multi-regional or national level partnerships. Tom wants the committee to move to a more proactive or strategic approach in defining tasks.  He plans to conduct an inventory of all projects or programs within regions that have potential for multi-region or national level projects. Tom will send a request to Regional Coordinators for project titles, 2 lines of details, contact list only.  The Partnership committee and liaisons need to define the needs of our partners outside of the LGU network. 
Rebecca Power presented a new document that provides a national overview of 6 topic areas. Additionally, she passed out an operational document for the liaison team.  The Liaison team requests time for an in-depth discussion w/CSL at an upcoming meeting.  It was suggested that the Liaisons should contact the EDEN network as a potential linkage.
Mike O’Neill announced that the rfa’s for 406 & CEAP are out. Proposals for both programs will be due April 11th. The Ext Ed projects were added back to the 406 program. 

CSREES co-sponsoring Water Reuse in Agriculture conference October 06 in California. 

CSL Lunch- Tuesday 2/7/06

· Need to debrief conference successes and challenges with Greg, preferably on next conf call or at the April meeting. Agenda, logistics, etc. 

· Need to consider role, duties, and requisite skills of State Water Quality Coordinators – perhaps get something in writing for Coordinators to reflect upon.  May provide logical training needs.
· Question from Dan Kugler about EPA involvement in Conference and 406 program – Dan expressed concern about EPA presence and asked if there is anything at Agency level that USDA needs to do to improve EPA relationships?

· Continue message that LGU’s are best place for EPA to get science, education and outreach. 

· Dan needs more info on how 406 and EPA are coordinating. Let Dan know if there is something he can do with EPA in this regard.
· NRCS partnership efforts working well at State level in spite of limited response at National level.  Approximately 30% of NRCS staff at National Headquarters reportedly have recently retired. New title contemplated in next Farm Bill- Market Based Environmental Stewardship. 

· Pete Nowak commented on the tremendous potential in Human Dimensions area, particularly in regard to demonstrating impacts and solving real problems. 

· EPA has open rfa for a Tribal Water Council to help w/training, science, etc. Focused initially on water quality standards, but expected to expand. Virgil Dupuis plans to submit.
Wednesday Breakfast Meeting 2/8/06
Spring CSL Meeting will be held April 6-7 in DC, hold 8am-5pm-both days.

Agenda items include: Presentation to CSREES Exec Team, meet w/Colien Hefferan, NRI leadership, Elaine Andrews for ½ hr, one new NF project via web cast.
Summer meeting in Park City, UT July 26-28. Start Wed 12 noon to Fri 4pm. Liaisons will attend.
Fall meeting scheduled for Oct 10-11 in Kansas City in conjunction with the CEAP meeting.  We will ask key partners to meet with us the afternoon of Oct 10.  Jerry M. will follow up on hotel.
Hotel for CEAP conference: Westin Crown Center Hotel, Kansas City, Missouri

Website for CEAP conference (also linked on calendar of usawaterquality.org): http://www.swcs.org/en/swcs_international_conferences/managing_agricultural_landscapes/

Reiterated commitment to bring NF project leaders to CSL meetings as appropriate to help guide projects and provide support.  Elaine Andrews will be asked to provide a 30 min debrief on her completed project that focuses on lessons learned. We will ask Rick Koelsch or Ron Turco to meet us via web conferencing at an upcoming meeting.

Mike expressed concern about travel costs in Regional budgets. Asked for project continuations to be submitted to CSREES by June 1 at latest. Provide information identified immediately below.  Submitting earlier than June 1 (e.g. May 1 was discussed) will allow Mike and Lisa to begin award process sooner.
Continuations –FY 2006

Information to submit in your continuation:

1. Summary of accomplishments from the previous fiscal year (September 15, 2005 – present). 
2. Objectives for fiscal year 2006 activities.  Describe progress toward establishing a regional advisory board.
3. Budgets for fiscal year 2006 (September 15, 2006 – September 14, 2007). 
· Assume that budgets (amounts) for the current year will be 1% less than last year (due to recision).

· Budget pages (CSREES Form 2004) should be SIGNED by authorized organizational representatives including subcontract budgets.

4. Budget justifications 
5. Updated Current and Pending Support forms (CSREES Form 2005) for key personnel.  This will be required by our Awards Management Office during their review of your application. 
6. CSREES Cover page (CSREES Form 2002).  Please check the box for “continuing increment” in the Proposal Type cell and record the CSREES prior award #.  Enter “110.B Regional Water Quality Coordination Projects” in the Program Code box. 
If you have a new key person (co-PD, senior associate, or other key professional) on your project or if there has been a major change to any key person on your project, you will need to submit the appropriate brief (2 page) vitae.  Otherwise, you do not need to resubmit the vitae.
NASULGC conference planned for SLC is uncertain pending Deans and Director’s approval. An opportunity and interest has been expressed in a 2nd day meeting for all western AES water research and coordinating committees.  Milwaukee conference deemed a success on several levels.
Upcoming Conference calls:

March 6, 2006 at 2pm ET - deal with who meet w/in DC, liaison issues, conf debrief, etc.

May 1, 2006 at 2pm ET

June 5, 2006 at 2pm ET

Submitted by Reagan M. Waskom

