CSL Conference Call Minutes

November 7, 2005

The Conference call was convened at 2:00pm EST by CSL Co-Chair Bob Mahler.
CSL members in attendance: Art Gold (I), Chris Obropta (II), Greg Jennings (IV), Robin Shepard (V), Mark McFarland (VI), Gerald Miller (VII), Reagan Waskom (VIII), Kitt Farrell-Poe (IX), Bob Mahler (X), Lisa Duriancik (USDA-CSREES), Mike O’Neill (USDA-CSREES).
National Water Quality Conference
Greg Jennings asked Regional PI’s to call for poster papers within their regions as there is still room for more posters.  All Regions and the 1890’s and 1994 projects are asked to submit a poster presentation and an abstract on regional integration efforts.  Please let Greg know of any scheduling needs or changes as soon as possible.

The 2007 National Water Quality Conference will be held at the Marriot Rivercenter in Savannah, Georgia, February 6-10, 2007. 

Regional Reports
The template for unifying reporting and evaluation instruments was discussed with the CSL by Mike O’Neill and Robin Shepard. Comments and suggestions were made and the final template is now available for Regional reports. Final CRIS reports are due by December 14, 2005.  Mike requests that the more detailed impact report follow the format of the template and be 7-10 pages in length.  He will give Regional Projects an additional 30 days, if needed, for the long report

2005 NRI and 406 awards
Awards for NRI water and Integrated 406 Water were announced via USDA press release on November 7.  

Water Security White Paper
CSREES released the Water Security White Paper for comment this week.  Mike encouraged CSL to distribute to interested colleagues.  CSL response letter was submitted to CSREES Executive team by Bob Mahler, indicating CSL support for the program and our desire to cooperate on the implementation and integration aspects.

NASULGC Water Quality Seminar

Robin Shepard reported on progress made on the seminar series.  Senator Kohl is confirmed as the keynote for the January 17 seminar in Milwaukee.  The North Central Region State Water Quality Coordinators will be invited to prepare posters highlighting integrated efforts in their states and the ten Regions are requested to submit posters as well.  Mark McFarland will submit the National Poster for the 406 program.   Robin would like to have the posters before January 1. There will be 75 open seats available for those wishing to attend and willing to pay the registration fee.  CSL members and interested State Water Quality Coordinators are encouraged to attend.

NRCS Partnership Efforts

Mark McFarland reported discussions with soil fertility specialists and has found some interest in moving forward via seed grants on regional assessments of nutrient management recommendations.  Mark has had no contact with Craig Derickson of NRCS recently, but will follow up to determine their interest in moving the partnership forward.  Mike is pursuing these conversations at the national level.
National Impact Reports

Diane B. is still waiting for Impact Reports for Regions 3, 7, and 10. Please send ASAP.

07 Farm Bill and Integrated Programs
Robin Shepard will be in DC next week to meet with NASULGC, CSREES and others.  He is working on the two page document that will be forwarded to the Deans and Directors for use in SCOP, ECOP, ACOP and CARET discussions.  Page one will focus on how integrated programs can help solve current problems and the second page will be used to highlight past successes and to provide details on the future potential of integrated water, IPM, food safety and other programs.  Final version still planned to be ready for January 17 NASULGC Water Seminar.
Other Business
Robin Shepard is updating the website for national reporting.  He will send out the url and password to the CSL so that individuals can register and track reports.  You will need to enter your email address and pick a password to get started.
Calendar Items
CSL meetings:
Spring 06 – April 5-7, 2006 in DC

Summer 06 – July 26 –28, 2006 in Park City

Fall 06– October 10-11 in DC

Upcoming Conference calls:

Dec. 5, 2005 at 2pm ET

Jan. 9, 2006 at 2pm ET

Other:

2007 NIWQP Conference – Feb. 6-10, 2007 in Savannah, GA

NASULGC Water Seminar – Milwaukee, WI, Jan 17, 2006

Agricultural Air Quality Conference (funded by CSREES, organized by ESA)– Potomac, MD June 5-8, 2006

NASULGC Water Seminar – Salt Lake City, UT, Aug. 7, 2006

The CSL Conference Call was adjourned at 4:45pm EST.
Submitted by Reagan M. Waskom
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