CSL CONFERENCE CALL

Monday June 6, 2005

Conference was called to order by Dr. Art Gold at 3:31 p.m. Eastern Time.

CSL members present: Art Gold (I), Tom Simpson (III), Robin Shepard (V), Mark McFarland (VI), Jerry Miller (VII), Reagan Waskom (VIII), Kitt Farrel-Poe (IX), Bob Mahler (X), Virgil Dupuis (1994), Mike O’Neill (CSREES), Lisa Durianchik (CSREES).

CSL members absent: Jeffrey Potent (II), Greg Jennings (IV), Cass Gardner (1890).

Future of 406 NIWQP

The last mark-up of the House CSREES budget places the 406 program in with the NRI. The combined budgets of the two programs fall $7,631,000 short of last year’s appropriation. This mark-up is much better than the last version which was $21,000,000 short.

The BAC continues to oppose the movement of the 406 program into NRI. The Senate should start marking up the budget in the next few weeks.

Thanks to the CSL, deans and directors we have made a lot of progress on the budget. Six months ago we were not even on the radar screens of our deans. Today, we have their support and probably saved our program. But much more work needs to be done to bring a fully-funded budget home. The CSL does not support the movement of 406 into the NRI program.

eExtension Grants

There was discussion about submitting planning grant proposals to the new eExtension program. Planning grants of $10,000 are available, with the possibility of obtaining full-sized grants of up to $75,000. There was luke-warm interest from the group. It was suggested that the national facilitation projects might have an interest. The major problem with eExtension is the one size fits all mentality – we know that programs need to be at least regionally tailored.

National Water Quality Meeting

If you need rooms at the conference for special meetings please contact Greg ASAP!

We pursued the idea of obtaining money from CSREES for bringing a big name speaker or two to the national conference. Mike O’Neill expressed a couple ideas which he and Art will pursue.

Art said that we need some ideas for symposia speakers – preferably get a few big hitters from land grant institutions that have had NRI funding.

Summer CSL Meeting

Bob Mahler said things are progressing for the summer meeting. We will actually be meeting all day Tuesday July 26 and Wednesday July 27th. Thursday July 28th is an all-day field trip which includes a dinner cruise on the Columbia River. Plan to stay at the Skamania lodge Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday nights. If you haven’t reserved your room yet, please do so. The estimated registration fee for the summer meeting is $150.00. This fee includes the meeting rooms, lunches on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, and the dinner cruise on the Columbia River. The dinner cruise cost for a spouse who is not paying the registration fee is $71.00. Please let me know if you have a spouse interested in this so I can reserve the space.

Comments from Mike and Lisa

As of Monday only proposals from Regions I, III and IX had not been received by USDA. Mike will be working on the regional renewals after he is finished with the 406 panel this month.

With the 12 month no-cost extension taken into account the end of the first four-year regional projects will occur September 14, 2005. EACH REGION NEEDS TO WRITE A FINAL FOUR-YEAR REPORT. This final technical report should be 4 to 7 pages and summarize the major accomplishments of  the four-year projects.

For the four-year regional projects funded in FY04 the USDA language stated that we were awarded a four-year project – where just the first year of funding was given. Thus, we should not need no-cost extensions for FY04 dollars carried past September 14, 2005.

Mike mentioned that a CEAP PI meeting is projected for October 2006. SWCS will highlight CEAP at its annual meeting July 31 – August 3, 2005.

Nutrient Management Guidelines

Mark McFarland reported on his May 12, 2005 conference call with Craig Derickson, Deana Osmond, Dan Devlin and the NRCS technical centers in the East Central and West regions. They have drafted the following three tasks: (1) compile standard operating procedures of soil testing laboratories, (2) provide fertilizer recommendations for three appropriate crops, and (3) compare soil test recommendations for three scenarios in shared (crossing state boundaries) watersheds.

The timeline for the draft document is late June/early July. It appears that many of the hot topic issues are coming from 590 applications. Mark says we needs to use this as an opportunity to highlight the need for investments in soil fertility research – much of which is very old.

National Association of Counties (NACo)

Mike, Lisa and Tom indicated that NACo would like to have training on NEMO, septic systems, stormwater, source water assessment and GIS systems as they relate to water. They want more information about our activities. It seems that Chet (NEMO) and Kitt (septic systems) would have a natural link to NACo. Tom will follow-up will NACo and develop a plan.

Water Security

The white paper on water security is out. CSL needs to write a response to this document on how we can help address this newly important issue. Bob and Reagan along with Jerry Miller and Virgil will draft this response. The draft goes to CSREES with a copy to CSL at the July meeting for further refinement. Our final draft can go to CSREES in early August.

ANR Kansas City Meeting

We discussed the importance of developing an important role for both extension and research in the new Farm Bill. We need to work with Jack Payne at Utah State to ensure that there is a role for extension! Robin has had a follow-up conversation with Jack. Basically, the more Jack hears from us the more likely Extension will have a part of this plan.

We talked about the CSL drafting a paper on Extension’s role in the new Farm Bill. This possibly could become a CSL initiative. We need to talk about this on our July 11th conference call and take further action at our summer meeting.

The White House Conference on Cooperative Conservation

Currently, the following two projects have a chance for advancement: (1) Animal Manure Center [NC], and (2) former IFAST coordinating NR activities.

Next Conference Call

July 11, 2005; 3:30 – 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time

Robin Shepard adjourned the meeting at 4;58 p.m. Eastern Time. 

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Mahler, vice-chair CSL

