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Attendees: 

Jeff Potent (R2) – (212) 637-3857

Jake Vandevort (R3) – (301) 405-5849

Rebecca Power (R5) – (608) 263-3425

Fred Moore (R6) – (214) 665-6610

Susan Brown (R7) – (828) 883-2340

Lloyd Walker (R8) – (970) 491-6172

Christine French (R9) – (951) 827-4327

Jan Seago (R10) – (206) 553-0038
Robin Shepard (R5) – (608) 262-1748

Agenda items:

406 update 

EPA Success stories - next steps 

Building a National Network of Excellence - next steps, select subcommittee, timeline for SLT-06-02 or SLT-07-01 

Select planning team for Park City, UT summer meeting facilitated discussion 

Next conference call date
Action Items: 

Convene individual subcommittees to begin planning and accomplishing tasks.  

Inventory of Section 406 projects and sub-contracted projects; title and brief one sentence description (On USA WQ website). Rebecca expressed concern that the group would not be able to meet Tom’s timeline, and asked Jake to explore a later date with Tom.  Jake agreed to talk to Tom and get back to the group.

406 Update (Robin Shepard)
During the 2006 USDA/CSREES National Water Conference, the President’s budget was released with Section 406 lined out and rolled into the NRI.  Since then, as a result of the efforts of many, considerable progress has been made to maintain Section 406 as it has been in terms of the budget.  The CSL feels that the National Program is in much better shape than it was this time last year.  The House budget is scheduled to come out next month with the Senate’s to follow in late May/early June.  The final is not expected until September.  Robin reiterated the need to continue reminding folks about the Program’s impact especially as a 10 regional composition.  Between now and August, the CSL plans to supply a shot of impact every 4-6 weeks.  Will try to maintain the fabric of a national program not just that of individual regions.  

EPA Success Stories – next steps

‘Thank you’ from CSL on the submissions.  They requested a two-four page document (paired-down version) that includes EPA success stories directed at Colien Heffernan and CSREES Executive Committee.  Solicited participation from the SLT to re-craft the submitted stories.  Volunteers include Rebecca Power, Jeff Potent, Jan Seago, and Jake Vandevort.  The group was asked to submit a final draft to the CSL by COB March 27.  The content of the document should include the six functions that these regions have utilized to allow the national network to function; highlight those regions that have documented these functions.

Building a National Network of Excellence – next steps, select subcommittee, timeline

In an effort to build on the success of the initial Liaison document the SLT discussed the development of subsequent editions.  It was determined that the sub-committee will, in the near future, strategize and identify the audience and craft around that entity, and schedule a draft and completion timeline. Lloyd Walker, Christine French, Jan Seago, Jake Vandevort, and Fred Moore volunteered for the committee.  Rebecca will review drafts. 

Select planning team for Park City, UT summer meeting

Rebecca identified the need for an additional subcommittee to develop the format for facilitated discussions on how Regional Programs engage internal and external partners and how the Programs measure success (outcomes/impacts, program logic models).  The in-depth discussion is to occur in Park City, UT during the July ’06 meeting.  Volunteers included Susan Brown, Rebecca Power, and Lloyd Walker (local arrangements).  Lloyd will provide information as it becomes available from Region 8, and will start the planning process.

Future conference call (2:30 – 4:30 EST) & meeting dates:

Call:

May 18

In-Person Meetings:

Park City, UT: 
Wednesday, July 26-28th, in concert with the CSL
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