CSL MEETING

April 6-8, 2005

Washington DC

Attendance:

CSL members present: A. Gold (I), T. Simpson (III), G. Jennings (IV), R. Shepard (V), M. McFarland (VI), J. Miller (VII), R. Waskon (VIII), K. Farrell-Poe (IX), B. Mahler (X), M. O’Neill (CSREES), M. Rozum (CSREES). L. Duriancik (CSREES).

CSL members absent: J. Potent (II), C. Gardner (1890’s), V. Dupuis (1994’s)

Guests attending parts of meeting: Abigail J. Friedman (NACo), Sherry Teachout Glenn (NACO fellowship on loan from ISU), – Allison Wiedemann (EPA), Craig Derickerson (USDA-NRCS), Luke Forrest (NASULGC), Ferd Hoefner (Sustainable Agriculture Coalition), Dan Kugler (USDA-CSREES), Debby Sheely (USDA-CSREES), Eric Nordland (USDA-CSREES), Jim Dobrowolski (USDA-CSREES/WSU).

Regional Reports – Each regional PI was given time to talk about a couple items in each region:

Region I (Gold) – highlighted the Master Gardener (“CITIZEN SCIENTIST”) program in New England. They are planning a major conference with Master Gardeners being the major focus. This program called sustainable landscapes evolved from the Home*A*Syst system. This program also incorporates the results and momentum of two 406 extension projects. See handout for more details.

Region III (Simpson) – highlighted the CSP education program including the new publication (which other regions plan to plagerize). Talked about partnerships. Talked about his visits to administrators of all institutions involved in the Region III projects.

Region IV (Jennings) – highlighted the watershed-based resource assistance centers in his region. The next watershed academy is offered at Clemson University. See handout.

Region V (Shepard) – highlighted the Great Lakes Summit. Eighty people attended this summit. They came from LGU’s, NGO’s and EPA. This was a workshop that used the logic model as a planning tool. The summit was broken into subgroups and three ideas per theme (6 themes) were selected and developed.

Region VI (McFarland) – Mark highlighted efforts and accomplishments in three areas: agricultural pollution prevention, rural environmental protection, and watershed management. Mark highlighted nutrient management regulations, education and training in his region. See handout for additional information.

Region VII (Miller) – highlighted work being done by the following theme teams: Animal Manure Management, Nutrient and Pesticide Management, and Community Involvement in Watershed Management. The Heartland communications group has created an online database of CSREES-funded water quality projects. See handout for additional details.

Region VIII (Waskom) – highlighted the expertise of individual states in the region. Discussed the observation that region * really consists of two regions – Mountains and Dakotas. Regan highlighted the fact that the region places a special working emphasis with the 1994 colleges. A new special project about treatment of As in drinking water is being undertaken by the University of Wyoming.

Region IX (Farrell-Poe) – Kitt passed out the cartoon book on Septic System Installation. Both English and Spanish versions are available of this publication coming from a multi-state effort. Kitt also gave us a copy of the new nitrate hazard index tool available for use in the Southwest. Kitt also discussed how region 9 basically functions as two sub-regions – the Southwest and Hawaii and the Pacific Island entities.

Region X (Mahler) – highlighted the scheduled GROUNDWATER UNDER THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST conference which will be held in November 2005. This is an integrated research, extension, education and policy conference sponsored by the region. Bob presented an evaluation of PNWWATER UPDATES. Based on evaluations, it appears that these publication meet marketing needs for political officials in the region. These updates have made officials both more aware and more supportive of water programs. See handout for more details.

It was decided to set aside a 2-hour slot at all of our meetings (except for the annual national water quality meeting) for regional reports. Each PI will have 5 minutes to talk about a regional item – please make a one-page handout. 12 PI’s X 5 minutes = 1 hour. This will allow 5 minutes of questions/comments for each project.

National Association of Counties (NACo) – Abigail Friedman discussed the purpose and programs of NACo. 2,000 of the 3,000 counties in the USA belong to NACo. NACo provides technical assistance to counties and their employees. NACo has worked with NEMO in some areas. NACo has water programs. They are interested in the impacts of land use planning on water quality. The CSL made a commitment to provide names of members that will contact Abigail for further connections (NEMO, CSL, liaisons). Tom Simpson and Robin Shepard agreed to follow-up on this.

