CSL Minutes

April 6-7, 2006
USDA-CSREES Waterfront Center
Meeting was called to order at 8:00a.m. on April 6 by CSL Co-Chair Bob Mahler.
CSL members in attendance: Art Gold (I), Chris Obropta (II), Tom Simpson (III), Greg Jennings (IV), Robin Shepard (V), Mark McFarland (VI), Gerald Miller (VII), Reagan Waskom (VIII), Kitt Farrell-Poe (IX), Bob Mahler (X), Lisa Duriancik (USDA-CSREES), Mike O’Neill (USDA-CSREES).

CSL members absent:  Virgil Dupuis (1994’s) and Cassel Gardner (1890’s).
CSL Presentation to CSREES Executive Council

Bob Mahler provided an overview of the National Water Program to the CSREES Executive Council.  A good dialog with the Deputy Administrators ensued.
CSL Meeting with Colien Hefferan

Administrator Hefferan reaffirmed support for the Water Program and explained OMB concerns about program duplication, as well as the tradition of cutting small programs from the budget.  She indicated that the program would remain operationally the same under the NRI. A question was raised about indirect cost rates.  The proposed President's budget currently allows for full federal indirect cost recovery; this would apply to all CSREES competitive programs, including both 406 and NRI.  Pros and cons of this realignment were discussed.  The Administrator and CSL discussed their mutual interest in growing the National Water Program.
Region 4 and 5 updates

Greg Jennings reported on work in the Southern Region on nutrients, rural environmental protection, and watershed management.  He highlighted their successful Watershed Academy.  Greg also mentioned that low impact development is a big issue that touches most of the regions.  The Southern Region has significant effort in LID.

Robin Shepard briefed the CSL on the upcoming May 2 North Central ANR Leaders and Water Quality Coordinators meeting.  Robin discussed social science connections to water quality and mentioned that EPA is providing funding for social indicators impact evaluation.  A wild rice conference will be held the first week of August in conjunction with tribes near the Duluth area.

IPM national conference
Art Gold reported on his experience at the national IPM conference. The conference was based upon symposia and workshops with all invited speakers.  IPM leadership indicated a desire to work with the National Integrated Water Program specifically on the urban pest and pesticide issues.  Art suggested that we have a dedicated session at the next national conference that will focus on IPM and water quality to explore opportunities for collaboration.  Jerry Miller mentioned that the Region 7 nutrient and pest management team is currently focused on pesticide management.  Art recommended that all regional projects make contact with the regional IPM leaders prior to February 07 national conference with a goal of communicating and connecting, not duplicating efforts.
Partnership Committee
Tom Simpson distributed the new mid-Atlantic nutrient Management handbook.  Tom will provide a one paragraph description for Mike O'Neill to use on the CSREES web site.

Tom discussed the June 1 Ag Sector contact meeting in Annapolis, Maryland.  Tom is unable to attend, thus Bob Mahler will represent our program on their agenda that afternoon.  Tom Simpson will have three or four of his regional team at the meeting.

Tom reported on his preliminary conversations with the Scotts Fertilizer company and their desire to introduce low P fertilizers.  They would like to work with the regional programs to provide turfgrass fertilization BMPs. Tom will invite representatives from Scott's to meet with us this fall in Kansas City.

Liaison Committee

The Catalyst Report prepared by the liaison group has been posted to the Web.  After discussion it was determined that all reports and documents that promote or represent the national program must go through CSREES and the CSL for approval prior to publication.  
The EPA partnership report was discussed and it was determined that Bob Mahler will develop a first draft of a two-page fact sheet and send out to the CSL for review.  Bob will follow up with the liaisons to provide feedback and get their input on the two-page document.

National Facilitation Project Presentation and Discussion

Elaine Andrews described her work in understanding best education practices for specific target audiences.  Her report included results from a 2004 symposium and a comprehensive meta-analysis. It was suggested that the CSL needs to continue thinking about how to get the BEP's out to the water quality network.  It was recommended that a brief fact sheet targeted at the water quality network and our partners might help in this adoption.
Transition to eGrants

Lisa Durancik described the transition to electronic grants in FY 07 (beginning on October 1, 2006).  There will be 2 major changes in FY 2007. 1) There will be new forms required for all new grant applications next year.  These forms are called the SF-424 Research and Related (R&R) forms package including some new CSREES-specific forms. 2)  In addition, applicants will have the option to submit electronically using www.grants.gov.  This process has many subtleties and will require PI's to follow instructions very carefully.
Beginning in September of 06 (with their FY 2007 RFA) the NRI will require electronic submission.  Therefore, they will not accept paper applications or applications containing our old forms.  A decision has not yet been made as to whether the 406 Water Quality Program will require electronic submission.  Web resources are being developed including a listing of which programs will require electronic submission, which is likely to change over time. Lisa will share this URL with the group upon release. 
Year 3 Regional Project Continuations
The 406 review panel will meet in mid-June this year and thus it is a good idea to get regional renewals into USDA by mid-May to facilitate early processing.  This year’s continuation proposals should be submitted using the existing CSREES forms on paper as in the past.
National Brochure
Mark McFarland showed the new draft national brochure and asked for input from the CSL.  Please review the document and returned comments to him.  It was agreed that the program will be identified as the “National Water Program” on the brochure.
Water Quality Coordinators Survey Results 

