Creating Automatic Breadcrumbs in Dreamweaver

Using the Kaosweaver Breadcrumbs Extension

Created for the National Water Quality website (http://www.usawaterquality.org)
February 26, 2007

Before you begin:

This extension works with Dreamweaver MX and 8 versions.  It creates a hyperlinked path that shows where a webpage is located in relation to the site’s homepage.  This path is automatically generated using the names of the various folders and files in the site directory.  This requires your folder and file names to be meaningful.
The extension requires that a uniformed named file in each folder to serve as the default page (usually index.html or default.html).  This also means that the extension (htm or html) must be the same in each folder.

Please note that this extension is a free version and does not have all of the features that the pay-for version offers.   Javascript is required.
Instructions
The free version of the Kaosweaver Breadcrumbs Extension for Dreamweaver can be downloaded from this URL: http://www.kaosweaver.com/extensions/details.php?id=6&cid=14 .
Once it is downloaded you can use the extension to insert javascript code that automatically creates breadcrumbs based on the folder and directory names.
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To start, open a webpage and place your cursor in the spot where you would like your breadcrumbs to be placed. 
 
Click on the Commands pull down menu, click Kaosweaver.com, then click Breadcrumbs.
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A window will pop up asking questions about the site and giving several options for your breadcrumbs.  

Descriptions of each of the options

Site Root Directory:   This is the base or root directory of your site. For instance, if your site is named 'http://www.kaosweaver.com/' your base is 'www.kaosweaver.com'. If your site is a subdirectory off of a main directory (like http://www.geocities.com/~somedir/) your base would be www.geocities.com/~somedir. This will be replaced with 'Home' in the breadcrumb list. 
Also keep in mind that this will make the breadcrumbs display incorrectly while on any other server but the one you specify here - even when you preview the page. 

Text or *Image Delimiter: The delimiter is the identifier between the crumbs on the trail. For instance, a trail that is like this:

Home >> Scripts >> Extensions >> Breadcrumbs

The delimiter is the '>>'. Using the browse feature you can also select an image to use as a delimiter.

Default Page: The default page is the page that will load whenever a crumb is clicked on. This has to be universal and has to be in every directory that will have a breadcrumb trail going through it. Usually, index.html or default.html is a good choice.

 *Crumb Style:  This is the CSS to apply to the crumb trail. Use this assignment to match the crumbs to your web site's look and feel. You will need to have your CSS already setup prior to running Breadcrumbs. 

*Title Style: This is the CSS to apply to the title page. The title page is the page currently being displayed - or the end of the breadcrumb trail. It isn't an active link as the browser would be on this page. You can also place the browser on the next line with the 'Title on New Line' option below. 

Text Delimiter Style: This is the CSS to apply to the delimiter. If your using an image, this won't do anything.

Title on New Line:  This option will display the title of this page (from the header) on to a new line. Otherwise it will appear just after the end of the crumbs on the current line. 

Save Settings: This option will save the settings entered, including the CSS styles. When used upon another page with the same CSS styles, all of the entered settings will be restored. If the CSS Style names change, the settings will be set except for the CSS Styles. 

Remove: After you have installed Breadcrumbs on a page, this option will appear. This will remove all installations of the Breadcrumbs command from the page.

*these styles and images should be created before adding breadcrumbs.
After you click ‘OK’ a snippet of code that looks something like this:
<script language="JavaScript">breadCrumbs("www.uri.edu/ce/wq",">","index.htm","bread1","bread2","bread1","0");</script>
will be placed into your source code in the space where your breadcrumbs will show up.
There will also be code added to the head tag of your source code that will look something like this:

<script language="JavaScript">

function breadCrumbs(base,delStr,defp,cStyle,tStyle,dStyle,nl) { // by Paul Davis - http://www.kaosweaver.com

loc=window.location.toString();subs=loc.substr(loc.indexOf(base)+base.length+1).split("/");

 document.write('<a href="'+getLoc(subs.length-1)+defp+'" class="'+cStyle+'">Home</a>  '+'<span class="'+dStyle+'">'+delStr+'</span> ');

 a=(loc.indexOf(defp)==-1)?1:2;for (i=0;i<(subs.length-a);i++) { subs[i]=makeCaps(unescape(subs[i]));

 document.write('<a href="'+getLoc(subs.length-i-2)+defp+'" class="'+cStyle+'">'+subs[i]+'</a>  '+'<span class="'+dStyle+'">'+delStr+'</span> ');}

 if (nl==1) document.write("<br>");document.write('<span class="'+tStyle+'">'+document.title+'</span>');

}

function makeCaps(a) {

  g=a.split(' ');for (l=0;l<g.length;l++) g[l]=g[l].toUpperCase().slice(0,1)+g[l].slice(1);

  return g.join(" ");

}

function getLoc(c) {

  var d="";if (c>0) for (k=0;k<c;k++) d=d+"../"; return d;

}

</script>

You will not see the actual breadcrumbs in the design preview window of Dreamweaver, but you should see text that says {Kaosweaver Breadcrumbs Trail}.
The breadcrumbs javascript may interfere with any other functions on your site that require javascript (ie, pull-down menus).  In this circumstance, I recommend placing the breadcrumbs in a text page and then copying and pasting it manually into your web pages.

* The Kaosweaver extension webpage is also helpful, especially the forums area.