The final thought: Extension And NACo both serve local people – why can’t we work together in an effective manner to meet needs?

2006 National Water Quality Conference – Greg Jennings led a discussion on the proposed agenda for next year’s conference. The following items were resolved:

· Because the 1994 and 1890 CSL representatives could not make this planning meeting, Art will contact 1890 and 1994 representatives to make sure that they have adequate and appropriate input for the 2006 conference

· Regional meetings will not be accommodated during prime times on Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday. If a region wants a meeting they can have it Sunday before the official meeting starts.

· The conference will work to generate interactions within various “affinity groups” that are associated with the NIWQP – for example groups interested in volunteer monitoring or groups interested in the web or reporting or pathogens or assessment.  These interactions might occur within the scheduled 1 hour and 40 minute slots of the actual conference program.

· On Monday morning CSL will host a breakfast meeting from 7:00 – 9:00 am. We will invite the National Facilitation Projects to provide updates and to interact with us from 7:00-8:00 a.m.. We will invite the liaisons to meet with us from 8:00-9:00 a.m.

· On Monday morning we have set aside two hours from 9:30-11:30 a.m. to have a state coordinators meeting. Mahler will host the meeting. The agenda will be set by CSL this summer.

· We will have 4 symposia and one panel at this meeting. Two symposia will be scheduled concurrently. Tentatively, the panel will be on the topic of THE HUMAN DIMENSION. Robin Shepard will organize this panel.

· We have received the following four suggestions on symposia: drinking water (J. Hairston), pathogen network Ron Turco), water security (Jim Dobrowolski)  and  nitrogen (Art Gold/Lisa Duriancik). At this point these topics are suggestions. Art will solicit possible symposia topics from National Facilitation Project leaders and liaisons. After the input is collected the actual symposium topics will be selected.

· Whatever symposium topics are selected – it is important that the people organizing the event talk with appropriate regional/national committees and facilitation projects for input!

· In addition we expect that each symposium will highlight valuable and effective research, education and extension programs (from NRI, 406 and elsewhere) and also identify gaps that are preventing progress.

· The symposium hosts will be required to provide a three to five page summary of their symposia

· There is room for 100 oral papers. Four tracks are proposed. Some of the individual sessions might be specially identified with a particular program, topic or affinity group. Last years tracks might be useful for overall organization: rural environmental protection, agricultural BMPs, watershed assessment and restoration, and conservation and resource management.

· At the moment there is unlimited space for poster presentation. The poster will be up the entire length of the conference. It is Greg’s intention to have mixers in the same room as the displayed posters.

· Greg will set up the conference web site..

· Estimated registration costs will be about $25-50 higher than last year.

· If needed symposia speakers will be offered complimentary registration – up to a total of 15 to 20 for the entire program.
CSREES Publicity – Mike O’Neill said that he needs information for the CSREES web site. He is asking us (each region) to provide him with four highlights (SUCCESS STORIES) a year. This is what he needs for each highlight:

· A one sentence bullet to describe project in 12 words or less

· A two paragraph summary of the highlights of your success story

· A longer word file article (url to link with your web site) – he would prefer stories with no graphics – but he may have to delete them himself

Send these stories to both Mike and Lisa!!!

Summer CSL Meeting – Bob Mahler presented information on the CSL summer 2005 meeting. The meeting will be held on July 26, 27 and 28 at the Dolce Skamania Lodge in Stevenson, Washington (45 minutes east of Portland, Oregon). Rooms have been reserved on the 25, 26 and 27th at the government rate of $90.00 for a single ($141 for a double). There will be a registration fee to handle lunch and meeting room costs.

This is a meeting for both CSL members and liaisons. We will meet all day at the lodge on the 26th and 27th. CSL will meet separately from the liaisons – but there will be time for joint sessions during each day. Thursday (28th) will be a field trip. Field trip possibilities include: Hood River Valley, Yakima Valley, Mt. St. Helens, etc. More information will follow very soon.