Bob Mahler led a discussion on the results of the water quality coordinators survey that was conducted in San Antonio.  A good response was achieved overall, except for 1890 institutions.  Results were generally very positive.  The survey provided good input to be considered and will be posted on the national web site.
National Water Quality Conference
Greg Jennings discussed the need to provide more value and recognition for the water quality coordinators at the national conference.  A reception or luncheon specifically for the state coordinators was discussed. Reagan Waskom, Bob Mahler and Lisa Durancik will organize the Water Coordinators session Monday 10am-1pm (box lunch provided for 100).  On the conference registration form, a box will be added to indicate "Institution Water Coordinator.”
An awards subcommittee for the national conference will be formed.  Robin has volunteered to lead this effort - please let Robin know if you are willing to serve on the award subcommittee.
Greg indicated that a poster session will be held on Tuesday at the conference with a buffet lunch.  There will be room for only 120 posters total so the regional posters will be placed in a separate area.  Art suggested there may be some value in staffing this area with a member from the CSL.

On Monday afternoon three symposia will be held.  Symposia and workshops topics that were discussed for the conference included:

IPM - Art Gold

Pesticides - Bob Mahler

Water Reuse in Agriculture - Mike O'Neill

Emerging Contaminants - ?
Arsenic - Kitt Farrell-Poe

Ecosystem Restoration - Greg Jennings

Animal Waste - Mark Risse & Rick Koelsh

Drainage - Jane Frankenberger 
Biosolids – Tom Simpson

Greg indicated the need to have more oral papers and fewer posters this year.  It was also suggested that each Region consider sponsoring a workshop that highlights regional and state efforts that are successful.  Please discuss this with your regional team and be ready to provide feedback on the next CSL conference call.  These would be two hour blocks on subjects that would have interest beyond a single region.

General session speakers discussed included John Ort, Elbert Dickey, Gail Buchanan and Ted Turner.  Mike O'Neill will invite Elbert Dickey and Ted Turner.

Reagan Waskom will invite the National Facilitation Project Leaders to meet with their project teams from 9-10am on Monday and to propose symposia or workshops to be conducted throughout the Monday-Wednesday conference.
CSL Summer meeting in Park City, Utah

The CSL will meet in Park City, UT from 1:00pm on Wednesday, July 26 and end on Friday, July 28 at noon.  Please schedule your travel so that you are present for the entire meeting.  Plan to fly to Salt Lake City and get a rent car or shuttle to Park City.  A block of hotel rooms has been reserved in the Sundial Lodge at the Canyons Resort.  The Canyons Resorts is located approximately 2 miles from Park City, UT and has a shuttle service to downtown. 
Our block of rooms has been reserved under the title of “Region 8 / Committee for Shared Leadership”.  The Reservation ID number for this block of rooms is: 2594XE.  To reserve a room, you may identify either the title of the meeting or the reservation ID number.  Please make your hotel reservations by April 24, 2006.  To make a reservation, please use the contact information below:

The Canyons Resort (888) 226-9667; 4000 Canyons Resort Drive, Park City, UT 84098 www.thecanyons.com
CSL Fall meeting in Kansas City
The fall 2006 CSL meeting will begin at 1pm on Monday October 9 and go into the evening.  We will meet all day on the 10th until 6pm.  The meeting will be held at the Westin Crown Central Hotel in downtown Kansas City.  Mike will invite Sam Dennis to attend and provide an update on the 1890 National Facilitation project.  Rick Koelsh will also be invited to meet with us and provide a briefing.
Other Business
Dan Kugler briefly discussed the eExtension report and the progress made in this area.

Joanne Throwe of the environmental finance Center at the University of Maryland discuss the Institute of Government services and potential financing to help local governments solve environmental problems.  She will be serving as an IPA with CSREES one day per week.
The Utah NASULGC water conference has been cancelled due to budget concerns.

Calendar Items
CSL meetings:
Summer 06 – July 26 –28, 2006 in Park City

Fall 06– October 9-10 in Kansas City
2007 NIWQP Conference –  Jan 28 - Feb 1, 2007  in Savannah, GA

CSL Conference calls:

May 1 at 2-3:30 pm Eastern Time
June 5 at 2-3:30 pm Eastern Time

July 3 at 2-3:30 pm Eastern Time

Aug 7 at 2-3:30 pm Eastern Time

Other:

Agricultural Air Quality Conference (funded by CSREES, organized by ESA) – Potomac, MD June 5-8, 2006

Water Reuse Conference - October 29-31, 2006, Santa Rosa, CA
The CSL Meeting was adjourned at 2:30pm on April 7, 2006.

Minutes submitted by Reagan M. Waskom
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