CSL Conference Call Monday, January 10, 2005

Minutes

The conference call was called to order by Art Gold at 3:30p.m. EST.

Members present:

Greg Jennings (IV)

Reagan Waskom (VIII)

Kitt Farrell-Poe (IX)

Mike O’Neill (National Office)

Tom Simpson (III)

Jeff Potent (II)

Lisa Duriancik (National Office)

Mary Anne Rozum (National Office)

Gerry Miller (VII)

Art Gold (I)

Robin Shepard (V)

Item 1:  National Conference – Greg Jennings

· Action Item: Kitt will research luggage tags with National Water Quality logo as giveaways for attendees, as well as bulk prices for 4”x 7” pads of paper with National logo and website URL for attendees to bring back to regions (order 1000 – 2000 to lower unit cost).

· Greg is purchasing portfolios for Conference materials.

· No gifts will be given to Conference speakers

· Conference agenda change:  Mary Anne’s Thursday session has been extended until 5:00p.m.

· Length of collaboration group (1862’s, 1890’s, 1994’s) meeting on Wednesday afternoon may be shortened in order to avoid drawing people away from Wednesday’s symposium

· To date, 298 people have registered.  Requests for waived registration fees are being denied.  The latest requests from EPA will be addressed by Mike O’Neill.

· Total registration is expected to be around 350.  There is some concern about concurrent sessions filling up.  Rooms have been assigned to each session according to their size/expected attendance.
· Two hospitality suites will be available for whoever needs them; one is designated for use by CSL.  The other suite has been requested by Region 3 for Sunday evening.  The suites will be available on a “pay as you go” basis.  Robin Shepard will serve as the liaison for the CSL suite.
· The Wednesday evening reception has been cancelled.
· Lunch on Tuesday and Wednesday will be a pay buffet. Greg will look into having the same option for Thursday afternoon as well.
· The decision to hold the 2006 National Conference in San Antonio was approved.
Item 2: State WQ Coordinators Session Plans for Conference—Art and Mike
· Coordinators’ meeting, CSL meeting: National Facilitation Grants liaisons will be at Monday morning meeting (11a.m. to 2 p.m.).  CSL should attend this meeting and also bring another engaged regional participant, such as an Institutional Water Quality Coordinator.  This meeting will be an opportunity for interaction with regional people to get feedback, buy-in and ownership.  Mike will present background on the Water Quantity issue.   The “Road Map for Water” draft will be presented for feedback from Water Quality Coordinators.  Art will work with Mike on the Road Map draft at some point on Monday (possibly sometime after 7pm) and the resulting notes will be used for Tuesday’s meeting.
Item 3: Mississippi Basin Initiative – Gerry Miller

· Gerry has shared information (brochures, Heartland regional info) with Cornelia Flora, Director of the NCRCRD.  She is interested in the idea of partnering/coordinating with the National Water Quality Program, and willing to meet to further discuss the possibility.

· Action item: Gerry and Tom will decide how to follow up on this.  It should be decided whether to invite Cornelia Flora and her colleagues to the April meeting.

Item 4: CSL Memo to CSREES re: Ag Water Security — Robin Shepard

· It was decided that the attachment would be withdrawn and only the cover letter would be sent to Rodney Brown.  
· Action Item: Mike will review the letter for possible agency conflicts to decide whether his, Mary Anne and Lisa’s names should appear on it.
Item 5: Possible Interaction with EPA’s Jon Scholl – Mary Anne Rozum

· It was agreed that CSL should meet with Jon Scholl for 30 minutes at the April meeting.  
· Action Item: Tom Simpson and Jeff Potent will work on a list of questions and topics that should be discussed.
Upcoming CSL Meetings:

· February 8 and 9 (Tuesday and Wednesday morning), LaJolla National Conference. 

· April 6-8 Washington D.C.  Alison ? from EPA is interested in using the National Network to get permit requirement information to rural farmers.  She will be on the CSL meeting agenda for Thursday and Friday.

· Dates are still being confirmed for the July meeting in Oregon.  Likely dates are within the last week of July.