EPA-CAFO Rule – Allison Wiedemann from EPA provided an update on the EPA-CAFO rule, court ruling interpretation and future direction. The CSL told Allison that each region has a focus on animal/nutrient education. She applauded us for regionalizing our programs to fit the EPA regional organization. She suggested that all producers should have a CNNP on record.  She encouraged us to get information on the CAFO rule out to the farming community – everyone recognized the challenges associated with the recent court cases and the fact that final aspects of the CAFO rules are still being worked out.
Update on regional CAFO trainings:


Completed:  

Regions 4, 5, 7


This week:

Region 6


Two weeks:

Region 8


June 2005

Region 3


September 2005
Regions 1 and 2 (combined)


November 2005
Region 10

FY05 NRI and 406 RFA– Mike O’Neill reported that 180 proposals were submitted to the water resources NRI program this year. Based on the $4.3 million available only about 9 projects will be funded. This is a success rate of only 5%. The panel headed by Dan Thomas at LSU will meet the first week of June.

This year 10 National Facilitation and one regional project proposal was received by the 406 program. About 60 projects were submitted; however, many of the integrated proposal submissions did not fit the two possible integrated funding areas – behavior change or restoration. Consequently, a significant portion of the integrated proposals were returned without a review to PI’s. It is expected that 6 or 7 integrated projects will be funded. Money has been set aside to fund the second year of regional projects pending successful progress in the first year of operations. The 406 panel will meet the last week of June.

CEAP and  NRI Update – Mary Ann Rozum reported that there is $5.3 million available for the FY06 NRI water resources program. The call for proposals from NRI should be out in September or October 2005.

This year 24 grant proposals were submitted to the CEAP program. The panel should meet in July and the awards made in August. 

Mary Ann has been assigned to the CCA program (Certified Crop Advisors). She announced that there is a new search tool available for CEAP type projects at the National Agricultural Library.

Nutrient Management Guidelines – Craig Derickerson from NRCS spoke to us about the development of a partnership to develop a national initiative on nutrient management guidelines. Craig said that $41,000,000 was spent on the CSP program in 2004 – for 1,900,000 acres of land. This acreage expands greatly in 2005 – 202 watershed eligible.

Craig would like to partner with us to improve the consistency of 590 standard across state lines. CSL expressed interest in this idea. We would work with the new NRCS agronomists in each of the three NRCS regional offices. To take this on we need to define our goals and then do something with definite deliverables in a 3 to 9 month time frame. An important part of this charge is: can we increase uniformity between states. Mark McFarland pointed out that a lot of the N and P recommendation data is very old – there is NO financial support at this time for additional field research.

Mark McFarland was appointed subcommittee chair (members Bob, Jerry, Mark) to evaluate the science, tools available and uniformity of recommendations. Mark will have a conference call in the not to distant future. It will be important to interact with NRCS regional agronomists and key nutrient recommendation scientists in the USA. Bob will line up key people in the West. Jerry and Mark will line up key people in the Central USA. Greg will take care of the Eastern Region.

Future Meetings -  The following future conference call and meeting dates were set:

Conference call:

Monday May 2, 2005 

3:30-5:00 eastern time

Conference call:

Monday, June 6, 2005

3:30 – 5:00 eastern time

Conference call:

Monday July 11, 2005
3:30-5:00 eastern time

Summer meeting:

July 26-28, Skamania, Washington

Fall meeting


September 29-30, Washington DC

Spring 2006 meeting:

April 5-6, Washington DC

NASULGC – Luke Forrest visited with us about water programs and the organization of NASULGC. He explained the organization of the Commission on Food, Environment and Renewable Resources. He specifically works with the Board on Natural Resources and the Board on Oceans and Atmosphere. He explained that the COPS are on the Board on Agriculture Assembly. Luke will work to get a CSL member put on the Board on Natural Resources. He has been instrumental in getting Art Gold on a task force that will try and integrate water programs across all boards and perhaps prepare a newer version of the NATIONAL WATER INITIATIVE. Luke and Reagan will contact and work close with NIWR.

CSP and Related Extension Needs – Ferd Hoefner representing the sustainable agriculture coalition talked about CSP and education needs. He covered wetlands, CSP and SARE. His long-term goals include a greens payment program. This may ultimately replace crop subsidies. WTO is after the USA to discontinue crop subsidies; however, payments for environmental services are allowed by WTO.

