Teleconference Call Minutes

Date: Monday, November 8, 2004
I.  Report from Washington:

· Our CSREES partners have given the regions the Ok to generate press releases on the renewed funding for their regional projects. 

· Comments on upcoming RFA need to go to CSREES by Nov 15th
· The upcoming RFA will continue to list all 8 of the national themes; however, funding will likely be restricted to a selection of the themes. This will improve the focus and build capacity within the system.  In future years the RFA will rotate the themes selected for funding.  
Water Quantity:

· Robin, Cass and Reagan are developing a draft CSL Response Memo to the Park City meeting that will be sent to the CSL is by December.
· CSREES, in conjunction with ECOP and ESCOP, expects to generate the initial outline of a White Paper on water quantity issues and opportunities by January.

· Robin and Jerry have briefed the ANR and CRD program leaders of the North Central region on the water quantity initiative and they provide a position memo to CSREES regarding the role of university research, extension and teaching in water quantity issues. 

Conference Update – Greg

· The CSL decided that no travel subsidies will be provided to partipants and that no single day registration will be available during 2005.  We have received many requests and we do not have any policy or principles in place to govern these decisions.  In the future, we may consider one-day registration.  We believe that travel funds need to come from existing 406 project funds or other sources beyond the conference budget. 

National Initiatives:

· National Satellite Conference – Bob Mahler has created a committee consisting of CSL recommended individuals and Lisa Duriancik. EPA has not yet named its participants to this committee. 
Committee Reports:

· New coordination link for Liaison Committee – The executive committee of CSL will engage in a conference call with the Liaisons in late November and will begin to clarify the nature of interactions between the CSL and the liaisons.
· Partner Committee – Tom has scheduled a teleconference of the partnership committee for mid-December.  A face to face meeting with ARS and NRCS may be scheduled for December.
· Marketing: Status of National Report – Mark informs us that national report is in good shape and should be ready for review and comment by the CSL by mid Dec.
· Reporting – Lisa and Mike pointed out that CSREES can not require any reporting beyond a CRIS report. They encourage the regions to promote the use of the national reporting system generated by UWisc. 
Future Meetings: 

· April 7 and 8 in Washington D.C.  One day at CSREES and the second day would be at a different location within the DC area and would focus on promoting regional communication and networking.

· The April meeting dates would allow the CSL to drop in on the NEMO U4 meeting that will be in D.C. from April 4 to 7.  
· Summer meeting still to be scheduled!  July was mentioned as a potential time period.  The summer meeting may not be in New England – the Northwest was mentioned as a meeting location.

· Mike and Lisa suggested that 2 meetings/yr occur in the regions and that the host region hold a regional meeting the day before to permit Mike and Lisa to meet with the regional participants and learn about their programs, successes and challenges.

 
