CSL Conference Call: March 7, 2005

Minutes

Items:

1) Caution/warning not to use logos with any mention of CSREES on memos, brochures, impact statements, etc. that argue for the continuation of the 406 programs.

2) New Logo Update

3) 2005 Conference Electronic Proceedings

4) 2006 Conference: Updates and Proposed new format of the FY 06 conference and special workshops/symposia
5) DC Meeting: April 6, 7, 8
6) Summer Meeting, July 26, 27, 28
*****************************************************************

1) pdf. file and use of logos with CSREES on them for budget discussion purposes:

Warning regarding use of CSREES Logos or CSREES WQ Logo on any materials regarding 406 and the President’s budget.  This is not allowable!  People from our network have been using the logos on materials that are arguing against the budget. People can lobby and make suggestions or demands regarding 406 – but they can not include reference that they are part of CSREES. This has to be stopped immediately or our program is in jeopardy. 

You should immediately stop using the first version ( with the CSREES WQ logo) of the pdf file that Robin and Art (February, 2005) generated that argues for the value of the NIWQP.   Robin will reformat that file without logo and resend for people to use.  You can also use your institution’s logo/letterhead if you chose on any of these types of materials…just don’t use any logos with “CSREES”.  If you have any questions about this, check with Art.

2) New Logo Update: The following changes will be made to the new water program logo.  Valid concerns were raised with regards to the use of “United States” in front of Land Grant Colleges and Universities’.
Here are the two changes – both are to the phrases at the top of the logo:
 
1)       Eliminate the words “United States” and recenter. 
2)       Add an apostrophe to word “colleges”
You and your web contacts will be notified as soon as the logos are updated and reposted on the depot.  At this notification, you should update your regional pages accordingly.

3) 2005 Conference Electronic proceedings:

At this point, only concurrent session talks have been loaded on the proceedings webpage.  Greg is working on getting the general session talks and Wed. lunch talk posted.  Greg indicated there are few funds left to cover the remainder of the postings by the IDEA Center (including those from concurrent symposia and the CEAP workshop).  These are seen as key materials by conference participants, and Greg has asked Heartland Region to work with him in getting all of these posted.  Lisa is coordinating with Joni, Sorrel, and Greg to get these final materials for the general session, CEAP workshop and BMP effectiveness symposia.

4) 2006 Conference: Updates and Proposed new format of the FY 06 conference and special workshops/symposia:

Updates:  Mark arranged hotel in San Antonio. He will arrange local details for this conference.

Format and Symposia:  Greg, Lisa and Mike met ahead of time and discussed and presented some new options for the conference format for 2006.  We discussed 3 or 4 possibilities for symposia: pathogens, water security, and nitrogen and discussed addressing human dimensions in some way.   This topic was well received in Feb. and is highlighted in our RFAs, so we felt a need to explore this further in some way with the community who is very excited about this area.

1. Robin has volunteered to give some thought on how to address human dimensions.  

2. Ron Turco (EPINet National Facilitation Project) has offered to chair a symposium on pathogens for 06.  This symposium would provide practical information with regards to pathogen methods, data, interpretation.  More details from Ron will follow.

3. Art volunteered to work on a Nitrogen symposium.

4. Jim Dobrowolski subsequently agreed to chair a symposium on water security.

Coordinate with Greg, Lisa, and Mike on these or other ideas.  Greg would like to limit it to 3 symposia and would like to finalize these topics at the April meeting in DC.

We also presented an idea to target the keynote speeches on the symposia topics and to limit CSREES talks to 2 individuals: Mike and possibly Debby Sheely, Director of Integrated Programs.  We also discussed that the symposia might be set up sequentially, so as not to compete.  Symposia could be coordinated with a concurrent session or 2 focused on the symposia topic if we are able to organize some of the papers this way.  Pathogens would likely be the first symposia following the general session so that attendees could utilize the information they learned when they hear the concurrent presentations and view posters. We also discussed the idea that these symposia or special sessions should in addition to providing useful “state-of-the-art” science and extension information to attendees, should ideally provide information on the gaps and challenges that must be addressed by our researchers and extension educatiors.  This will allow us to use the conference to flesh out and target future activities, themes or topics.

