CSL Minutes

September 29-30, 2005

USDA-CSREES Waterfront Centre
Meeting was called to order at 8:30a.m. by CSL Co-Chair Bob Mahler.
CSL members in attendance: Art Gold (I), Chris Obropta (II), Tom Simpson (III), Greg Jennings (IV), Robin Shepard (V), Mark McFarland (VI) via conference call on 9/30, Gerald Miller (VII), Reagan Waskom (VIII), Kitt Farrell-Poe (IX), Bob Mahler (X), Virgil Dupuis (1994’s), Lisa Duriancik (USDA-CSREES), Mike O’Neill (USDA-CSREES).

CSL member on other assignment: Cassel Gardner (1890’s),
Guests present: Dr. Jim Dobrowolski (USDA-CSREES/WSU), Dr. Elbert Dickey (U of Nebraska), Dick Hegg (USDA-CSREES), Dr. Dan Kugler (USDA-CSREES), Ralph Otto (USDA-CSREES), Mike Fitzner (USDA-CSREES), Jim Van Kirk (UNC).
Water Security 
 Dr. Jim Dobrowolski reviewed changes to the latest draft of the CSREES White Paper on Ag Water Security and received comments on content and wording from the CSL.  Jim pointed out that much of the content from earlier versions was removed and readers will be directed to the Ag Water Security Listening Session Report for details.  CSL discussed a formal response to the white paper that will focus on the need for true integration of research, education and outreach to develop a national program that is accountable and has measurable impact.  Reagan will work with Kitt and Bob Mahler to produce the third draft for review by the CSL.
07 Farm Bill and Integrated Programs
A strategy for developing a proposal to include integrated programs under the research title of the 07 Farm Bill was discussed by the Regional PIs.  Robin Shepard will lead a working committee including Gerald Miller, Art Gold, Tom Simpson and Reagan Waskom.  Robin proposes a two page working document that will be forwarded to the Deans and Directors for use in SCOP, ECOP, ACOP and CARET discussions.  Page one will focus on how integrated programs can help solve current problems and the second page will be used to highlight past successes and to provide details on the future potential of integrated water, IPM, food safety and other programs.  First draft of the document will be prepared in October for review and discussion by CSL.  Final version will be ready for January 17 NASULGC Water Seminar.
406 funded IPM Centers

Mike Fitzner and Ralph Otto of CSREES joined Jim Van Kirk of the Southern Region IPM Center to discuss partnership opportunities with the Water Quality program.  The structure of the two programs was discussed and determined to be very different, particularly as IPM still receives 3D funding and has several other funding sources.  Regional IPM centers each receive approximately $1 million per year with about half going to competitive grants within their respective regions (not necessarily to each state within a region).  IPM Center Directors would like to be informed about water quality issues that have pest management components.  Discussion ensued about convening a meeting of USDA Centers and regional-based programs to evaluate successful strategies for integrated programs.  Ralph Otto suggested bringing selected regional Centers/programs together (IPM, Water, Rural Development, SARE, Aquaculture) to identify one or two issues to attack that would take advantage of the competitive strengths and provide a compelling story.  Ralph indicated there may be funds available to help defray costs of such a meeting.  Mike Fitzner suggested a joint project might include an evaluation program of some kind.  Roy Jeffrey will represent the NIWQP at the IPM Center meeting next week.
2005 NRI and 406 awards/program updates
Awards for NRI water and Integrated 406 Water are now finalized.  Three new National Facilitation projects were funded, with one continuation.  Six Integrated projects and ten Regional capacity building grants were funded.  Four new CEAP (http://www.csrees.usda.gov/newsroom/news/csrees_news/05news/ceap.html) and 14 NRI projects were funded.  A press release for both 406 NIWQP and NRI Water projects will be released soon. All unsuccessful projects have been notified and provided with panel comments.  The next 406 RFA should be released in December.  CSREES is considering adding the Extension Education section back in the RFA, perhaps calling for smaller projects. Mary Ann Rozum will serve as the NRI Water Program Leader in 2006, while Mike O’Neill will resume responsibility for the CEAP program.  Lisa Duriancik will continue to work on the 406 Integrated and CEAP programs. The NRI RFA was released on Oct. 17th and can be found on the CSREES website under Funding Opportunities. CSREES anticipates that the RFA for the 406 NIWQP will be published in Dec. 2005 and the 406 CEAP RFA will be published in Jan. 2006. 
Regional Project Reviews