Ferd identified two possible Extension roles: Role one is educational assistance associated with the EQUIP program. His coalition tried to get educational money into the program; it was the last thing eliminated in the joint senate-house budget conference committee. In addition he sees us having a role with CSP – it is incredibly complicated. We could use some of the educational work done in Region 3 as a model. Ferd’s phone number is 202-547-5754. fhoefner@msawg.org.

Regional Projects Continuation Requirements – Regional coordination projects funded in fiscal year 2004 will need to submit materials for continuation – from September 15, 2005 – September 14, 2006. For continuation we need to submit the following THREE items by June 1, 2005:

· Summary of accomplishments from the previous fiscal year (September 15, 2004 to present)

· Objectives for fiscal year 2005 activities

· Budgets for FY2005 (full and all subcontracts signed)

The guidelines for the summary of accomplishments are as follows:

1. List you accomplishments by objective.

2. For each accomplishment provide the following:

· Write a sentence for each accomplishment in bullet form

· Write a two-paragraph summary about the accomplishment

· Provide a hot-link to any web write-up on the accomplishment (if available)

· If there is an extensive write-up (more than two paragraphs) on the success story provide a hard copy of article. 

Logo Revision – The CSL discussed the current logo. We agreed to make several logo modifications. We want to add: Applying knowledge to improve water quality. This will replace: Land Grant Colleges’ and Universities’. We will revise A Partnership of USDA CSREES & the Land Grant System to: A Partnership of USDA-CSREES & Land Grant Colleges and Universities. We agreed to call our program THE NATIONAL INTEGRATED WATER RESOURCES PROGRAM.

Mark McFarland asked us to review the content of his brochure. All changes are due to Mark by April 25, 2005.

Water Security – Jim Dobrowolski discussed the proposed water security program. He and Mike are involved in writing a water strategy that fits across the entire federal government. He and Mike sit on the committee that is writing this strategic strategy. Other agencies involved include: BOR, ACE, EPA, OSTP, NOAA and USGS. Jim talked about water security at the Western Directors meeting. He emphasized that we need to keeps the regional directors informed. We should try to be put on their agenda when they meet. Jim has completed the water security white paper for CSREES (currently in review). Water security may be funded in the CSREES FY06 budget.

CSREES Perspective – Dan Kugler came in and talked about water programs from the agency perspective. No matter what happens to the 406 program Dan expects the integrity of the water programs to remain. These should be a regional program of sorts no matter what happens. Dan expects some funding for a new water security program. The CSREES administration is moving forward and planning for FY06 based on President Bush’s budget proposal. 

Integrated Programs – Debby Sheely, director of integrated programs spoke about the history of integrated programs in NRI. An integrated program must deal with two of the three REE’s. To date it is doubtful if any EE projects have ever been funded. The CSL is interested in working with Dr. Sheely on the development of integrated programs.

The 2007 Farm Bill – Eric Norland came in and visited with us about Extension and water quality prospects for the 2007 Farm Bill. Now is the time to provide Extension input for the 2007 Farm Bill. However, there will be many constraints because insiders are saying no new programs and because of the federal budget deficit duplicative programs under the Farm Bill may be eliminated. 

The CSL decided that we need to be proactive and talk to our directors about making Extension an important part of the Farm Bill. We want Eric on our next conference call. We need some ideas generated. We need to talk with our ANR people to get started. When we have some ideas invite CSREES to the table. We need to make an initial contact with Jack Payne at Utah State. We need to determine how we should respond to national issues in a proactive manner.

Reporting – Robin Shepard announced that April 15th is the deadline for entering data into the reporting web site. He said that not much has been entered to date. Robin said the system is password protected – and that he will get information to us soon. We should be able to go to the administrative site to see submitted reports.

National Satellite Conference – Bob Mahler reported the National Satellite Conference will take place on October 4, 2005. The conference theme is STORMWATER IN RURAL AND URBANIZING COMMUNITIES
Needs Assessments Surveys – Bob Mahler reported that needs assessment surveys have been completed in Regions 8, 9 and 10. The survey is currently being conducted in Region I. A needs assessment will also be conducted this summer in New Mexico. Bob has approached Regions 7 and 3 about conducting similar surveys. If carried out Region 7 will take place in September, Region 3 in November. This assessment project is Region 10’s national citizenship effort. 

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Mahler

April 9th, 2005
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