CSL Conference Call Minutes

August 2, 2004

Overview:

1. National Initiative Discussions and Updates
2. CSREES Announcements

3. Duluth Meeting Itinerary 
4. Proposed agenda topics for our August (Duluth) Meeting


1. National Initiatives:

CEAP (Conservation Effects Assessment Program)
Mark McFarlane reported that Deana Osmond of NC State will coordinate the CEAP Symposium at the Annual Meeting of the NIWQP in San Diego next February.  Mark is still interested in expanding his initiative team and welcomes suggestions of individuals from the various regions who might be interested in participating.  The Initiative seeks to define, enhance and transmit the activities of the land grant universities regarding CEAP.  The initiative may draw on the expertise and energies of investigators who receive NWQIP funding for CEAP projects through the current RFA process.  In addition, the initiative expects to engage ARS researchers in the upcoming symposium.

TMDL/Watershed Planning

Art Gold reported that the TMDL/Watershed Planning Initiatives were moving forward via the watershed management theme pages for the national website. To date, an outline of topics has been developed, a panel of experts from the nation have been assembled and a conference call has occurred to work on the outline and assemble materials from exemplary programs.  More details will be provided at the Duluth meeting and efforts will be made to improve coordination between the activities of the TMDL and Watershed Planning initiatives.  
2. CSREES Announcements:

Maryanne Rozum may join the CSL as a CSREES representative.  The staff of the water program has many competing demands and more CSREES members will assure full CSREES participation in CSL activities.  

The CSREES Administrator has proposed the topic of water supply as a major initiative in the CSREES 2006 budget.  Specific research topics may focus on water quality, modeling and water use to improve water conservation and management.  This proposal is in addition to the existing water programs within CSREES and represents a great opportunity for the CSL.
3. Duluth Meeting

The current agenda is as follows:

Sunday: No formal activities. Alert Robin if you are arriving during the day on Sunday and would like to participate in activities.

Monday: CSL business meeting, following by evening reception.

Tuesday: CSL business meeting. Afternoon/evening excursion on research vesse.

Wednesday: All day field trip throughout the North Country.  The trip will highlight projects on land use and water quality, include a visit to the tribal college and culminate with examination of forestry water quality programming.

Thursday: Visioning exercise.

4. Proposed agenda topics for our August (Duluth) Meeting 
· Post-award status – How to link and coordinate new projects into the CSL and the national network.

· How to improve the integration of the NRI researchers and research results into the national network.
· National Initiatives.

· The National Database

· The TMDL Satellite Conference

· CSL Representation.  