Mike O’Neill and Lisa Duriancik will conduct reviews of all Regional projects over the next three years.  At least 3 regional project reviews will have to be scheduled per year to accomplish this. Reagan volunteered to have his region reviewed in conjunction with the CSL Summer Meeting held in his region this coming year. Review teams will include one peer from the NIWQP and one outside peer reviewer.  CSL discussed several options for review templates and it was determined that this review template should be reconciled to the extent possible with the final reporting tool for first round of Regional projects.  Directors will be invited to attend the reviews.
Regional Reports
A template for unifying reporting and evaluation instruments was discussed by Robin Shepard. Robin, Lisa and Mike will convene via conference call to work on a template that will be forwarded to Regional PIs for review and comment. Final reports are due by December 14, 2005, so the reporting template should be finalized by early November.  More details from Mike and Lisa will follow by early Nov.
NRCS Partnership Efforts
Mark McFarland reported on discussions with Craig Derickson of NRCS about potential joint efforts on 1) Enhancing Nutrient Management Recommendation Consistency, 2) Preemptive education for CSP and EQIP eligible producers, and 3) Program Coordination and Assessment.  After much discussion on possible mechanisms to achieve these partnerships, it was determined to move forward on items 1 and 2 above.  Mark will poll the leadership of several of the standing multi-state Information Exchange Groups to determine how much funding it would take to synthesize the current status of regionalization of fertility recommendations and determine needs and barriers to achieving more uniformity across state lines.  Mark will also ask these individuals to estimate funding needs to actually achieve regionalization.  A subcommittee including Mark McFarland, Tom Simpson and Deanna Osmond was formed to meet with NRCS within 60 days to achieve some progress on moving this discussion further towards action status.
National Water Quality Conference
Greg Jennings asked Regional PI’s to promote conference abstract deadline.  All Regions will submit a poster presentation and an abstract on regional integration efforts.  National Facilitation projects will also be requested to submit poster abstracts, in addition to other papers or sessions they are involved in.  National Facilitation Projects have time blocked on Monday from 10:30am to 12:00noon to meet – they need to confirm space needs with Greg Jennings.
CSL is scheduled to meet during the National Conference on Monday morning at 7:00am and during lunch on Tuesday.  General session invitees will include Colien Hefferan (invited), Elbert Dickey, Dan Kugler, and Deborah Sheely.  The Deputy Under Secretary of the Research, Education, and Economics (REE) Mission Area of USDA, Dr. Merle Pierson, was interested in the conference and in learning more about the NIWQP.  He has been invited to speak during the general session.
Track coordinators will receive abstracts lists organized by suggested sessions from Greg during October.  Coordinators are responsible for lining up session moderators and for attending sessions to make sure the tracks function well.  It was suggested that the session moderators be selected include many of our younger or more junior colleagues, to give them a chance for more visibility.  Track coordinators should pay particular attention to talks that may address one of the symposia topics.  As much as is possible, oral presentations addressing a symposia topic should be grouped together.  Coordinate with symposia chairs on this task.  Posters addressing symposia topics can also be grouped.  As well, CEAP talks (from the 4 funded FY 04 CEAP projects) and posters (four FY 05 CEAP projects) and any closely related talks/posters can be grouped together to highlight ongoing work addressing that RFA/topic.  Lisa and Mike can work with track coordinators in organizing sessions.
Invited symposium speakers will not be required to pay the conference registration fee, but are asked to submit a registration form with indication in the “Other” box that they are invited symposium speakers.  No scholarships will be offered this year, nor will there be a one-day or student registration rate.  Please handle these requests directly rather than forwarding to Greg or CSREES.  Kitt will pursue quotes for luggage tags, pens, portfolio notebooks and sticky notes as conference give away items.
The 2007 National Water Quality Conference will be held at the Marriot Rivercenter in Savannah, Georgia, February 6-10, 2007. 
Tribal College Integration
Virgil Dupuis reported on the Tribal College effort and indicated that his new Co-PI on the National Facilitation project is Mike Collins from the United Tribes Technical College.  1990 Institutions involved include: Salish Kootenai College, Haskell Indian Nations University; Northwest Indian College; Fond du Lac Tribal and Community College; Sitting Bull College; College of Menominee Nation; Chief Dull Knife College; Fort Belknap Community College; Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwa Community College, United Tribes Technical College. They will have a Tribal College Water Quality Summit in Polson, MT on October 17-19, 2005 to focus on educating the network, identifying goals, and forming work groups to begin achieving objectives. 
NASLGC Water Seminars
Robin Shepard reported on progress made on the seminar series.  For the January 17 seminar in Milwaukee, the North Central region state water quality coordinators will be invited to prepare posters highlighting integrated efforts in their states and the ten Regions will be asked to submit posters as well.  Robin is investigating having a one day follow up meeting in Milwaukee with NC state water quality coordinators to encourage their attendance at the seminar. The Salt Lake City meeting is tentatively scheduled for Aug. 7, 2006.
National 406 Website
Art Gold reported that the website team is working to promote integrated success stories on the national website.  Also, the team will commence building out the nutrient and pesticide management theme area.  Suggestions were given for contacts within the ten regions to help Art identify content material, programs and success stories.  This effort is anticipated to help bring forward pesticide related water quality issues that may be relevant to the IPM coordinators. Kelly Addy has begun contacting the potential content development experts for these pages.  
Regional Advisory Boards

The need to develop advisory councils for the regional projects was discussed and validated.  It was suggested that this could involve an annual meeting with a group that might include WRI Directors, State WQ Agency personnel, County Extension, Dept. of Agriculture, ANR Directors, NRCS, SARE, EPA and other interested partners that could help steer the programs and provide support for 406. 
Calendar Items
CSL meetings:
Spring 06 – April 5-7, 2006 in DC

Summer 06 – July 26 –28, 2006 in Park City

Fall 06– October 10-11 in DC

Conference calls:

Nov 7, 2005 at 2pm ET

Dec. 5, 2005 at 2pm ET

Jan. 9, 2006 at 2pm ET

Other:

Tribal WQ Summit – Polson, MT, Oct 17-19, 2005
Heartland Regional Conference for Extension Educators – Oct. 26-28, 2005

2007 NIWQP Conference – Feb. 6-10, 2007 in Savannah, GA

NASULGC Water Seminar – Milwaukee, WI, Jan 17, 2006

Agricultural Air Quality Conference (funded by CSREES, organized by ESA)– Potomac, MD June 5-8, 2006

NASULGC Water Seminar – Salt Lake City, UT, Aug. 7, 2006

The CSL Meeting was adjourned at 2:30pm on Sept. 30, 2005.

Submitted by Reagan M. Waskom
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