5) D.C. Meeting: April 6, 7,8.  Agenda Items, goals. The meeting will start at 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, April 6 in a room associated with the NEMO national conference within EPA headquarters. The CSL is invited to the NEMO meetings that will be held earlier in the day.  Art is reserving the afternoon of the 6th to discuss what is going on in the regions.  April 7 and 8 we will meet at CSREES headquarters.  Any partner agency guests should be invited during these 2 days, not on the 6th.  Those in town on the evening of the 5th are invited to attend NEMO networking reception.  Chet asks that you let him know if you plan to attend this or other NEMO sessions so they can plan appropriately.  He also needs your name if you are attending CSL meeting at EPA on the 6th so he can provide that info to the guards.  Lisa will arrange a room at CSREES for the 7th and 8th.  Please read attached email (NEMO U-4) from Chet Arnold sent to CSL for more details.
EMAIL Message from Chet Arnold to the CSL:
 
************************************************
CSL members are welcome to attend any and all of the U-4 sessions.  This includes the Tuesday evening Poster Reception at the Hotel Washington (5-7 pm).  
We ask only that they let us know within the next week or so if you are planning on attending the Reception (we need to know for hors d’oevres planning purposes). 
 Also, we will need a list from you on who is coming Wednesday (see below). 
 
A panel is set for Wednesday, April 6th, the second (most meaty) day of the conference. It’s called “Intersecting Networks,” and it’s meant to focus on the Land, Sea and Space Grant systems that overlap and incorporate NEMO, and how we can best connect. 
 
The networks that will be speaking include: the Geospatial Extension Specialist Network, the CSREES WQ Network, and the Sea Grant CCD.  As you see below in the excerpt from our working agenda, I’ve tentatively chosen to go with people actually “in” the networks, not agency people.  The session is 75 minutes long and I would say that each speaker would have about 15 minutes, leaving about 30 minutes for discussion (we have a pretty vocal crowd at NEMO U, normally).   
 
It would be great for the NEMO Nation to hear more about the WQ Network and the CSL, etc, and for us to explore ideas for collaboration, both on the state level and possibly on the network level, as well.  
We have some great people in the Network, and NEMO U’s have always been a lot of fun – more like a family reunion, in some ways, than a conference.  
 
The conference web site, with the agenda and logistical information, is on the National NEMO Web Page at:

https://web.uconn.edu/nemo/secure/member_access/nemo_u/nemo_u4/index.htm

Because it is on our “Members Only” secure web server,  we have a generic one:  user name (“guest”) and password (“nemofriends”).  
 
**************************************************
NOTE TO CSL: Due to increased security at EPA, you will need to let Chet Arnold know that you are attending the NEMO meeting.  Also, allow 45 minutes to get through security.
 
Even if you are only planning to attend the CSL meeting on the afternoon of April 6th, you will need to let Chet know that you are attending the NEMO meeting. We are going into EPA as part of the NEMO U-4 conference.
 
6) Summer Meeting: Report from Bob Mahler:

Dates: Meeting- Tuesday, July 26 and Wednesday, 27, 2005, Field trip- Thursday, July 28. 
 
Location:  Scamania Lodge in Stevensen, Washington. 
24 rooms reserved [Monday (July 25), Tuesday (July 26), and Wednesday (July 27)] at the government rate of $91.00 per night 
at the This lodge and facility is beautiful and excellent. It is 40 minutes east of Portland, Oregon in the Columbia River Gorge. 
 
Meetings Details: We would meet all day Tuesday and Wednesday with a field trip on Thursday that could involve the Mt. Hood River Valley in 
Oregon, Mt. St Helens monument, and/or the Yakima Valley in 
Washington. We have two meeting rooms all day Tuesday and Wednesday - 
one for the CSL and one for the liaisons. We agreed to invite our 
liaisons to this meeting - hence the 24 rooms.
 
